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A  V I E W  F R O M  T H E  B I M A H  

Rabbi’s Report 

My Dear Friends, 

This is the tenth time I have submitted 
my annual report to the members of 
Temple Beth Or.  As I approach my 
tenth anniversary as your rabbi, I share 
with you my deep feeling of blessing at 
how fortunate I have been to be with 
such a supportive, caring and involved 
community.  We can never know what 
the future will bring, of course, but 
when I think of where I could have been 
in my life and career, I can say with 
certainty that there is no better 
congregation, large or small, than 
Temple Beth Or in Montgomery. 

Usually these annual reports follow a 
certain model, recounting high points of 
the year and anticipating the next.  Until 
my illness was diagnosed in mid-
March, my year followed the usual busy 
trajectory.  We piloted the new Reform 
High Holy Day prayer book, Mishkan 
Hanefesh, along with some fairly 
significant changes in our music, and 
this year will be adopting the new book 
that I consider to be a magnificent 
achievement of the Reform Movement.  
We introduced new forms of music and 
worship for many of our Shabbat 
services, thanks in large measure to our 
soloists Turia Stark Williams and Pete 
Hitchcock, and our new music director, 
Becky Taylor, and some new singers – 
consummate professionals making up 
the finest ensemble we have in 
Montgomery. 

I love to teach and was pleased that my 
Tuesday classes were so well attended.  
Usually about half the class consisted of 
members, with a regular cadre of 
participants from the larger community, 
as we studied the High Holy Days, 
Chanukah, the prophets, ethical and 

social dilemmas in Jewish life, Jewish 
humor and other topics.   

I continued to represent our Jewish 
community in wider forums, including 
classes at Kiwanis, the Masonic Lodge, 
Interfaith Montgomery, and a number 
of classes, forums or programs at 
various churches in town.  We also 
welcomed visiting groups:  This was the 
40th year, I think, that the Montgomery 
Academy sent over about 80 First 
Graders to learn about Chanukah, and I 
also welcomed a Cub Scout troop, 
several church groups, and over 200 
students who joined us on Huntingdon 
College night.  We hosted about ten 
different groups visiting on Civil Rights 
tours, with a couple of which we had 
excellent exchanges over joint dinners.  
This was the first year when a group of 
us convened at a Chinese restaurant for 
dinner on Christmas, following an old 
Jewish tradition, and of course our year 
included wonderful events on Sukkot, 
Simchat Torah, Chanukah, Purim, 
Passover and others.   

All of this would simply not have been 
possible without our dedicated 
leadership – in Sisterhood under Susan 
Finklestein’s leadership and the Men’s 
Club now under Pete Hitchcock’s 
leadership – and Gina and Marlon who 
run a tight ship that accomplishes far 
more with limited resources than 
anyone can imagine, and our supremely 
dedicated officers and Board who 
always go above and beyond in meeting 
the needs of our members with 
sensitivity and great personal care. 

The real work of a rabbi, however – and 
the real blessing of being a rabbi, I 
might add – is not in the public 
presentations, important as these are, 
but in the private moments we are 
privileged to share with those going 
through major life transitions.  Working 
with people on a wedding, baby-
naming, conversion or funeral – or 
providing some counsel for those going 

through a crisis – brings a rabbi close to 
an individual or family in a way that 
doctors and lawyers and business folk 
can rarely experience.  My relationships 
with many of our members has 
deepened over time, and even a 
seemingly simple involvement such as 
standing with one of you before the ark 
to say a prayer, or a home visit, can 
have profound significance.  The real 
joy of being a rabbi is not in the 
speaking or teaching, but in these 
moments of blessing.   

The question sometimes arises:  Who 
cares for the caregiver?  In January 
Sandy Lynn was diagnosed with a 
lymphoma – treatable with radiation 
and hopefully curable – and the 
question came closer to home.  In Mid-
March, right after Huntingdon College 
night, I was diagnosed with an 
aggressive pancreatic cancer, and I was 
laid low by the cancer itself, and 
especially by the side effects of 
chemotherapy that quickly changed my 
role to that of care-receiver. 

And receive that support I have.  In 
these recent weeks Sandy Lynn and I 
have been overwhelmed by the love, 
support, prayers and care we have 
received.  We have been in prayer lists 
at churches around town, and literally 
dozens of our members have offered 
rides or meals or other levels of support.  
You cannot imagine what it feels like to 
receive a video on my phone at 7:05 
p.m. on a Shabbat evening, with 
everyone gathered for Kiddush and 
Motzi, and the video has our members 
calling out Shabbat shalom.  Talk about 
a moment of blessing! 

As I begin to recover some strength I 
hope to return soon to start attending, 
working again with our bar and bat 
mitzvah students, and in due course get 
past this medical leave and continue to 
serve in all the ways a rabbi is expected 
to do.  I am grateful to all those who 
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Celebrating Our  
165th Year 

 
 
 
 
 

Since April 12, 1852 
 

ELLIOT L. STEVENS, D. D., RABBI 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 

Temple Beth Or Officers 
John Ives ........................................ President 
Joe Levin ........................................ Vice-President: Programs 
Morris Capouya ............................. Vice-President: Finance 
Larry Capilouto .............................. Treasurer 
Gracie Hanchrow ........................... Secretary 
Diane Weil ..................................... Immediate Past President 

 

Board Members 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT      . MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 
 Susan Finklestein Pete Hitchcock 

 

 Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday .................................... Temple Administrator 
Elana Hagler .................................. Religion School Co-director 
Kerry Bleiberg ............................... Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith.................................... L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ................................ Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor.................................. Music Director 
Turia Stark Williams ..................... Music Administrator 
Cantorial Soloists Pete Hitchcock &  

Turia Stark Williams 
Temple Singers .............................. Michelle Lott, Shane  

Nishibun, Tiffany Nishibun,  
David Peden, James Seay,  
Mabs Seay, Bill Taylor,  
Turia Stark Williams 
 

Office Hours  
    Monday                      CLOSED 
    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-4 
    Friday 9-2 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

Birthday and 
Anniversary Blessings 

on July 14th 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support Temple Beth Or by remembering and 

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. Those that are 
received after the 20th of the month will be in the next bulletin. 

Please be understanding of others 
when you come to Temple by avoiding 

heavily scented perfumes, colognes 
and lotions. 

The reports from the May 18th Annual Meeting 
will begin with the Rabbi’s report on the cover 

and continue on page 4. The President’s message 
will return to this space in the next issue. 

Blachschleger Library Fund 
In Memory of Robert Scott Gordon 

Bari and Joe Levin 

General Fund 
In Honor of our visit as part of Temple Sinai's Civil Rights Trek  

Nancy H. Lieberman 

In Memory of Alan Levy 
Burke Schloss 

In Memory of Stewart Applebaum 
Marlene and Rick Beringer 

In Appreciation for hosting us for Shabbat 
Rabbi Hannah L. Goldstein, Temple Sinai 

In Memory of Wiley Hutto Levin 
Bari and Joe Levin 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Honoring Rabbi Elliot and Sandy Lynn Stevens 

Michael and Rosi Smith 

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 

Scott Harris 

Pete Hitchcock 
Jim Levy 

Jeff McKinney 

Mae Cohen 
Steve Wallace 

Alison Williamson 

NEWEST ARRIVAL 
 

Levi Eugene Coleman 
Born May 12th 

5 lbs. 11 oz.   17.5 inches  
 

Grandparents are Mae and Elliot 
Cohen and Steve Coleman.  

Great-grandparents are  
Gay and Irving Winter. 

Recent Death 
 

Stewart Applebaum  ז״ל 

May 6, 2017 

 

Former Temple Member 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

4 ........ Mike Weinrib  
6 ........ Aaron Bern  
8 ........ Joan Hanan  
11 ...... Sari Capilouto  
14 ...... Turia Williams  
16 ...... Jeanette Rousso  
19 ...... Milt Livingston  
20 ...... Carol Loeb  
21 ...... Joyce Strassburger  
23 ...... Jay Van Cleeff  
23 ...... Stephen Weinrib  
23 ...... Greg Williamson  
26 ...... Charlotte Mussafer  
27 ...... Karen Lieberman  
28 ...... Craig Goldstein  

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
5 ....... Jarred & Joy Kaplan 
10 ..... Steve & LeAnne Wallace 
12 ..... Joe & Charlotte Mussafer 
15 ..... Gene & Jean Harris 
16 ..... Hugh & Beverly Bolen 
18 ..... David & Janice Baylinson 
18 ..... Sam & Liza Kaufman 
19 ..... Ron & Joanne Shum 
20 ..... Mike & Louisa Weinrib 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7 .......... Michael Goldner  
11 ...... Amy Cohen  
11 ...... Gene Harris  
11 ...... Azriel Gorski  
12 ...... Stephanie Person  
12 ...... Mae Cohen  
14 ...... Joe Person  
16 ...... Sara Anderson  
20 ...... Jeff Blitz  
22 ...... Lydia Beringer  
22 ...... Angela Abraham  
22 ...... Pete Ginsburg  
23 ...... Celeste Sabel  
24 ...... Burke Schloss  
28 ...... Kent Roberts  
30 ...... Buddy Rousso  
30 ...... Susan King  
30 ...... Suzanne Soloff  
31 ...... Steve Clein  
31 ...... David Berry  

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
2 ....... Jamie & Carol Loeb 
6 ....... Bob Weisberg & Clare Weil 
10 ..... Adam & Dawn Schloss 
11 ..... Greg & Alison Williamson 
13 ..... Joe & Stephanie Person 
14 ..... Edward & Angela Abraham 
17 ..... Kent & Carol Roberts 
28 ..... Rick & Marlene Beringer 
29 ..... Ronnie & Barbara Leet 
30 ..... John & Jenny Ives 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 

To be read June 2 
5/28/2017 ...Clarence Strasburger, Sr. 
5/29/2017 ...Joe Harris 
5/29/2017 ...Michael Schorr 
5/30/2017 ...Sumner David Goldberg 
5/31/2017 ...Dr. Herbert Rosenberg 
5/31/2017 ...Lloyd Vernon Julian 
6/1/2017 .....Frieda Kahn Berger 
6/1/2017 .....Mose Feinman 
6/1/2017 .....Samuel Moscovitz 
6/2/2017 .....Julian H. Kohn 
6/3/2017 .....Joseph H. Abraham 
 

To be read June 9 
6/4/2017 .....Alma Hertz Lobman 
6/6/2017 .....Denise K. Hanan 
6/6/2017 .....Sol Hersberg 
6/7/2017 .....Jeannette D. Capouya 
6/9/2017 .....Evelyn Burger 
6/9/2017 .....Leon Burger 
6/10/2017 ...Albert Freehling 
6/10/2017 ...Carrie Pollock Lobman 
6/10/2017 ...Jack H. Abraham 
 

To be read June 16 
6/12/2017 ...Carrie Abraham 
6/12/2017 ...Eli Capilouto 
6/12/2017 ...Emanuel Rosenbluth 
6/13/2017 ...Maurice Kahn Weil 
6/14/2017 ...Isidore Rosenbluth 
6/14/2017 ...Nell Hagedorn 
6/14/2017 ...Nellie Loeb 
6/17/2017 ...Carol Loeb Hagedorn 
6/17/2017 ...Rosalie Rosenberg 
 

To be read June 23 
6/18/2017 .. Estelle Popkin 
6/18/2017 .. Jack Bloom 
6/18/2017 .. Jack L. Toney 
6/19/2017 .. Elinor Carlton 
6/19/2017 .. Jean Capouya 
6/19/2017 .. Julien M. "Sonny" 

Strassburger 
6/20/2017 .. Bernard Hanan 
6/21/2017 .. Rachel H. Capp 
6/22/2017 .. Kalman Shwarts 
6/23/2017 .. Helen L. Levi 
6/24/2017 .. Genevieve L. Roberts 
6/24/2017 .. Roy Shinpaugh 
 

To be read June 30 
6/27/2017 .. Hermine Herzfeld 
6/27/2017 .. Olga Franco 
6/29/2017 .. Mrs. Pamela Weil 
7/01/2017 .. Sigmund Weil 
 

To be read July 7 
7/02/2017 .. Alex Marion 
7/02/2017 .. Robert L. Cooper, Jr. 
7/03/2017 .. Faye Stamm Greil 
7/04/2017 .. Diana Kahn Weil 
7/06/2017 .. Harold Straus 
7/08/2017 .. Ann Marks 
 

To be read July 14 
7/09/2017 .. Olivia Rose Shwarts 

Jacobson 
7/10/2017 .. Tommie Moses Coleman 
7/11/2017 .. Mrs. Esther Capouano 
7/12/2017 .. Gilbert Ross 
7/12/2017 .. Joseph J. Levin, Sr. 
7/12/2017 .. Mary Jane Schiffman 

Wallace 
7/12/2017 .. Regina Piha Capilouto 
7/13/2017 .. Anna Stiller Anshel 
7/15/2017 .. Joseph Golomb 
7/15/2017 .. Rebecca Sherman Blotner 
 

To be read July 21 
7/16/2017 .. Louise Finklestein 
7/17/2017 .. Carolyn Endel Printz 
7/17/2017 .. Charles H. Wampold, Jr. 
7/18/2017 .. Michael Deutsch 
7/19/2017 .. Margaret Cohn Bonfield 
7/21/2017 .. Marjorie Beringer Julian 
 

To be read July 28 
7/23/2017 .. Nellie Weil 
7/24/2017 .. Babs Klein Heilpern 
7/24/2017 .. William Sklar 
7/26/2017 .. Joan Baim Blach 
7/27/2017 .. Mose Moscovitz 
7/28/2017 .. Philip W. Bernstein, Sr. 
7/29/2017 .. Gertrude S. Weinrib 
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have led and organized our services, as 
well as to those who have reached out 
with financial support.   

This has been a challenging time for us 
all, but I am confident that we will rise 
to it, and look forward to a better year 
to come. 

Rabbi Elliot Stevens 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

I begin with words of thanks and 
gratitude, the author of which is 
unknown . . . 

Be thankful that you don’t already have 
everything you desire, 

If you did, what would there be to look 
forward to? 

Be thankful when you don’t know something 
For it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 

Be thankful for your limitations 
Because they give you opportunities for 

improvement. 

Be thankful for each new challenge 
Because it will build your strength and 

character. 

Be thankful for your mistakes 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary 
Because it means you’ve made a difference. 

It is easy to be thankful for the good things. 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who 

are 
also thankful for the setbacks. 

GRATITUDE can turn a negative into a 
positive. 

Find a way to be thankful for your troubles 
and they can become your blessings. 

These words struck me as being 
extraordinarily timely and pertinent to 
us at Temple Beth Or.  We are grateful 
that our Rabbi is here with us tonight.  
We are thankful for all of our members 
who have stepped forward to lead you 
in worship and prayer, many doing so 
for the first time ever.  But we do have 
more to do and it is not always going to 
be easy. 

In my first bulletin article in August, I 
reflected on change, just as I had done 
when I became president in 1994.  I 
further shared the importance of not just 

being a member and paying your dues 
but making an effort to participate in 
Shabbat worship.  Throughout the year, 
I continued to emphasize this same 
message but I am not satisfied that my 
message was heard.  We all can do 
better. 

We have experienced some very 
important changes.  We used the pilot 
editions of the new High Holy Day 
prayer books for most of the holy day 
services and we have now purchased 
175 sets of Mishkan Hanefesh which 
we will be using this Fall.   We began 
the year with a professional choir 
consisting of many new and some old 
voices and with Becky Taylor as its 
director.  Equally, we have and will 
continue to enjoy Turia Stark Williams 
and Pete Hitchcock as they lead us in 
song from the Bimah. 

We have installed a camera security 
system for the exterior of the building 
which records all movement 24 hours a 
day.  We have recently had the Police 
Department conduct a voluntary 
security assessment and there are a few 
additional items that we need to address 
that will enhance our system and the 
security of the building. 

We are going to be upgrading the 
playground thanks in large part to the 
generous consideration of the Hart 
family to use the funds in the Carol Hart 
Fund toward this endeavor.  Hopefully 
this will be completed before the 
Religion School reconvenes in the Fall. 

Our Food Festival was again a 
resounding success and a special thanks 
to the committee for its diligence in 
making this event a wonderful 
experience, both for the congregation 
and the community at large.  I know 
that plans are already in the making for 
next year’s event. 

Special gratitude for the officers and 
trustees that have served you so well 
and I would be remiss if I didn’t single 
out our Sisterhood for all that it does 
throughout the year, from receptions 
and dinners to anything it is asked to 
do.  And last but by far not least, a 
sincere thank you to Gina Friday and 
Marlon Cotton for their support for this 

Temple.  It is unimaginable where we 
would be without them. 

And now, a few words about Rabbi 
Stevens.  I cannot begin to tell you how 
wonderful an experience it has been for 
me to work so closely with him. Never 
have I had an opportunity to be 
associated with anyone who is so well 
prepared and also thinking one, maybe 
two, steps ahead.  When his illness 
became public, the number of people 
who reached out and offered support 
was amazing and we all wish him and 
Sandy Lynn the very best as they both 
continue their paths to better health. 

One of the people who did reach out 
was Rabbi Jonathan Miller who, after 
almost 28 years, is retiring from Temple 
Emanuel in Birmingham.  Rabbi Miller 
called me and offered to come to 
Montgomery in September and lead our 
congregation in High Holy Day 
worship.  His offer has been graciously 
accepted. 

Tonight we approved a budget for the 
coming year that will require for the 
first time using corpus from the Kahl 
Montgomery Endowment Fund to be 
able to cover our expenses and balance 
the budget.  We have not had a dues 
modification in more years than I can 
remember and this may need to be 
addressed in the months ahead.  I 
certainly encourage anyone who so 
desires to voluntarily increase their 
dues. 

I end in much the same way as I did at 
the annual meeting 22 years ago.  I am 
not so foolish to think that everything 
about the Temple will be exactly like 
everyone wants it to be.  But I am 
committed to doing everything I can to 
work within the congregation to make it 
the very best for all its members.  I 
cannot do it alone and we can succeed 
by a willingness to work together to 
insure that Temple Beth Or can be the 
“house of light” for all. 

Thank you. 

John E. Ives,  
President 



5  

 

continued 

SISTERHOOD REPORT 

Your Sisterhood has been busy as 
ever this year. I would like to share 
with you just the tip of the iceberg of 
what we do. 

 First I must thank those who make 
my job look so easy….  

VICE PRESIDENTS: Mae Cohen 
and Akiko Bloom. 

And I could not have made it 
without her guidance and answers to 
my many questions by our past 
president —-Karen Goldstein. 

Also…. 
Treasurer: Aimee Harris;  
Financial Secretary: Pam Hitchcock,  
Gift Shop Financial Secretary:   
                 Harriette Dorosin 
Recording Sec: Charlotte Mussafer. 

I want to say a special thank you to 
our members who chaired our 
SPECIAL EVENTS. 

First I want to thank Aimee Harris 
and Charlotte Mussafer for sharing 
their homes for our Opening and 
Closing Meetings. 

Our year began with Bette Sue 
Strasburger and Corrine Capilouto 
who as always prepared a lovely  
Rosh Hashanah reception following 
our New Year Service. The next 
morning we ate APPLES and 
HONEY for us all to have a sweet 
New Year. 

Akiko Bloom, Alison Williamson 
and I chaired the BREAK THE FAST 
reception with lots of help. The  
SUKKOT  celebration on the terrace 
was well attended and  followed by 
a delicious reception provided by 
JOY KAPLAN and KERRI 
BLEIBERG. 

Betty Goldberg and her family 
prepared a beautiful spread of 
harvest goodies to celebrate Simchat 
Torah. This was a beautiful service 
where we all help roll the Torah 

back to the beginning …..it was 
wonderful. 

Our Chanukah dinner is always well 
attended.  Jenny Ives and Karen 
Lieberman are so organized and 
present a beautiful dinner. It was 
decorated beautifully too. Many 
thanks for all the latkes provided by 
Susan Bernstein and crew. It was led 
by Rabbi Stevens who as always 
presented a beautiful service. 

As January arrived, we celebrated 
Sisterhood Shabbat.  Our speaker 
was Laura Selby from the RESPITE 
PROGRAM at FUMC. The Rabbi 
coordinated our music with Turia 
Stark Williams. Many thanks to 
Sheryl Rosen who provided our 
reception before the service. 

Purim is another fun time to dress up 
and make lots of noise. Our 
chairperson, Jenny Ives worked 
around the theme of “ Harry Potter."  
That theme ran all the way from 
decorations and a play provided by 
Jeff McKinney to the food …along 
with hamentashen (made by Marlene 
Beringer) and butter beer (made by 
Diane Weil).  

In March we also welcomed 
students and their professors from 
Huntingdon College.  Thanks to 
Rabbi Stevens this event grows each 
year and this year was no exception 
as we had over 200. Susan Bernstein 
rallied her troops and provided a 
beautiful reception. 

Julie Goolsby along with many 
helpers provided a delicious Seder. 
We missed not having Rabbi 
Stevens to conduct our Seder 
service. But we were delighted when 
Charlie Dubin stepped up to perform 
the service. All in attendance 
thought it  was a wonderful service. 

We will end our year at the home of 
Charlotte Mussafer  on Tuesday, 
May 23rd. 

Please join us as we culminate our 
year with a fun reception. 

This year Sisterhood contributed 
half of the cost (around $4,000.00) 
to the new dishwasher prior to our 
Seder Service.  We are so happy to 
have helped with this needed part of 
the kitchen.  

Many thanks again to Susan 
Bernstein for keeping our kitchen in 
order and stocked with needed 
supplies.  

And I would be remiss if I did not 
mention our very profitable 
fundraiser….cheesecakes, chaired 
by Lisa Weil and Marlene Beringer.  
We knew that Marlene even with 
one arm would continue to do the 
bookkeeping. Many thanks. We 
made a profit of $5,818.17 

Our Vice President, Mae Cohen 
enlisted the help of Karen Nyman, 
Robin Blitz, Carol Loeb and Gracie 
Hanchrow to provide candle lighters 
for each Shabbat.  Many thanks, 
ladies. 

Sheryl Rosen and Lisa Weil have 
been in charge of the Temple Gift 
Shop. Thank you for the special 
attention to our shop.  

We said good bye to two of our very 
active members Bette Sue 
Strasburger and Sheryl Rosen. We 
will miss these two ladies. 

Peggy Mussafer has graciously 
accepted the vacant position with 
our Gift Shop. Her creativity will 
add a new spice of life to the gift 
shop. 

Let me end with thanking the most 
important people, who hold the 
Temple together, Gina Friday and 
Marlon Cotton. Many thanks to you 
both. There have been so many 
times that you have taken care of 
events that I would not even have 
thought of doing. We all thank you 
immensely. 
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And Rabbi Stevens, thank you for 
your guidance during this first year 
as President. I could not have been 
as organized had you not been there 
to prompt me. 

I thank all the many ladies who give 
of their time to make all our 
celebrations so wonderful. Thank 
you. I look forward to another busy 
year….knowing that we will host the 
Thanksgiving Service.  Susan B, you 
can’t move yet! 

Susan Finklestein,  
Sisterhood President 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

The Social Concerns committee started 
something new this year by doing a 
food drive for the High Holiday appeal. 
In addition to the barrel collection of 
food and personal supplies, cash 
donations totaled almost $1200 (we 
rounded up for the check.) Another way 
of looking this: since every dollar 
collected purchases approximately 6.5 
pounds of food, our donation to the food 
bank provided roughly 7800 pounds of 
food! Thank you, everyone, for your 
participation!  
 
Bedtime Bundles – Organized by 
Louisa Weinrib – collected and 
delivered 137 articles of clothing, 60 
toys, a variety of craft supplies, and 
several personal care items to Child 
Protect. 
 
Monetary Donations:  
United Way of SE Louisiana and to the 
American Red Cross -  both for flood 
relief in Louisiana Corps Member 
Education Foundation - Youth program 
for Montgomery kids 
 
Recycling initiative – Social Concerns 
purchased 4 large recycling containers 
for use at the Food Festival. Aluminum 
cans and plastics were then taken to Mt. 
Scrap for recycling. The collection cans 
are also available for use for other 
temple events. 

Pam Hitchcock,  
Committee Chair 

MEN’S CLUB REPORT 

First I want to thank Pete Ginsburg, 
Philip Bernstein and Lew Nyman for 
their past long-term support of the 
Men’s Club. A special thanks to Rabbi 
Stevens for his support and thank you to 
Azriel Gorski for his willingness to help 
out. 

This has been a year of transition with 
me accepting the role of President, 
Azriel accepting the Treasurer Position 
and Lew moving from being the 
Program Director and Treasurer to 
Advisor.  Lew’s twelve years of 
supporting the Men’s Club makes him a 
great advisor. 

The transition occurred in February.  
Lew coordinated the Biscuits game 
event last summer and helped with the 
sukkah decorating and provided pizza 
for Sukkot. On April 28 Joe Levin was 
the guest speaker at the Men’s Club 
Shabbat. Thank you Joe for a great 
message and thank you to Charlie and 
Celia Dubin, Azriel Gorski, Lew 
Nyman, and Turia Stark Williams for 
contributing to making the service a 
success.  

We have already begun planning for the 
coming year.  With support from Steve 
Clein and Bob Weisberg we are 
planning a bingo night on June 15.  
Azriel has worked to get a Biscuits 
game event set up for July 23. I hope 
you attend both events. 

If you are interested in ushering during 
the high holidays, please let me know, 
and I am always open to ideas and 
comments. 

Pete Hitchcock,  
Men’s Club President 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 

The Hospitality Committee had a fun 
year in 2016-17.  We began with the 
reception for Harriette Dorosin’s 
conversion on September 23rd.  It was a 
very moving service.  Following this 
reception, we provided apples and 
honey on Rosh Hashanah.   

Our next event was the reception for the 
celebration of Kahl Montgomery’s 
170th anniversary.  Next, we welcomed 
the first graders from The Montgomery 
Academy.  There were 68 students that 
came to the Temple to learn about 
Chanukah from Rabbi Stevens and we 
gave them doughnut holes and dreidels.   

The next event was the Chanukah 
Chinese Dinner at Mr. Chens on 
December 25th in which we had 25 
members participate.   

We were privileged to be the hosts for 
services and then the guest for dinner at 
the Montgomery Country Club of Rabbi 
Shapiro’s congregation from Chicago 
on February 20th.   

On March 24th we welcomed Rabbi 
Levy’s congregation from Scarsdale, 
New York with dinner.   

Our last event is the reception tonight 
(Congregation meeting).  I am so happy 
to see so many of you here as we 
prepare for the coming year.  I look 
forward to the coming year, but will 
miss working with Sheryl Rosen. 

Mae Cohen,  
Committee Chair 
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Every year, JCRS looks forward to brightening the Hanukkah celebrations of 
families where parents have indicated to JCRS that they can use help in 
providing gifts for their children.   

The JCRS Oscar J. Tolmas Hanukkah Gift Program provides boxes of 
gender and age-appropriate gifts to the homes of Jewish youth during the 
Festival of Lights. We will be ordering thousands of gifts and a limited 

number of gift cards.    

Each child in recipient families is eligible to receive a set of eight small gifts (one for each night). Recipient families must 
live in the following states: Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas.   

If you want to register, please fill out a form completely - one for each child.  Please note if child requires special needs. 
The Hanukkah registration form is available HERE:  https://JCRS.formstack.com/forms/hanukkah_registration_form 

You must fill out individual registrations for each child. The form will list examples of typical gifts already available and 
you can indicate your child's overall interests.  

Make sure to put accurate mailing information on the form and notify us if your address changes before December 2017 or 
has already changed.  

Gift cards will be added to gift packages but are limited in number and might not be available for those families who apply 
after June 30, 2017.  Families do not have the option of only receiving gift cards.  FILL OUT  THE FORM FOR EACH 
MINOR CHILD ASAP. 

Please share this information to those Jewish families who might be interested in our program.   

Questions about the program can be forwarded to ned@jcrs.org or colleen@jcrs.org 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE JCRS OSCAR J. TOLMAS HANUKKAH GIFT PROGRAM, VISIT  

https://jcrs.org/services/hanukkah-program/ 

This scrumptious menu includes made-to-order 
omelets, pancakes, quiche, grits, coffee cake, 
Crème brûlée french toast, egg salad, chicken, 
green salad, vegetables, fruit tray, and assorted 
desserts.  
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820, and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING 
AROUND  

DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are 
stored in the coat closet and 

are available to members and 
guests during Temple events. 

If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes 
please feel free to drop 
them off at the Temple 
office so they may be 

reused. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

Confirmation 
 

May 14, 2017 
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Thank You to our 2017Food Festival Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

BBVA Compass 
Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey 

Paragon Construction & 
Development, Inc. 

USAmeriBank 

Bronze Sponsors 

Aronov Insurance 
BB&T 

Dignity Memorial 
Furlongs Security 
Oakworth Bank 

Total Sports Travel 
 Special Thanks to Hun ngdon College for generously accommoda ng our parking needs 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

6 PM, Shabbat 
service with full choir 
ensemble. Lay leader 
Azriel Gorski.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Jeff Blitz.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Charlie Dubin.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Diane Weil.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Bob Weisberg & 
Clare Weil.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Karen Goldstein.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Jarred Kaplan.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
John Ives.  

6 PM, Shabbat 
service.  Lay leader 
Corinne & Larry 
Capilouto.  

office closed   

        6 PM, L’Chaim 
League –Blues Cruise 
aboard the Harriott II 
Riverboat from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. $20 per person  

       10:30 AM, L'Chaim’s  
Sunday morning brunch.  
5:30 PM, Men’s Club, 
Biscuit’s Game.  
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