April 2009 ~ Nisan/Iyar 5769
A VIEW FROM THE PULPIT

I am sometimes asked the
question, “What is the most important
Jewish holiday?” Those who ask are
often surprised to hear my answer:
Shabbat. Though we might not think
of Shabbat since it comes up every
week, given its role through the
centuries in defining Jewish life and
keeping Jewish communities together our tradition
places Shabbat at the top of the list.

cooperation and worship. Interfaith Montgomery, the
interreligious clergy association, has endorsed the
event, as has Huntingdon College, and we have
planned an exciting program at 7:00 a.m. on
Wednesday morning, April 8, at the Riverwalk Park
Ampitheatre. The Montgomery Chorale and orchestra
will sing selections from Handl’s oratorio The
Creation, and lead us in other songs appropriate to the
occasion. The whole thing should take about 30
minutes.

No one has asked me if there is a least
important Jewish holiday, though surely one of the
rarest is Birkat Ha-chama, the Blessing of the Sun.
This rare holiday, observed only once every 28 years,
derives from a discussion in the Babylonian Talmud
that every 28 years the sun returns to the position that it
had when the universe was first created. Jewish
tradition teaches that the sun was created in its spring
equinox position, at the first hour of the night before
the fourth day of Creation. Whenever the equinox is
thought to occur at the same time of the week, the sun
is said to have returned to its original position.
Though the astronomy is complex given changes in the
calendar over the centuries, in our day the date occurs
every 28 years 18 days after the vernal equinox, which
this year falls on April 8. This time, too, the day ends
with the first evening of Passover.

The focus that brings us together is the theme
of ecology and environment. I believe it to be a natural
human impulse to express appreciation for Creation
and the beautiful world in which we live; less natural,
perhaps, but equally important is our responsibility to
protect our environment so that future generations will
be equally moved to express their own gratitude.

I recall the last celebration, back in New York
in 1981. Jewish groups in Brooklyn went down to
Brighten Beach or Coney Island Beach at dawn, while
others commandeered the 86th floor observatory of the
Empire State Building, and greeted the sun with songs,
dancing and prayers. It was quite an event, and
promises to be so once again. Indeed, since the
juxtaposition of the Blessing of the Sun with the onset
of Passover occurs less than once every thousand
years, websites are springing up proclaiming all sorts
of messianic expectations.
Here in Montgomery, I saw this holiday as
presenting a unique opportunity for interfaith
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That night, as the sun sets and Passover begins,
we celebrate a creation of another sort – the creation of
the Jewish people as they leave behind the slavery they
knew in Egypt and begin their journey toward Sinai
and the promise of freedom. From my family to yours,
I wish you a joyous Passover, and abundant blessings.
Elliot L. Stevens

Saturday, April 4
Monthly Shabbat
Morning Service
Saturday morning, April 4,
Rabbi Stevens will lead a
monthly Shabbat morning
service, including Torah
reading and Torah
study. Service including
Torah study and a light brunch
will run from
9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
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One of the primary goals of our Rabbi and lay
leadership is to manage the content and delivery of
services to our congregants in a manner that is
acceptable to the entire institution taken as a whole.
Given the diversity of the membership, we must not
remain static with what has worked in the past or thwart
experimentation with new methods of worship or prayer.
Therefore, it is imperative that our community
communicate clearly and openly with Temple Beth Or’s
leadership so that we know when we have a program
that works or one that needs further development.
A special committee made up of past presidents and
other congregants was formed just a few weeks back to
evaluate the Reform Movement’s new weekly prayer
book, Mishkan T’Filah. That committee, under the
direction of John Ives, has been charged with providing
an opinion to the Board of Trustees on whether the new
prayer book should be adopted for use during weekly
services at Temple Beth Or. The committee expects to
render its decision to the Board before the end of May,
so I will continue to keep you updated on this process.
Please refer to the various announcements and
scheduled events posted within this newsletter and on
your Temple website, www.templebethor.net. Two events
in April that I do want to bring to your attention are the
“Blessing of the Sun” on April 8th and our Temple Seder
on the second night of Passover on April 9th.
Happy Passover,

(334) 263-5183 Fax

Office: bethor@templebethor.net
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net
www.templebethor.net

Morris E. Capouya

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections
or inaccuracies in the bulletin.

TBO would like to recognize
any graduating high school or
college students.
TEMPLE BETH OR
GIFT SHOP
Montgomery, AL

Please call the temple with
any graduations you might be
aware of.

Contributions to Funds
We greatly appreciate the people who
support Temple Beth Or by remembering
and honoring their friends and loved ones
through their generous contributions.
Those that are received after the 20th of the
month will be in the next bulletin.

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY FUND
In Memory of
Carolyn Drum
Martha Drum
Mr. Leo J. Drum, Jr.
CAROL LOBMAN HART
EDUCATIONAL FUND
In Honor of
Peggy Cohn's Birthday
Bob and Anita Reznikoff
FLORAL FUND
In Honor of
Peggy Cohn's Birthday
Marie C. Berlin
Charlotte and Joe Mussafer
In Honor of
Peggy Cohn's
Special Birthday
Regina Capilouto
GITENSTEIN FOUNDATION
In Honor of
Mark and Elizabeth Gitenstein
Carol Hart
Ann & Seymour Gitenstein
Foundation, Inc.
L'CHAIM LEAGUE
In Honor of
Joan & Jim Loeb's Anniversary
Elizabeth and Glen Friedman
Carol and Jamie Loeb
Patricia and Maurice Rosenbaum
In Honor of
Peggy Cohn's Birthday
Sonny and Joyce Strassburger
SISTERHOOD
In Honor of
Lisa Weil's
50th Birthday
Josh, Mary Virginia, Ella Frances,
Ham and Mac

ANNIVERSARIES
YAHRZEITS

7...... Lynne & Pete Ginsburg
21.... Elise & Terry Toney
25.... Anne & Hal Bloom
26.... June & Seymour Cohn
30.... Betty & Robert Goldberg
---------BIRTHDAYS

1 ....... Anne Franco
6 ....... Paul Freehling
6 ....... Lee Freibaum
6 ....... Jimmy Loeb
7 ....... James Levy
7 ....... Alexandra Levy
7 ....... Sonny Strassburger
8 ....... Aimee Harris
8 ....... Bill Heilpern
11 ..... Joan Loeb
11 ..... Elliot Stevens
12 ..... Lucille Goldsmith
13 ..... Sandi Stern
14 ..... Anna Stevens
16 ..... Frances Capouya
16 ..... Terri Capouya
16 ..... Alison Hanan Berman
17 ..... Alan Weil, Sr.
21 ..... Steve Wallace
22 ..... Ricky Loeb
22 ..... Maurice Mussafer
22 ..... Sandy Lynn Stevens
25 ..... Alvin Benn
25 ..... Steve Schloss
26 ..... Steve Coleman
29 ..... Ronnie Leet
30 ..... Hermine Herzfeld

To be read 4/3/2009
Elaine E. Drum
Zelda Franco
Mildred Ginsburg
Rosalie Levine
Abraham Rothfeder
To be read 4/10/2009
Janice Wolf Capilouto
Arthur Freehling
Ruth R. Rothschild
To be read 4/17/2009
Gertrude Stern Behrman
David Byck
Marilyn Carleton
Leo J. Drum, Sr.
Elizabeth Feinman
Louis M. Kaufman
Charles A. Kohn, Jr.
Jane Hoskins Sheehan
Florian Strassburger
To be read 4/24/2009
Isaac Alhadeff
Lillian Brownstein
Louna Capouya
Dr. David B. Monsky
Richard "Dick" Newman
Carolyn Rice
Herbert Rice
Samuel Leopold Schloss
Ira K. Weil, Sr.
----------

----------

Birthday and Anniversary
Blessings
on April 3rd.

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. Too often we find out about illnesses, crises
and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if
there is a concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission). We need your help in order to offer ours.

When scheduling calendar events involving the Temple it is important that you check dates with the
Federation and the Temple for potential conflicts within the Jewish community. Their number is 277-5820
and you can view the community calendar at www.jewishmontgomery.org.

Greetings from the Men’s Club;
On Thursday, April 23, 2009 the
Men’s Club will be co-sponsoring a
talk by bestselling authors Thomas
Cathcart and Daniel Klein. The
subject of their talk will be their
bestselling book, “Plato and a
Platypus Walk Into a Bar:
Understanding Philosophy Through
Jokes.” Their talk is a not-so-reverent
crash course through the great
philosophical thinkers and traditions,
from Metaphysics to Logic. The
event will occur at 7 PM at TBO and
all are invited. There is no charge and
light refreshments will be served.

Harriott II Riverboat. We have 34 of
40 seats committed. Sign up today,
so that you won't miss out on this fun
activity. The cost is $15.00 pp. I have
received so many calls concerning
this, that I would like for you to call:
262-3314 ext. 223 or email:
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com to
confirm that you are on the list.
Wednesday, July 8th, our luncheon
speaker will be my niece, Deborah
Iskandar. Deborah is the Asian Art
Curator for Christie's Auction House.
She resides in Indonesia and her
travels take her all over the Far East
to purchase art. Her résumé includes
working 12 years for Sotheby's
Auction House as well as being
President of the largest French Bank
in Jakarta. The restaurant will be
announced at a later date.

Our next movie night will be on
Wednesday, May 13th at 7 PM. We
will be showing The Line King. The
Line King tells the amazing story of
Al Hirschfeld, creator of thousands of
Interesting events - interesting sites to
famous drawings of stars and
celebrities for more than sixty years. visit - interesting speakers; we offer it
all. Come join us.
Light snacks and drinks will be
provided. All are invited and there is
Linda R Smith
no charge.
---------I hope to see you all at a Temple
YOUTH GROUP
event soon!
BOOTY members in the 10th – 12th
Kent Long grades are encouraged to participate
Men’s Club President in the NFTY Spring Kallah and
---------LLTI which will take place April 2426 at Temple Sinai in Atlanta, GA.
L'Chaim League
We will be collecting new pillows for
Sunday, April 5th is the date set for our Tzedakah Project for Camp
the beautiful setting at Jasmine Hills. Jenny. If you are interested in
We will enjoy a picnic lunch (bring- attending Spring Kallah, or would
your-own) at 12:30 PM and then
like to donate pillows, please
follow with a guided tour. If you
contact me as soon as possible as
haven't been to Jasmine Hills in some registration is filling up quickly.
years, you are in for a treat. The
grounds have been re-worked and the Our next BOOTY event will be held
cherry blossoms will be in bloom.
on April 18th at 7:00 pm. All
This outing is $7.00 pp. PLEASE
BOOTY members are encouraged to
CALL IMMEDIATELY to let me
come out and join our ISJL Fellow,
know that you will be attending this. Amanda Rainey, and AIEA’s youth
group, USY, in a pizza dinner, games,
On, Thursday, May 28th, we are
songs and Havdallah under the stars
cruising and having lunch on the
at Temple Beth Or.

Also on April 18th, BOOTY will be
holding elections for new Board
Members. If you are in the 9th-12th
grades, active or would like to
become active in youth group, and are
interested in holding an officer
position, please contact me as soon as
possible.
Danielle Berry
BOOTY President
(334) 290-0445
---------MACOA Report
We’ll be cooking for MACOA's
Frozen Meals program on the
below dates at 9 AM.
April 20
May 11
June 15
July 13
In March, 100 meals were prepared.
---------HUNTINGDON COLLEGE
NIGHT AT
TEMPLE BETH OR
Once again, Temple Beth Or
welcomes religion students and
faculty of Huntingdon College to our
temple for a program of discussion
and worship, followed by a reception.
This long-standing custom has proven
to be important to both communities.
On Friday evening, April 3, Rabbi
Stevens will make an opening
presentation to our guests at 5:00 p.m.
in the sanctuary. The students and
faculty in the Department of Religion
will then join us for services, after
which our Sisterhood will host a
reception open to all. Please
welcome our guests, and join us for
this special service.

YOUTH GROUP
The "Blessing of the Sun" event will
be held on April 8, at 7:00 a.m., at the
Riverwalk Ampitheatre. We are
asking that BOOTY members help
distribute some attractive 11x14
posters promoting this event. You
can stop by the Temple and pick up
as many posters as you like and help
get them up in our larger stores
around town (or at the "Y" or other
appropriate places). Thanks for
helping to support our Temple events.
Sharon Berry
BOOTY Advisor
---------Sisterhood
As I sit down to write this bulletin
article it is the second day of spring
and I can promise everyone I am
already enjoying every minute of this
beautiful weather! There is
something about this time of year that
makes me smile all the time (except
for the pollen, which is a nuisance).
Aren't we fortunate to live in
Montgomery, not just for the
beautiful weather, but even more so
for all of our wonderful friends.
This past month Sisterhood had a
lovely Purim celebration thanks to the
mother-daughter team of Allison
Williamson and Joy Kaplan. Joy's
hammentaschen are delicious for
those of you who missed them at this
event and at the Food Festival.
This month we have two very nice
events going on at Temple. On Friday
evening, April 3rd is our annual
Huntingdon college night which
Aimee Harris is hosting for the
second year. If you would like to help
her entertain these intellectual young
adults please call her at 279-0567.
Carol Loeb is busy planning our
second night Seder which will be on
Thursday evening April 9th. If you

are planning to attend you must get
your reservation in asap. We really
need more reservations.

public and private writings and placed
them within historical context.

Red Sea by Diane Tullson: An ALA
Also, please mark your calendar for
(American Library Association) Best
Tuesday, May 12th for our closing
Book, this young adult novel tells the
luncheon. Robin Blitz is in the midst story of 14-year old Libby who,
of planning our luncheon which will rather uncooperatively, embarks with
be held at Wynlakes Country Club.
her stepfather and mother on a yearlong sailing trip. When their boat is
So to all of you very special ladies,
set upon by modern-day pirates,
enjoy the colorful flowers, the trees
Libby’s stepfather is killed and her
budding and the birds making such
mother is seriously injured. If Libby
beautiful sounds. I know I will!!!
and her mother are to survive, it will
be Libby who must make it happen.
My Best to You All,
Lisa Dateline: Israel: New Photography
and Video Art by Susan Turnarkin
---------Goodman:
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
From the book jacket – “What can art
tell us about Israel today? Is there an
The ISJL Education Conference will artistic consensus among those living
take place on June 28-30, at the
inside and outside the country?
Hilton Hotel in Jackson, Mississippi. These questions are at the heart of
To register for this event, please
Dateline: Israel … a compelling
notify me by April 12th. Bo ul'mad, volume that presents photographs of
tzei ve lameid — come and learn,
Israel from the diverse outlooks of
go and teach!
nearly two dozen international artists
…”.
Sharon Berry, Co-Principal
(334) 290-0445 Tommy. To Tommy, for His Third
daberry40@netscape.net Birthday in Terezin, 22 January 1944
written and illustrated by Bedrich
---------Fritta: This is a unique book … a
children’s book created by a father
from the Library
for his three-year old son while living
A few more recent additions to the
in the Terezin Ghetto in 1944. It is a
library collection:
collection of simply pictures,
seemingly of a child’s ordinary life,
Einstein on Politics: His Private
full of those things three-year olds do
Thoughts and Public Stands on
(and get themselves into). The reader
Nationalism, Zionism, War, Peace,
will be happy to know that Tommy
and the Bomb edited by David E.
did survive. For the introduction to
Rowe and Robert Schulman: The
this volume he wrote, “As I reflect on
subtitle just about says it all. Rowe
the course of my life, words are
and Schulman are leading scholars on insignificant, as they dissolve and
Einstein. While we know of Einstein vanish into a mist of forgetfulness.
the scientist, what this volume
Only love survives, love that pulses
accomplishes is showing us Einstein with life and grows stronger. This is
the political and social activist. The the love that emanates from the pages
editors have gathered together an
of this book and reaches out to touch
extensive collection of the scientist’s us …”.

You will notice that only one name
appears on the library column this
month. Like it has for so many others,
the state of the economy has affected
the temple library, in our case
necessitating a curtailing of work
hours and new book purchases. In
light of this, Brenda will be taking a
hiatus from the library, and Eric will
continue to work to keep things
moving forward.
Eric A. Kidwell, MLS

Panim el Panim Report
When I went to Panim el Panim, I
didn't know what to expect. I quickly
learned that it was not a laid-back
event. Every day was filled with
excitement and fun. While there, I
helped out at Emmaus, which is an
organization that helps elderly people
who have trouble either getting around
or getting food. I also participated in
Street Torah, where other teens and I
gave homeless people items such as
socks, hats, and other essentials. I
also became actively involved in
politics while there. I was able to
lobby with the Alabama Senator
Richard Shelby about topics that were
important to me in the community. I
gained a sense of accomplishment
from it. I felt that I had helped the
lives of individuals and also made a
difference to my community as a
whole.
I would like to thank the congregation
for their support of Danielle and me in
going on this trip.
Jeff Herring

IN SEARCH OF

The Food Festival bakery
staff is in need of onehandled metal ice trays
like the one in the photo.
If you have any you’d
like to donate please drop
them by the Temple
office.

TREE OF LIFE
Don’t forget the Tree of Life
for graduations, birthdays,
Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s and other
special times in your life.
Large leaves are $350 and
small ones, $250. Contact
Carol Hart or the Temple
regarding purchase.
Author of Making Up
With Mom, Deborah Carr

Thursday, May 7, 7 PM
Making Up With Mom shares
dozens of stories from real
mothers and daughters that show
how close-knit relationships in all
kinds of families (Jewish and
otherwise) can create a pressureMonday, April 6, 2009 - 9:30 A.M. - Noon
cooker situation. We carefully
sidestep the tired old stereotypes,
Physical Education Complex x FREE ADMISSION
Open to the Public
such as the needling and intrusive
mother or the spoiled daughter,
RABBI STEVENS WILL BE PARTICIPATING.
and offer dozens of tips from
experts to help mothers and daughters reclaim loving relationships.
Deborah Carr, PhD, is a sociology professor at Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, NJ. She has also served on the faculties of University of
Wisconsin and University of Michigan. She is the author/editor of five books
and more than 50 journal articles and book chapters focused on family
relationships, health, and aging. Her research has been
featured in New York Times, Newsweek, TIME
Magazine, Wall Street Journal, National Public radio, and
other major media. Carr lives in Highland Park, New
Jersey.
There is no charge and all are invited. Sponsored by
the Rothschild-Blachschleger Fund.

TBO ADULT EDUCATION AND SPECIAL SPEAKER PROGRAMS
This month Rabbi Stevens offers a special one-hour adult education discussion in addition to his evening classes on
Commentaries (see below).
Thursday, April 2, 12:30 PM, Adult Ed: "The Traditions of Passover." Class will last one hour.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rabbinic Commentaries on the Stories of Torah. Classes will meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., starting on
January 21 and continuing through the middle of April (with a break during Passover). Classes will last one hour.
[TOPICS: Apr 1, Golden Calf. x Apr 15, Death of Moses.]

FINDING GOD: A NEW ADULT EDUCATION SERIES ON THE JEWISH VIEWS OF GOD
Judaism has never developed a creed that defines Jewish belief. Focusing instead on how we live our lives,
Judaism has always left matters of belief up to the individual. As a result, through the ages Jewish
philosophers and theologians have offered many schools of thought. In their diversity of approaches no one
theology "defines" Judaism, yet each has its followers, and many of us who search for meaning and a belief
we can call our own find that one or more of our great philosophers speaks to us in profound ways.
This class will cover five approaches, each on a Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.:
April 29, Saadiah Gaon
May 13, Maimonides
May 20, Hermann Cohen
May 27, Abraham Joshua Heschel and Martin Buber
June 3, Kabbalah and the mystical view of God
Each class will last about an hour. Registration is encouraged: Call Gina Friday at 262-3314.

Authors of Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar - Understanding Philosophy
Through Jokes, Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein

Thursday, April 23, 7 PM
Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar – Understanding Philosophy Through Jokes is a book that explains basic
philosophical concepts through classic jokes. Longtime friends, Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein, graduates
of Harvard in philosophy, collaborated on the book. After being rejected by 40 publishers, the book was
accepted by Abrams Image Books, and immediately became a bestseller. It has been translated into 20
languages and appeared on bestseller
lists in the U.S., France, and Israel.
There is no charge and
all are invited. Sponsored by the
Men’s Club and the
Rothschild-Blachschleger Fund.

Beyond April!
Wednesday, May 6, 7 PM, Adult Ed: Finding God: Maimonides
Thursday, May 7, 7 PM, Guest Speaker: Deborah Carr discussing the book, entitled "Making Up with Mom:
Why Mothers and Daughters Disagree about Kids, Cooking, and Careers (and What to Do About It)."
Saturday, May 9, 9:30 AM, Monthly Shabbat Morning Service. Light brunch served.
Monday, May 11, 9 AM, Cooking for MACOA's Frozen Meals program.
Tuesday, May 12, Noon, Sisterhood Closing Luncheon. Wynlakes Country Club.
Wednesday, May 13, 7 PM, NEW DATE, Movie Night: "The Line King: The Al Hirschfeld Story."
Sponsored by Men's Club. Light snacks and drinks.
Sunday, May 17, 4 PM (time tentative), Annual Meeting, followed by wine and cheese.
Wednesday, May 20, 7 PM, Adult Ed: Finding God: Hermann Cohen
Wednesday, May 27, 7 PM, Adult Ed: Finding God: Abraham Joshua Heschel and Martin Buber
Thursday, May 28, 11:30 AM, L’Chaim League – Cruise and lunch aboard the Harriott II Riverboat.
Friday, May 29, 6 PM, Shavuot/Confirmation.
Wednesday, June 3, 7 PM, Adult Ed: Finding God: Kabbalah and the mystical view of God
Saturday, June 6, 9:30 AM, Monthly Shabbat Morning Service. Light brunch served.
Monday, June 15, 9 AM, Cooking for MACOA's Frozen Meals program.
Wednesday, July 8, Noon, L'Chaim League Luncheon with Speaker Deborah Iskandar. Location to be
announced.
Monday, July 13, 9 AM, Cooking for MACOA's Frozen Meals program.
Be sure to check upcoming bulletins for possible date changes and more information.
You may also consult the TBO website for additional information at www.templebethor.net.

PASSOVER
WORD FIND

MAROR
MATZOH
KADESH
EGG
SEDER
PESACH
AFIKOMAN
SEDER
AFIKOMAN
EGG
ELIJAH
PASSOVER
CUP
ELIJAH
KADESH

April 2009
Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net.

Sun

5
L'Chaim League,
Jasmine Hills
Tour and Picnic
Lunch.
12:30 PM

Mon

6
AUM Holocaust
Education
Program.
9:30 AM

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Rabbi's class on
Commentaries:
Golden Calf. .
6:30 PM

2
Adult Ed: "The
Traditions of
Passover."
12:30 PM

3
Huntingdon
College Night
Shabbat Service
and reception.
6 PM

4
Monthly Shabbat
Morning Service.
9:30 AM

8
Birkat HachamaThe Blessing of
the Sun.
Riverwalk
Amphitheater.
7 AM

9
Passover Seder
5 PM

10
Shabbat Service
and Teacher
Appreciation.
6 PM

11

16

17
Shabbat Service
6 PM

18

24
Shabbat Service
6 PM

25

Office Closed
12

13

14

15
Rabbi's class on
Commentaries:
Death of Moses.
6:30 PM

Office Closed
19

20
Cooking for
MACOA's Frozen
Meals program.
9 AM

21

22

23
Guest Speakers:
Cathcart and
Klein.
7 PM

26

27

28

29
Adult Ed:
Finding God,
Saadiah Gaon
7 PM

30
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last day of Passover.
observance of the first and
Wednesday, April 15th in
Thursday, April 9th and
will be closed on
The Temple Beth Or office

