A VIEW FROM THE BIMAH

This semester has been my fourth as an adjunct
professor at Huntingdon College. I’ve enjoyed the
experience, and appreciate the history of our
congregation’s close ties to Huntingdon, including our
annual Huntingdon College Night, set
this year for Friday evening, April
8. I’ve been fortunate enough to teach
courses on the 300 or 400 level, in that
my classes are small elective
seminars, with students who are
beyond the basic level, and are there
because their interest leads them to
these classes, rather than just for
filling in credits.
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and Gypsies and homosexuals and those with mental
illness also suffered and died?

Yet the more I read, the more I conclude that – with all
the evil and suffering that we humans are capable of
inflicting on each other – the Holocaust was unique, as
the only example of a state-sponsored, assembly-line
murder program, involving an organized, regime-wide
bureaucracy, publicly committed to annihilating an
entire people everywhere, not just within their
borders. What is so frightening, and makes this study
so important, is that the very banality of the evil in
what was a highly cultured society means that it can
happen again. Though we think of ourselves as
civilized and moral, we have to work hard to deepen
My earlier classes covered conflicts in Jewish history; our commitment to justice and righteousness, lest what
we think we have becomes only a veneer in tough
rabbinic commentaries on Torah, and Jewish
mysticism. This semester, my course is an introduction times, or lest we be swept up by demagoguery. It can
happen.
to the Holocaust, an especially challenging subject
given not just the wealth of material or even the many
Our class at Huntingdon has also been inspired by
nuances of interpretation, but also the emotional
content. This is not the kind of course where one can stories of miraculous survival, and the heroic courage
of individuals who, risking death, helped Jews to
ask, “Are you enjoying your classes?” Videos, eyesurvive. In the Netherlands, Christians hid some
witness accounts, survivor testimonies and oral
22,000 Jews, who survived, while the number was
histories are sobering, and both students and teacher
close to 30,000 in Belgium. Certain monasteries in
are often moved in ways that probably don’t happen
France hid many hundreds of Jewish
much in an academic setting.
children. Whether Jews were hidden in cages at the
zoo (Warsaw), or in emptied tombs at a cemetery
I sometimes hear complaints that we devote entirely
(Buczacz, Poland), or as phony factory workers (Oskar
too much time to Holocaust studies and Holocaust
discussions. I’ve heard it said that, generations on, it’s Schindler in Brunnlitz, Moravia), altogether hundreds
time to let it go already; or, that there even seems to be of thousands of Jews were enabled to survive by
something elitist when we emphasize the Holocaust, in righteous Christians.
a world where genocide is still with us, and we haven’t
paid nearly as much attention to Rwanda or Darfur or One of my Huntingdon students wrote that our
other more contemporary examples. Why do we keep generation could not do what they did, who showed
singling out the Jews, when so many Poles and Slavs such courage. I disagree. In realizing that the capacity
for acting on hatred or racism is
still with us, I believe that our
Saturday, April 30
capacity to do infinite good is also
Shabbat Morning Service
part of who we are; we cannot
Saturday morning, April 30th, Rabbi Stevens will lead a
know the depths of our courage
Shabbat morning service along with Student Cantor
until we are tested, and I hope we
Markowicz, including Torah reading and Torah study.
never are.
Service including Torah study and a light brunch will run
from 9:30 – 11:15 a.m.
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It was so wonderful to see so many people at services last
Friday evening as we celebrated Thirty Years of the Temple
Beth Or Singers! What a great way to celebrate together with
such wonderful music and fellowship. I appreciate the many
hours Elizabeth French and Rabbi Stevens spent planning such
a meaning tribute to the singers. It was especially touching for
the service to begin with Janice Baylinson lighting the Sabbath
candles and to have Rabbi Baylinson reminiscence about the
past. I know we all appreciate the lovely gift from the Emily
and Irvin Gassenheimer Fund and it was so nice to have
Emilee and Mary “T” be with us. As always, Sharon
McDaniel and Robin Blitz did a beautiful job with the
reception and I always appreciate them so graciously
preparing such lovely events.
I am also so very grateful that Gina Friday is well and back at
work. I so very much appreciate Marlene Beringer for
organizing the office work schedule and Mae Cohen for
organizing the schedule for meals Temple members prepared
and sent to Gina.
Please mark your calendar now for the Annual Meeting which
will be held on May 22, 2011. We have important business to
discuss and it is important that all members attend. I look
forward to seeing you at services!

Office: bethor@templebethor.net
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net
www.templebethor.net

Happy Passover!

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections or
inaccuracies in the bulletin.

When scheduling
calendar events
involving the Temple
it is important that
you check dates with the Federation and the
Temple for potential conflicts within the Jewish
community. Their number is 277-5820 and you
can view the community calendar at
www.jewishmontgomery.org.

TREE OF LIFE
Don’t forget the Tree of Life
for graduations, birthdays, Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs and other special times in your
life. Large leaves are $350 and small ones,
$250. Contact Sharon McDaniel or the
Temple regarding purchase.

Jenny Ives,
President
Mazel Tov!
Ed Simon’s granddaughter,
Jaime Benator,
is the recipient of the 2011
Army Spirit of Nursing
Award. Each year only one
student in the country is
selected to receive this
prestigious award. The Dean
of Nursing at Mercer College
will join Jaime at the
acceptance ceremony in Salt
Lake City.
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Recent Death
Robin Lund ז״ל
February 23, 2011


Niece of Anita Reznikoff

Contributions to Funds
We greatly appreciate the people who
support Temple Beth Or by remembering
and honoring their friends and loved ones
through their generous contributions.
Those that are received after the 20th of the
month will be in the next bulletin.

ARCHIVES FUND
In Memory of
My Sister, Carolyn Drum
Mr. Leo J. Drum, Jr.
In Memory of
My Wife, Martha Drum
Mr. Leo J. Drum, Jr.
FLORAL FUND
In Honor of the 85th Birthday of
Corinne F. Capilouto
Mrs. Joan Hanan
In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of
Maurice and Peggy Mussafer
Robin and Jeff Blitz
Steve and LeAnne Wallace
GENERAL FUND
In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of
Maurice and Peggy Mussafer
Mary Lynne and Eli Capilouto
In Honor of
Sharon McDaniel's 70th Birthday
Alison and Greg Williamson
MUSIC APPRECIATION FUND
In Memory of
Jane Bragg Kyle
Joan Bowen
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
With My Gratitude
Rabbi Elliot Stevens
Babette Barmettler
In Honor of
Rabbi Elliot Stevens
James Loeb Family
SOCIAL CONCERNS
In Memory of
Joseph Eli Capilouto
Jeanette Rothfeder Posner
Mrs. Joyce Strassburger
In Memory of
Joseph Eli Capilouto
Robin and Andy Kromis

YOUTH AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In Memory of
Gail Straus
Clare Weil & Bob Weisberg

---------BIRTHDAYS
1........Anne Franco
6........Paul Freehling
6........Lee Freibaum
7........James Levy
7........Alexandra Levy
8........Aimee Harris
8........Bill Heilpern
9........Robert Lieberman
11......Joan Loeb
11......Elliot Stevens
12......Lucille Goldsmith
13......Sandi Stern
14......Anna Stevens
16......Frances Capouya
16......Terri Capouya
16......Alison Hanan Berman
17......Alan Weil, Sr.
21......Steve Wallace
22......Ricky Loeb
22......Maurice Mussafer
22......Sandy Lynn Stevens
25......Alvin Benn
25......Steve Schloss
26......Steve Coleman
29......Ronnie Leet
30......Hermine Herzfeld
---------ANNIVERSARIES
7 ........ Lynne & Pete Ginsburg
21 ...... Elise & Terry Toney
25 ...... Anne & Hal Bloom
26 ...... June & Seymour Cohn
30 ...... Betty & Robert Goldberg

---------Birthday and Anniversary Blessings
on April 1st.
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YAHRZEITS
To be read 4/1/2011
Mathilda I. Cohen
Mildred Ginsburg
Myron C. Lobman
Abraham Rothfeder
Seymour M. Schafer
To be read 4/8/2011
Janice Wolf Capilouto
Zelda Franco
Arthur Freehling
Ruth R. Rothschild
To be read 4/15/2011
Marilyn Carleton
Elizabeth Feinman
Louis M. Kaufman
Charles A. Kohn, Jr.
Jane Hoskins Sheehan
To be read 4/22/2011
Gertrude Stern Behrman
Lillian Brownstein
David Byck
Victor E. Hanan
Dr. David B. Monsky
Richard "Dick" Newman
Carolyn Rice
Herbert Rice
Samuel Leopold Schloss
Florian Strassburger
Ira K. Weil, Sr.
To be read 4/29/2011
Isaac Alhadeff
Anna Bean
Louna Capouya
Devra Bern Finkelstein
Nathan Lobman
Henry M. Pirtle, Jr.
Roslyn H. Schulwolf
Meyer Shum

SISTERHOOD
I encourage all of you to celebrate
Passover at our second night community
Seder on Tuesday evening, April 19th.
Please send your reservation form early
before the April 5th deadline (additional
charge for late reservations). Thank you
in advance to Sandy Lynn Stevens for
organizing this major function for
Sisterhood.
Corinne Capilouto has planned our
Closing Luncheon on May 10th at
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts with
Delores Boyd presenting the program.
The meeting will be very important as we
vote on our continued affiliation with
Women of Reform Judaism. WRJ has
honored our request for a 50% dues
reduction for the upcoming year only.
We need as many of our members in
attendance to vote on this important
decision. I encourage all to visit the WRJ
website at www.wrj.org for more
information. Please join us for a
meaningful luncheon meeting.
Marlene Beringer, President
***
L’CHAIM LEAGUE
Enjoy an afternoon of beautiful
surroundings at Jasmine Hill Gardens
on Friday, April 15th. We will meet
there at 11:00 AM. After our tour, we
will have our brown-bag picnic lunch on
the grounds. The cost for the tour is
$7.00. Please, call to make your
reservation by Tuesday, April 12th!
An exciting new business, The Vintage
Olive, has opened in the Peppertree
Shopping Center. We will meet there at
10:00 am on Thursday, May 5th, and
have a presentation and taste-testing of
all the different oils and olives. Lunch
will follow at Sinclairs on Vaughn Road.
Our summer plans include a barbecue
lunch at Jamie and Ricky Loeb's lake
home. We would love for you to include
our events in your schedules.
I look forward to seeing all of you.
Linda R. Smith

YOUTH GROUP

more interested in the impact of the
carnage on human beings than in military
Danielle Berry, Jeff Herring and Sara
maneuvers or bang-bang.” And Quil
Crowe attended the NFTY Convention in
Lawrence, the Kabul bureau chief for
Dallas, Texas on February 18-22. They
NPR, calls the book “(i)lluminating and
had an amazing experience as they were
terrifying. Thanassis Cambanis journeyed
united with over 700 NFTY (National
to the heartland of the most important,
Federation of Temple Youth) teens from
least understood armed actor in the
across the nation to learn, sing, share, and
Middle East. The souls he met along the
pray. Some of the highlights of the
way are rendered with compassion but not
weekend’s programming was a concert by
spared the same unflinching lens that
Dan Nichols and Josh Nelson.
Cambanis turns on his own biases.”
The next NFTY-SAR event will be on
Chicken Dreaming Corn by Roy
April 29 - May 1 at Temple Beth El in
Hoffman. For many, the only
Charlotte, NC. Booty members in grades
recommendation Hoffman’s novel may
9th - 12th are eligible to attend. Please
need is this: “Read this novel to find, from
contact Sharon Berry at (334) 290-0445 to
Europe and the past, characters who
register.
represent some of the best aspects of our
BOOTY Members: Save the Date Southern heritage. A story of great appeal
April 17th will be our next
in prose lean and clean. Congratulations to
event. Information will be emailed to
Roy Hoffman for his fine work." --Harper
you.
Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird
***
The Year of Goodbyes by Debbie Levy.
Recommended for grades 5-8, Booklist
FROM THE LIBRARY
states that Levy’s novel “makes a good
A few of the new novels recently added to introduction to Holocaust literature,
the library:
especially for those who aren’t quite ready
for scenes of death camps.” The novel is
The Things a Brother Knows by Dana
inspired by Levy’s mother’s poetry album
Reinhardt. This young adult novel
from her childhood in Nazi Germany.
received excellent reviews from both
School Library Journal and Booklist, the School Library Journal say, “ … Levy has
former calling it “A powerful and timely created a verse novel slim in length but
long on beauty, power, and anguish.”
portrait of young men trying to make
sense of their lives,” and the latter giving
Eric A. Kidwell, MLS
it a starred review. Reinhardt presents the
***
reader with a story of two AmericanIsraeli brothers, Boaz who is the older
JEFFREY HERRING – AN
brother just returned from fighting in a
APPRECIATION
war (in “some desert country half a world
away”), and Levi who is concerned about Our TBO calendar has an entry for
the change in his brother upon his return. Saturday morning, May 14: the Bar
As Booklist states, “…the characters seem Mitzvah of Jeffrey Herring.
so real that they may live in readers’
Jeffrey, a high school senior heading off
minds long after the final page is turned.” for college this fall, has been an
extraordinary resource for our
A Privilege to Die by Thanassis
congregation over these last several
Cambanis. Subtitled Inside Hezbollah’s
years. Trained in classical guitar, he early
Legions and Their Endless War Against
expressed an interest in learning to be a
Israel, Cambanis, a veteran foreign
song leader, and has pursued that interest
correspondent, delivers an inside look at
Hezbollah that has received rave reviews. through regional NFTY conferences, a
national NFTY convention, and an
“A gripping, street-level view of
intensive training program at the Reform
Hezbollah. Cambanis brings Hezbollah
Movement’s Kutz Camp in Warwick,
out of the shadows to show how it has
New York.
become the world’s most sophisticated
resistance group,” states Richard Engel,
chief foreign correspondent for NBC
News. The New York Times Book Review
calls it “(a) valuable account. Cambanis is
one of those rare foreign correspondents
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Jeff has accompanied dozens of our
worship services, most notably on
Shabbat mornings, but also on Friday
nights and, for the past two years, at our
Kol Ami Sunday school. He now teaches

at our Sunday school, working with some
of our youngest children. Last year he
prepared a CD with Andrea Rae
Markowicz, our student cantor, which
was made available to our members.
Jeff decided to proceed with bar mitzvah
training just a few months ago and, in
between college auditions, he has been
training hard. As with every bar/bat
mitzvah, this service will be an occasion
of great pride not just for Jeff and his
family, but for our entire community.
All are invited to join the Herring family
for lunch following the service.
***
ISRAEL UPDATE FROM ELAD
March 2011, אדר ב התשע"א
Shalom Y’all
I want to share with
you a very
interesting article
written by Kobi Oz,
a famous pop star in
Israel. Kobi
responded to Roger
Waters. Waters is a
famous British rock
star; he has a lot of Israeli fans. He called
for a boycott against Israeli products,
blaming Israel as being an apartheid state.

Gaza — eight years of children living in
fear, eight years of running to bomb
shelters. Yet I meet and play music with
my Palestinian colleagues. When there is
bad news, we do not boycott each other;
we argue. Even when it’s hard, we try to
keep in touch, because we know that
peace starts with musicians playing
together, with the two peoples getting to
know each other.
Unfortunately, the Middle East isn’t the
most stable place, so Israelis know we
have to be very careful as we pursue
peace. We could sign an agreement with a
moderate regime and suddenly find
ourselves confronted with a
fundamentalist enemy. We withdrew from
Gaza and got Hamas. We pulled out of
southern Lebanon, and now Hezbollah
dominates the Lebanese government. We
gave back the Sinai, and now Egypt is a
great unknown....
Jews from around the world came to
Israel to fulfill our ancient dream of
returning to our homeland, and to bring
an end to our long nightmare of having no
country to call our own.
Now you, in effect, are demanding that
we forget all our dreams and become a
minority in our own homeland. Are you
serious?

the sanctuary. The students and faculty in
the Department of Religion will then join
us for services, after which our Sisterhood
will host a reception open to all. Please
welcome our guests, and join us for this
special service.
***
INTERFAITH HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL SERVICE SET FOR
MAY 1
Interfaith Montgomery, the interfaith
clergy group comprised of a dozen or
more faiths and denominations, is
planning its second annual Interfaith
Holocaust Memorial Service – on Sunday
afternoon, May 1, at 2:00 p.m. The
service will take place at Agudath Israel *
Etz Ahayem; aside from Rabbis Kramer
and Stevens and other area clergy leaders,
Student Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz
will participate.
Our city and state offer a number of
educational and memorial events in
connection with Holocaust observance –
in the State Capitol, at AUM, and at
Maxwell Air Force Base, among
others. This is the only event, however,
that provides a religious voice in
memorializing the Holocaust.

***
Of course, we Israelis have plenty of
HEARING LOSS
I was very excited to read Kobi Oz
room for improvement and could do more
respond to Waters and made a short
SUPPORT
GROUP
to pursue peace. But you should
summery to share with you:
The next meeting will be Thursday, April
understand that if we are cautious, it is
Dear Mr. Waters,
14th at Wesley Hall at the First United
because our very survival is at stake.
Methodist Church. Entrance on Park
I was deeply disappointed to learn that
If you truly want to be helpful in bringing
Avenue. The time is 4:00 PM.
you have decided to build a wall between about peace, embrace the power of
The speaker will be Mr. Harry Wooten who
yourself and your Israeli fans. We love
dialogue, not boycotts. Music is for
will be coming from the Birmingham’s
you here in Israel. Surely, you must know breaking down walls, not for building
EAR INSTITUTE. He is the executive vice
that from the warm reception you
new ones.
president of this amazing group which had
received when you performed here five
Kobi Oz done extensive research on hearing. He is
years ago at the Jewish-Arab village of
associated also with the Child Center, a
***
Neve Shalom.
division of the Children’s Hospital which
HUNTINGDON COLLEGE
What you may not realize is that most
serves Montgomery.
Israelis believe in a two-state solution.
NIGHT AT
Also, Dr. Michael Crouse will be at the
But this vision is not as easy to turn into a
TEMPLE BETH OR
meeting and will give FREE screenings for
reality as you may think. Instead of
hearing. Should the members of Temple
Once again, Temple Beth Or welcomes
recognizing the situation’s complexity,
Beth Or be interested in the hearing
you have joined the campaign to boycott religion students and faculty of
screening, they might want to come by 3:30.
Israel, appointing yourself as a judge in a Huntingdon College to our temple for a
As you know, we are all volunteers and we
program of discussion and worship,
conflict between Middle Eastern tribes.
have enjoyed the meetings which have been
followed by a reception. This long(How British of you!)
interesting and informal. Refreshments are
standing custom has proven to be
I’m surprised that you would choose to
served. No cost to anyone for we have a
important to both communities.
side with the extremists who don’t believe
small grant from the Alabama Relay
in dialogue. I come from a small town in On Friday evening, April 8, Rabbi
Service. If you would like more
Stevens will make an opening
Israel called Sderot. My hometown is
information, contact
frequently bombarded with missiles from presentation to our guests at 5:00 p.m. in
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SAVE
THE
DATE

Temple Beth Or
Reception and
Annual Meeting.
May 22, 2011  4:30 PM
On Wednesday, April 6th, at 7:30 PM, the
Jewish Federation will bring Jennifer Kraft to
Temple Beth Or to elaborate on the many
ways that campaign dollars provide vital
assistance to Jews overseas.

Ms. Kraft is the Director of Community
Relations at the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, where she has been
the recipient of the Ralph I. Goldman
Fellowship in
International Jewish
Communal Service
and for whom she
has conducted
community
development and
Jewish educational
projects for JDC in
Bombay and
Kiev. From 1996-1999 Jennifer was based in
Jerusalem as a member of JDC’s Russian Division,
conducting community development work with
Jewish communities throughout the Former Soviet
Union. Ms. Kraft will be available to answer any of
your questions. The event is free, and campaign
donations will be accepted.

JEWISH ETHICAL DILEMMAS: WAR, SOCIAL JUSTICE, SEX AND INTIMACY –
RABBI STEVENS’S CLASS TO BEGIN IN MARCH
From the time of the prophets on – indeed, all the way back to the days of Torah – Judaism has provided
guidance on both public and private behavior; issues of social and economic justice, international relations,
education, family life and personal behavior can all be studied and debated from the perspective of traditional
Jewish texts. In this course of three classes, we will explore some contemporary ethical dilemmas through the
lens of Jewish tradition. Classes will meet on alternate Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Blachschleger Library at
TBO, starting March 17. The subjects are:
WAR: Is it morally acceptable to
use surveillance and profiling to
protect national security? Should
war only be used in self-defense? Is
torture in times of war morally
acceptable?
[Thursday March 17]

SOCIAL JUSTICE: Are hate
crimes legislation and affirmative
action fair? Is the death penalty
morally acceptable? What sacrifices
must we make to protect the
environment?
[Thursday, March 31]
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SEX AND INTIMACY: Are you
obligated to tell your partner if you
want to have sex with someone else?
Is it morally acceptable to be a
stripper or prostitute? Must you tell
your partner if you get pregnant or
have an STD? [Thursday, April 14]

AIEA ADULT
EDUCATION

Closing Sisterhood
Luncheon
May 10th  Noon
Museum
of Fine Arts
$18.00 p.p.
Your check
is your reservation
MAIL TO:
Sharon McDaniel
2632 Old Orchard Lane
Montgomery, AL 36117
RESERVATION
DEADLINE MAY 1ST
SPEAKER: Delores Boyd—
Attorney and Mediator,
former Municipal Court
Judge and Federal
Magistrate Judge

Rabbi Kramer will be starting
an Introduction to Judaism
Benjamin's Bar Mitzvah
class beginning March 8 at
was a memorable event in
12:30 PM and meeting
approximately every other week and will
our lives and we would like
include a light lunch. Each class we will
to extend our heart-felt
watch a 30 minute video on the topic of that gratitude to our wonderful
class and then have a discussion on that
congregational family for
topic. A fellow classmate of Rabbi
all of their support
Kramer’s in Rabbinical School has put
in making this event a
together this DVD series and should make
special one.
for very interesting discussions. No previous
knowledge or Hebrew is required; only your
The Berry Family
presence.
Remaining classes will be:
April 12, 28
May 12, 24, 31
June 14, 28

Huntingdon College Night
Friday night, April 8th
Reception to follow

AIEA ADULT EDUCATION
Tuesday, April 5
Monthly Lunch and Learn with
Rabbi Kramer at 12:30 PM Lunch
provided for a nominal fee.

The Montgomery Ballet and the
MPAC present Romeo and Juliet ,
a full length ballet in 3 acts.
Shakespeare’s masterpiece about
Love, Faith, and Pride set to
Prokofiev’s haunting score with
The Montgomery Ballet’s 26
professional artists and new
choreography by its artistic
director Elie Lazar,
Friday, April 8th at 7:30 PM and Saturday, April 9th at 2:30 PM and
7:30 PM at the
Montgomery Performing Arts Centre
The ballet will feature Shahar Dori, an Israeli dancer. Montgomery Ballet
is happy to offer discounts to the Jewish community of 30%. Tickets can
be purchased by visiting the Montgomery Performing Arts Centre Box
Office or by calling them at 334.401.5100 and giving the code
“dance11”. This will get you the discounted ticket price.

Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. Too often we find out about illnesses, crises
and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if
there is a concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).

We would like to know.

We need your help in order to offer ours.
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RABBI’S HAFTARAH ANNIVERSARY
During our Shabbat morning service on Saturday,
April 9, Rabbi Stevens will observe the 50th
anniversary of his bar mitzvah by chanting his
Haftarah portion – the Second Book of Kings,
Chapter 7. “Haftarah” is an additional reading of
Scripture read on Shabbat as part of the
traditional morning service. During the brunch
that usually follows our Shabbat morning
services, Rabbi Stevens will
lead a study session on his
Haftarah passage.

Alvin Steinhart Scholarships for Postsecondary
Education are now available. Applicants must be:
 Jewish
 Members of Temple Beth Or
 Graduating High School Seniors or Current
College Students
Applications are available through the Temple office.
Please contact Sharon Berry at
daberry40@netscape.net if you need further
information.
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR 2010 – 2011
GUEST SPEAKER

IT’S SHABBAT –
TIME TO READ
TORAH
Reading and studying
Torah on Shabbat has
been a core Jewish
activity and value since
antiquity. This year,
responding to
suggestions from some
TBO members, Rabbi
Stevens will periodically read from the Torah and share
some teaching during Friday night Shabbat services.
For those who long to hear words of Torah and enjoy
Torah services, the next in this occasional series will be
on Friday, April 1, at the usual start time of 6:00 p.m.

The Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture series, featuring noted
authors, has sponsored presentations by three speakers this
season in Montgomery. All programs will begin at 7:00 p.m.,
but note that the dates as listed are still subject to confirmation:
LAST EVENT OF THE SEASON:
May 11, 2011, the leading authority on suicide bombings,
Mordechai D. Dzikansky, author of Terrorist Cop: the NYPD
Jewish Cop Who Traveled the World to Stop Terrorism.
Dzikansky's career began as one of the first yarmulke-wearing,
observant NYPD officers patrolling Brooklyn's streets. From
2003 until 2007, Dzikansky was in Israel as the first NYPD
Intelligence Division Overseas Liaison to the Israel National
Police. His work enhanced the NYPD’s ability to recognize,
react to, prevent and recover from terrorist acts. Currently,
Dzikansky lectures and consults on global security and policing
topics. He appeared on CBS’s 60 Minutes and was featured
in The New York Times and Esquire. Q & A will follow.
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Think of Temple Beth Or Gift Shop Gifts by Michael Aram
when shopping for weddings,
birthdays, Passover, housewarmings
and other simchas. We now have gift
items from Gary Rosenthal, Quest and
our new artist Michael Aram, whose
work is primarily in metal, glass and
granite.

FAMILY FRIENDLY SERVICES
especially for babies, toddlers, kids,
moms, dads and grandparents too!

5:00 - 5:30 PM in the Library
April 1, *May 13, June 10
Jeff Herring will
accompany all
services.

Shop our new selections and receive
10% off through the month of April.

*Accompanied
by Student
Cantor Andrea
Rae Markowicz.
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Sarah Claire Loeb’s Mitzvah Project

You are invited to a
screening of
Turn Left at the
End of the World
on April 2nd after Havdalah
at Agudath Israel. Showing
will be at 8 PM.

In preparation for my Bat Mitzvah,
on November 5th of this year, I am
working on my Mitzvah Project
and would like to ask for your
help. I am collecting art supplies
for elementary children in the
Montgomery Public Schools. So
often, people forget that art is an
important part of a child’s
education. Many art programs have had their
funding cut or greatly reduced. Art has always been
one of my favorite subjects, and I feel lucky to
attend a school with a wonderful art program and
plenty of supplies to let my creativity flow. Since
many schools, or school kids, cannot afford art
supplies, I have asked the public schools to give me
a list of their most needed items. Will you please
look at the list and bring whatever you can
contribute?


Construction Paper

Colored Markers

Drawing paper-standard size and larger

Glue sticks

Good scissors (for left and right-handed
children)


Painting supplies (various sizes of paint
brushes, watercolor paint sets-like
Prang, tempera paints-various colors)

Multi-cultural crayons (skin tones)

Stickers
Here’s how you can donate:
There are drop off bins at the Temple . If you need
help unloading your items, just call ahead and let
Gina know. (262-3314)

Commencing just after the SixDay War & amidst the turbulent
climate of social change & postcolonialism in the ‘60’s, this film
chronicles the relations between
two communities -- Indian &
Moroccan Jews -- in a remote
Israeli desert town through the
eyes of two girls coming of age.

Sponsored by JFCA.

Tel Aviv

Conflict

Jerusalem

Peacetalks

Gaza Strip

Jewish Homeland Forum
Do you want to keep updated about Israel?
Would you like to get to know the daily life in your Jewish
homeland?
Do you want to get these updates from a personal Israeli
perspective?

Join the Jewish Homeland Forum
All you need to do is to send an email to your Israeli Shaliach:
eladarnon@gmail.com and write I’m In! and you will get weekly
updates to your email about life in Israel (Politics, culture, major
events, sport, you can also ask for specific information).
For more details call Elad: 334-224-4220
Maccabi

Flotilla West Bank

Iranian Threat

If you need me to pick them up from you, please call
my mom at 263-7269 and we will be glad to pick
them up.
If you would prefer, a monetary contribution is
welcome. Please make checks out to Montgomery
Public Schools and mail to 2619 Wildwood Drive,
Montgomery, AL 36111 or you may drop them off
at the Temple.
This project will end on May 1, so please bring your
contributions by then!
Thank
you!

Purim, March 19th
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Settlement

THE ART OF MORDECHAI ROSENSTEIN
AT TEMPLE BETHOR!
On Monday, April 4, Temple Beth Or and L’Chaim
League will welcome renowned artist Mordechai
Rosenstein, for a special program and art show. This event
is also part of our adult education series (Gay Winter,
chair), and cosponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger
Lecture and Culture Fund.

The Hebrew alphabet is the essence of the art of Mordechai
Rosenstein. "The flowing forms of the letters have been an
inspiration to me since my youth." Mordechai's love of
these forms is evident in every piece he creates. His vibrant
shapes and colors enhance synagogue interiors, tapestries,
paintings, murals, and silk screen prints.

His unique style evolved as a result of various influences.
He was a member of the first graduating class of Akiba
Hebrew Academy. While studying at The Philadelphia
Rosenstein, represented by Emes Editions of Philadelphia, College of Art, Abstract Expressionist professor Franz
will present 40-50 works of art, including originals,
Kline profoundly influenced Rosenstein. By uniting his
serigraphs, three-dimension art, tapestries and m’zuzot. He interest in Judaica and painting, Rosenstein has given a
will also speak about the history of Jewish art and how
contemporary meaning to the art of Hebrew calligraphy.
Judaism – in particular the Hebrew alphabet – has
Rosenstein feels that "It is very stimulating and rewarding
influenced his work. The presentation and art show will run
to interact with members and communities throughout the
from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., including wine and cheese, in the
country and develop a rapport with them." He and his
Baylinson Social Hall at Temple Beth Or. Works of art will
associate Saul Zalesne have traveled throughout the country
be for sale, and commissions will be made to the temple.
visiting many states where synagogues and conventions
have exhibited Rosenstein's works. Internationally,
audiences in Zurich, Hong Kong, and London have
welcomed Rosenstein, viewing his paintings and
learning form the slide lecture he presents. He has
become one of the leading designers in the stained glass
field. Synagogues all over the United States have
requested Rosenstein to create their stained glass
windows, ark doors, Torah mantles, and memorial or
builders' walls.

Art by
Mordechai
Rosenstein
Pizmon & Tribe of Judah perform at TBO on 3/16.
Above: Pizmon with Rev. Robert Graetz in the TBO
library (and Mark Sabel, president of the JFCA)
Below: Tribe of Judah on the Temple’s stage.
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Join your temple community on Tuesday evening, April 19, when Rabbi Stevens will lead the secondnight Seder at TBO. Sponsored by Sisterhood and professionally catered, this year’s Seder again uses “The
Open Door,” a Passover Haggadah published by the Reform Movement. Fully transliterated and beautifully
illustrated, this Haggadah includes traditional and innovative blessings, gender inclusive language and all the
old favorite songs as well as many new ones.
Seating will begin at 5:00 PM, with the service to begin promptly at 5:30.
The entire program, including dinner, will conclude by 7:30 PM –
assuming, of course, that someone finds the Afikomen!
Space is limited, so reserve now. Deadline is April 5.

Cost for reservations received by April 5
Adults:
Children:

$22.50 Adults with reservation by April 5
$16.50 Children ages 3 – 13 with reservation by April 5
Children 1-2 are free
[Add $2.00 per reservation received after April 5.]
Please note: The Temple Sisterhood is providing Manischewitz
wine for each table, or you may bring your own.
Send checks payable to Temple Beth Or Sisterhood to:
Sharon McDaniel
2632 Old Orchard Lane, Montgomery, AL 36117
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Your registration MUST be in by April 5th.

_________________________________________

I would like to be seated with:

$ _________
$ _________

$ _________
$ _________

_______ adults at $22.50:
______ children at $16.50:
ADD $2.00 per person
after April 5th
Total Due:

Registration Fee Breakdown:

Email: __________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Name of child(ren) attendees:

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Name(s) of adult attendees:

Send checks payable to
Temple Beth Or Sisterhood to:
Sharon McDaniel
2632 Old Orchard Lane
Montgomery, AL 36117

We look forward to having you with us!

PASSOVER SEDER
RESERVATION FORM

Detach at the crease to mail. Fold, seal and stamp and it’s ready to go.

C E L E B R AT E PA S S O V E R AT T B O !

Kahl Montgomery
Temple Beth Or

Seal here

Place
Stamp
Here

2246 Narrow Lane Road
Montgomery, AL 36106

Sharon McDaniel
2632 Old Orchard Lane
Montgomery, Alabama 36117-2410

fold here

What is Passover?
Pesach, known as Passover in English, is a major Jewish spring
festival, commemorating the Exodus from Egypt over 3,000 years
ago. The ritual observance of this holiday centers around a special
home service called the seder (meaning "order") and a festive
meal; the prohibition of chametz (leaven); and the eating of
matzah (an unleavened bread). On the eve of the fifteenth day of
Nisan in the Hebrew calendar, we read from a book called the
hagaddah, meaning "telling," which contains the order of prayers,
rituals, readings and songs for the Pesach seder. The Pesach seder
is the only ritual meal in the Jewish calendar year for which such
an order is prescribed, hence its name.
The seder has a number of scriptural bases. Exodus 12:3-11
describes the meal of lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs
which the Israelites ate just prior to the Exodus. In addition, three
separate passages in Exodus (12:26-7, 13:8, 13:14) and one in
Deuteronomy (6:20-21) enunciate the duty of the parents to tell
the story of the Exodus to their children. The seder plate contains
various symbolic foods referred to in the seder itself.
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Photos from the March 25th gala
Shabbat celebrating Choir's 30
years of excellence.

Top Row/Left to right: Walter Blakeney (tenor), Tom Searcy
(tenor), Bill Taylor (baritone), Harry Gilbert (bass), Anita Wimbish
(contralto), Michael Schrier (bass), John Bell (baritone)
Lower Row/Left to right: James Conely (tenor), Michele Lott
(soprano), Shane Nishibun (tenor), Katie Gilbert (soprano),
Daphne Grimsley (contralto), Linda Webb (contralto)
TBO ISRAEL TRIP SET FOR 2012!
INITIAL REFUNDABLE RESERVATIONS
DUE APRIL 15
For all of our members who have been asking about a Temple-sponsored trip to Israel, the opportunity has arrived!
Planning has begun for an 11-day trip (9 nights in Israel, plus a travel day on
either end), March 12-22, 2012. Our flights will be non-stop from Atlanta Tel Aviv.
This trip, which will be open to all members of Temple Beth Or and their
extended families, will feature these and many other highlights:









Caesarea
Tel Dan Nature Reserve
Jeep tour of Golan Heights
Safed
Rosh Hanika
Acre's Crusader city
Haifa, including a
Druse village
 Mount Carmel
 Jerusalem, including Shabbat
and the Old City






City of David
Hezekiah's water tunnel
YadVashem
Dead Sea, including a camel
ride and Masada
 BeitGuvrin caves
(archaeological dig)
 Israel Museum
 . . . and many more

Hotels will be 4-star, except for 2 nights in a fine
kibbutz guest house in northern Israel. The program
will also include several dinners and evening programs
with scholars and programs of Israeli culture.
While cost projections are not yet set, initial estimates
are approximately $2600 per person [double
occupancy] for the land package, plus about $1500 for
the air. Add-on options will also be available. These
estimated costs are based on 20 participants; include a
pro-rata share to cover Rabbi Stevens’s expenses, and

will be finalized after we have a better indication of interest.
To proceed with our planning, we MUST have a solid indication of interest by April 15, 2011. To do so, please send your check
for $100 per person payable to Temple Beth Or no later than Friday, April 15. These are not yet deposits -- they are fullyrefundable expressions of intent. Deposits and initial reservations will be by brochure later in the spring.
For more information, and for comments on the itinerary, please contact Rabbi Stevens.
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Beyond April!
Sunday, May 1, 2 PM, Interfaith
Holocaust Memorial Service at
Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem.
Sunday, May 1, TBA, BOOTY:
Closing Activity, Six Flags over
Georgia. Date to be determined.
Thursday, May 5, 10 AM, L'Chaim
League visits The Vintage Olive at
Peppertree Shopping Center.
Friday, May 6, 6 PM, A special
Musical Shabbat service featuring
Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms, performed by the
Montgomery Chorale.
Tuesday, May 10, Noon, Sisterhood
Closing Luncheon at Montgomery
Museum of Fine Arts. .
Wednesday, May 11, 7 PM, Guest
Speaker and author, Mordechai
Dzikansky, is the world’s leading
authority on suicide bombings. His
memoir, set for publication in
January, 2011, is “Terrorist Cop:
The NYPD Jewish Cop Who
Traveled the World to Stop
Terrorism.”
Thursday, May 12, 6 PM, JFCA
celebrates Israeli Independence Day
with Israeli Dance group, Re-Vital at
the Performing Arts building, St.
James School on Vaughn Road.
Friday, May 13, 5 PM, Family
Chavurah Shabbat service in the
Blachschleger Library - suitable for
children of all ages.
Friday, May 13, 6 PM, Shabbat
Service with Rabbi Stevens and
Student Cantor Andrea Rae
Markowicz.
Saturday, May 14, 9:30 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Student Cantor
Markowicz. Light brunch served.
Jeffrey Herring's Bar Mitzvah.
Sunday, May 22, 4:30 PM,
Reception and Annual Meeting.
Members only.
Thursday, May 26, 5 Days,

BOOTY: Camp Jenny 2011 at Camp
Coleman in Georgia. (This event is
for 9th-12th graders: application
must be submitted and accepted.)
Saturday, June 4, 7 PM,
CANTORIAL CONCERT with
Andrea Rae Markowicz here at
TBO.
Sunday, June 5, 7 PM,
Confirmation Service at Agudath
Israel*Etz Ahayem.
Tuesday, June 7, 7 PM, Shavuot
Service
Wednesday, June 8, All Day, TBO
Office closed for Shavuot.
Friday, June 10, 5 PM, Family
Chavurah Shabbat service in the
Blachschleger Library - suitable for
children of all ages.
Friday, June 10, 6 PM, Classical
Service with Union Prayer Book.
Saturday, September 24, 7 PM,
S'lichot Service.
Wednesday, September 28, 7:30
PM, Rosh Hashanah Eve Service followed by Annual Reception
Thursday, September 29, 1 PM,
Tashlich at Montgomery Museum
Pond.
Thursday, September 29, 10 AM,
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service
Thursday, September 29, 10:30
AM, Children's Service in Library
Thursday, September 29, All Day,
TBO Office closed for Rosh
Hashanah.
Friday, September 30, 6 PM,
Shabbat Shuvah.
Sunday, October 2, 9:30 AM,
Cemetery Memorial Service: Eternal
Rest Cemetery
Sunday, October 2, 10:30 AM,
Cemetery Memorial Service: Etz
Ahayem Cemetery (new section)
Sunday, October 2, 11 AM,
Cemetery Memorial Service: Etz
Ahayem Cemetery (old section)
Friday, October 7, 7:30 PM, Kol

Nidrei Eve
Saturday, October 8, 10 AM, Yom
Kippur Morning
Saturday, October 8, 12 PM,
Rabbi’s Discussion.
Saturday, October 8, 2:30 PM,
Children’s Service
Saturday, October 8, 3:30 PM,
Memorial Service
Saturday, October 8, 4 PM,
Afternoon & Concluding Services
followed by Break Fast.
Wednesday, October 12, 6 PM,
Sukkot service. This service will be
held outdoors at our TBO sukkah;
join us as we celebrate together with
worship and a symbolic meal inside
our sukkah.
Thursday, October 13, All Day,
TBO Office closed for Sukkot.
Wednesday, October 19, 6 PM,
Simchat Torah Celebration.
Thursday, October 20, All Day,
TBO Office closed for Simchat
Torah.
Saturday, November 5, 10 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Sarah
Clare Loeb's Bat Mitzvah.

SINGLES GROUP
Attention All Jewish Singles
50 & up
Jewish Singles 50 & Up meets at
Outback Steak House on the Eastern
Boulevard on Saturday, April 2nd at
5:30 PM. If you are interested in
attending contact:
Carol Ronning at 279-0140.

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND DURING SERVICES?
A wheelchair and walker are stored in the coat closet and available to members and guests during Temple events.
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April 2011
Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1
5 PM, Family
Chavurah
Shabbat service
6 PM
Shabbat Service
TORAH
READING AND
D’VAR TORAH

3

4

5

6
9:30 AM - Noon,
2011 AUM
Holocaust
Education
Program.

9:30 AM,
Kol Ami Religion
School at TBO.
9:30 - 12
Torah Tots
9:30 - 11

10

12

9
9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service.
Light brunch
served.
Rabbi Stevens
reads his Bar
Mitzvah Haftarah

14
1 PM, Adult Ed
class on Jewish
Ethical Dilemmas
meets in the
Blachschleger
Library. Topic:
Sex and Intimacy.

15
11 AM, L'Chaim
League visits
Jasmine Hill
Gardens. Picnic
lunch and tour.

16

20

21

22
6 PM
Shabbat Service

23

27

28

29
6 PM
Shabbat Service
with Rabbi
Stevens and
Student Cantor
Andrea Rae
Markowicz.

30
9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service
and Torah study
with Student
Cantor
Markowicz. Light
brunch served.
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Model Passover
Seder 11 - 12

18

9:30 AM,
Kol Ami Religion
School at TBO.
9:30 - 12

19
5:30 PM, Second
Seder. Seating will
begin at 5:00 PM,
with the service to
begin promptly at
5:30.

8 PM, Israeli
Movie Club. "Turn
Left at the End of
the World." AIEA

8
6 PM
Shabbat Service &
Huntingdon
College Night.
Reception follows.

9:30 AM,
Kol Ami Religion
School at TBO.
9:30 - 12

17

2
5:30 PM, Jewish
Singles 50 & Up
meets at Outback
Steakhouse.

7

7:30 PM Jennifer
Kraft speaks at
TBO for JFCA.

11

Sat

6 PM
Shabbat Service

TBO Office
closed for
Passover.
24

25

26

9:30 AM,
Kol Ami Religion
School at TBO.
9:30 - 12
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Student Cantor
Andrea Rae Markowicz Weekends:

April 29

May 13

June 4

On her weekends in Montgomery Cantor Markowicz will usually
participate in Friday night Shabbat services, Saturday morning Shabbat
services and Religious School on Sundays.

The Temple Beth Or office will be closed on
Tuesday, April 19th in observance of Passover.

TBO would like to
recognize any graduating
high school or college
students.
Please call the temple with
any graduations you might be aware of.
KOL AMI RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
9:30 - NOON
The Sephardic Cooks
cookbook is now
available through the
Temple office for
$20.00. All proceeds

Meets at TBO
4/3: ........... 9:30 - 12 (Torah Tots 9:30 - 11)
4/10: ......... 9:30 - 12 (Model Passover Seder from 11 - 12)
4/17: ......... 9:30 - 12
4/24: ......... 9:30 - 12
16

Copies of the Temple cookbook are
available for $20.00 plus tax.

