
   

 

 

YOU SHALL BE HOLY 

Sermon given by  
Rabbi Stevens at the 

Thanksgiving Service on 
November 20, 2012 

First United Methodist 
Church, Montgomery 

I can’t tell you how delighted I am that 
our annual Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service is now a tri-partite tradition 
among Temple Beth Or, the First 
United Methodist Church and Church of 
the Ascension.  It seemed like such a 
natural thing to do, after the idea first 
emerged earlier this year, and there is 
even a precedent for an expanded 
community celebration:  I have here a 
program for an interfaith Thanksgiving 
service held on Thanksgiving Day in 
1899, listing a number of participating 
congregations including Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Methodists and Temple 
Beth Or, then called Kahl Montgomery. 

I am also delighted to share this service 
with my esteemed colleagues.  Among 
my favorite calls are those from Dr. 
Bryan, usually to ask after the Jewish 
perspective on some point of scripture.  
Our temple secretary, Gina Friday, 
would ring me that Dr. Bryan is on the 
phone, and I would immediately pull 
one of my commentaries off the shelf, 
so that I could answer his question with 
something cogent, as if I had been ready 
for his question all along.  But I made a 

big mistake this past year: I gave him a 
Torah commentary of his own, leading 
to much more nuanced questions; we 
might still be confused after our 
conversation, but we’re confused on a 
much higher level! 

Reverend Coleman has also become a 
close colleague and friend whom I 
highly esteem, and our relationship has 
deepened through some of our 
programming, in particular the Passover 
Seder we held at Ascension this past 
spring – a wonderful and joyous 
example of interfaith understanding 
with fine food and great company.  I 
look forward to many years of working 
with these colleagues. 

In just a couple of days we will be 
celebrating Thanksgiving, each in our 
own way, hopefully with family and 
friends and in the warm circle of 
community.   

I don’t know if you’ve heard, by the 
way, that a turkey farmer up in 
Arkansas last year was able to breed a 
turkey with six legs, because everyone 
loves turkey legs, and there just weren’t 
ever enough to go around.  But when he 
was asked how it tasted, all he could say 
was, "I don't know!  I never could catch 
the darn thing!" 

Thanksgiving is a great holiday, but I 
think the reason goes beyond the food 
we eat or even the people we share it 
with.  To be sure, America was founded 

as a land of religious 
freedom, and the 
separation of church and 
state is one of our greatest 
treasurers, yet for many of 
us Thanksgiving has 
become a holiday with 
religious overtones that 
reach us all; overtones that 
transcend any particular 
faith.  Other holidays on 

our secular calendar have, for some, 
taken on some overtones of what one 
might call American civil religion, but 
Thanksgiving, in the way we express 
our thanks, is the quintessential example 
of how the values we share stems from 
a faith-based teaching that can be 
translated into the reality of how we 
live.  Thanksgiving is a holy time, a 
time of blessing, a time, even in the 
midst of giving thanks, to rededicate 
ourselves, through our actions, to living 
in the image of God. 

I often think about how the values we 
teach become the lens through which 
we look at the world.  Tonight I’d like 
to take up the theme of holiness, 
especially as expressed in the 19th 
chapter of the Book of Leviticus, the so-
called Holiness Code that opens with 
God’s command, “You shall be holy, 
for I the Lord Your God am holy.”  This 
Chapter – the Holiness Code – is 
considered so important that our Jewish 
tradition ranks higher, even, than the 
Ten Commandments. 

Chapter 19 is a unique chapter in the 
middle of the Book of Leviticus.  
Virtually all the rest of Leviticus has to 
do with rituals pertaining to the 
priesthood and their administration of 
the ritual sacrifices – along with 
chapters on ritual purity, including, for 
example, purification rituals for those 
who have leprosy or other skin 
ailments.  We learn about letting the 
land lie fallow in sabbatical years, and 
the freeing of slaves or remission of 
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Shabbat Morning Service 

 

Saturday morning, 
December 1, Rabbi Stevens 
will lead a Shabbat morning 

service.  Service will run 
from  9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include Torah 

study and a light brunch. 
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Temple Beth Or Officers 
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Diane Weil ......................................Vice-President: Programs 
Gracie Hanchrow ............................Vice-President: Finance 
Morris Capouya ..............................Treasurer 
Susan Finklestein ............................Secretary 
Jenny Ives .......................................Immediate Past President 

 

Board of Trustees 
Frances Capouya ............................Adult Education 
Micki Beth Stiller ...........................Cemetery 
Bob Goldberg .................................Facilities 
Sam Kaufman .................................Long Range Planning 
Andy Weil ......................................Member at Large 
Steve Clein ......................................Membership & Attendance 
Philip Bernstein/Pete Ginsburg ......Men’s Club President 
Jarred Kaplan ..................................Religion School 
Marlene Beringer ............................Ritual 
Susan Bernstein ..............................Sisterhood President 
Adam Finkelstein ...........................Youth & Scholarship 

 

 Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday .....................................Temple Administrator 
Terri Finkelstein .............................Religion School Director 
Sharon Berry ...................................L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ................................Maintenance Manager 
Elizabeth French .............................Organist & Choir Director 

Office Hours  
        Monday                                          CLOSED 
        Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 11-4 
        Friday 11-2 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL  36106 
 

(334) 262-3314 Tel   (334) 263-5183 Fax 
 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi:  rabbiels@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections or 
inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

Celebrating Our  
161st Year 

When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the Temple 

it is important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community.  Their 
number is 277-5820 and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

If you plan to donate marketable securities 
to Temple Beth Or for payment of your 

annual dues or to make a donation, please 
contact Gina Friday at 262-3314 or via 
email at bethor@templebethor.net to 

provide you with the transfer information 
for you to provide to your financial 

institution. 

Warmth, Community, Caring.  Words 
that come to mind when I think of 
Temple Beth Or.   We have just had 
our annual joint Thanksgiving Service 

with First United Methodist Church and our new participant, 
Church of the Ascension.  This annual service will now rotate 
among the three congregations.  It is always nice to celebrate our 
Thanksgivings with two communities, with whom we have had 
close relationships and friendships for many years. 
 
The Rabbi has finished teaching a series called "Taste of Judaism" 
for non-Temple members to learn about Judaism.  Around 30 
people from outside the Temple participated in this three part 
lecture series.  The response from the participants was very 
positive.  A friend of mine, who attended the course, sent me an 
email telling me how much he enjoyed the class and the Rabbi.  He 
also thanked the Temple for having this informative class.  At the 
end of the course, a good number of the participants signed up for 
the Rabbi's Beginning Judaism series at the Temple.  However, I 
want to quickly tell you about Norman and Harriette Dorosin, a 
couple which attended the class.  Norman was raised Jewish and 
after marriage he and Harriette embarked on a religious journey that 
brought them to this course. Norman said that when he and 
Harriette walked into the Temple they immediately felt the warmth 
of the Temple. Norman said that he knew that he has found his way 
back home to Judaism.  At a Friday night a few weeks ago, Norman 
participated in an Affirmation ritual.  I hope some of you were 
fortunate enough to attend this moving service. 
 
Can you believe that Hanukkah is around the corner?   I always 
look forward to the warm glow our menorahs give to our house.   
On Saturday December 8th, we will be holding our annual Temple 
Hanukkah Dinner.  Please make plans to attend.  I hope that the 
light from your menorahs shine brightly and warmly. 

 

James L. “Jamie” Loeb 

TBO PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

Recent Death 
 

Elsa Herzfeld ז״ל 

November 15, 2012 

 
Mother of Bob Herzfeld 
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BAYLINSON ART FUND 
In Memory of Andy Kromis 

Gretchen D. Boyd 

BEQUEST AND  
CONTINGENCY FUND 

In Memory of Elsa Herzfeld 
Alan and Diane Weil 

GASTON AND FAYE GREIL FUND 
In Memory of 

Jean Weil, Verna Wool, Gaston Greil, 
Faye Greil, Irvin Gassenheimer, Jr., 

Emily B. Gassenheimer, and Jimmy Loeb 
Steven and Gail Greil 

GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of Andy Kromis 

Josh and Mary Virginia Mandell 
Rhonda Stewart 

In Memory of Elsa Herzfeld 
Marlene and Rick Beringer 

In Memory of 
my wife, Phyllis G. Franco 

Rubin A. Franco 

In Memory of Paul Raymon 
Norma and Mike Michelson 

LUCIEN LOEB FUND 
In Memory of David Byck 
Roz Caplan and Ed Simon 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Speedy Recovery Betty Anderson 

Zion Residential, Inc. 

In Memory of Isabelle Goldberg 
Bob, Betty and Erik Goldberg 

In Honor of Rabbi Stevens 
Charles and Celia Dubin 

SISTERHOOD 
In Memory of Jean Weil 
Linda and Danny Rousso 

Linda Steiner 

- - - - - - - - - - 

BIRTHDAYS 
3 ........ Esther Scheuer 
4 ........ Carol Hart 
4 ........ Robin Kromis 
8 ........ Jan Hoffman 
9 ........ Kenny Capouya 
10 ...... Jamie Loeb 
10 ...... Barbara Shinpaugh 
10 ...... Ken Wool 
11 ...... Edward Abraham 
13 ...... Rubin Franco 
16 ...... Seymour Cohn 
19 ...... Sharon Berry 
21 ...... Shirley Beringer 
24 ...... Ward Newcomb 

- - - - - - - - - - 

ANNIVERSARIES 
10 ....... Celia & Ken Wool 
20 ....... Sherry & Russell Levy 
27 ....... Alvin & Sharon Benn 
29 ....... Peggy & Maurice Mussafer 

- - - - - - - - - - 
Birthday and Anniversary  

Blessings on December 7th.   

YAHRZEITS 
To be read 12/7/2012  

Nellie Beringer 
Mose Brownstein 
Eli R. Capouya 

Babs Landau Klein 
Julian S. Leet 

Charles McDaniel 
Edna Rosen 

Evalyn Rosenberg 
Amelia Strauss Schloss 

Charles Max Stiller 
Florence M. Wolfson 

 
To be read 12/14/2012  

Arthur Beringer, Sr. 
Harold Jay Coleman, Sr. 

Dr. James Glassner 
Lillie O. Hart 

Carol Weil 
Adolph Weil, Jr. 

 
To be read 12/21/2012  
Berneice Blachschleger 

Edward Clein 
Seymour Gitenstein 

Frances Mandell 
Thelma B. Monsky 
Myron J. Rothschild 

Phyllis Simon 
Jerry Tillinger 

 
To be read 12/28/2012  

Hannah Roswald Abraham 
Anna Caroline Coleman 

Joseph Neuman 
Adler Rothschild 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people  who 

support Temple Beth Or by remembering 
and honoring their friends and loved ones 

through their generous contributions.  
Those that are received after the 20th of the 

month will be in the next bulletin. 

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are stored in the coat closet and available to members and guests during Temple events. 

We would like to know.  Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing.  Too often we find out about illnesses, crises 
and hospitalizations long after they occur.  This is a missed opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share.  Please let the temple know if 

there is a concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).   
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

“TASTE OF JUDAISM” CONTINUES TO BENEFIT 
 
Last month we reported our “Taste of Judaism” program had attracted about 30 participants from throughout our 
community.  The successor program, Rabbi Stevens’s classes in Basic Judaism, has about 18 participants attending this 
11-week program; most of these are graduates of the “Taste” program, and a number of Temple members also 
participate.  The group includes several potential TBO members, and we continue to hear good reports.  Once again, we 
owe thanks to our member Katie Wetherbee for managing this successful new program. 
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SISTERHOOD 

We are just finishing our annual 
Cheesecake Fundraiser.  Thank you to 
the members of our congregation who 
bought and sold cakes. Hopefully next 
year we will have even more of our 
members to participate.  We still have a 
few cheesecakes left for those that have 
not bought.  The money we make from 
this sale allows us to do many things for 
our congregation.  This was another 
successful year thanks to Marlene 
Beringer and Lisa Weil.  These ladies 
always do an amazing job for 
Sisterhood.   

Remember our annual Chanukah dinner 
on Saturday, Dec. 8. Bring your 
Menorah and candles to decorate your 
table.   We have an exciting night 
planned with Pinnanah Schram.  She is 
such a wonderful story teller and there is 
a full weekend of activities planned.  We 
hope you will participate in all of these.  
Call or send your reservation to Sharon 
McDaniel. Reservations are due by 
Tuesday, December 4th.  Julie Goolsby 
and Carol Loeb are working hard to 
make this a wonderful night so we 
expect to see you there to enjoy the fun.   

As always your Sisterhood is working 
for Temple Beth Or.  We have so many 
exciting events and classes so check the 
calendar and be there to enjoy these 
events.  If you have not joined 
Sisterhood send your membership to 
Mae Cohen.  We would like to have 
100% of our ladies as members. 

Susan Bernstein 

* * * 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

On Nov. 14th, the L’Chaim League 
served a wonderful Thanksgiving Lunch 
to 47 residents of the Capital Heights 
Senior Home.  The residents enjoyed 
several games of Bingo and various 
raffles throughout the afternoon. All of 
the residents received an abundance of 
food, gifts and fun. This would not have 
been possible without all of the fabulous 
volunteers that we had this year.   

Thank you for giving these residents a 

wonderful afternoon full of happy 
memories.  

Upcoming Events: Wed., Dec. 5th @ 
11:30 a.m., L'Chaim League’s annual 
Chanukah Luncheon at Mr. G’s.  The 
cost is $16.95 per person. (check 
payable to: L’Chaim League) if you have 
not already done so, please make your 
reservation today by calling the Temple 
at 262-3314 or 
email: lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com.  

Tues., Dec. 11th @ 12:45 p.m., 
Visitations with our “shut-ins”. We will 
meet at the Temple with Rabbi Stevens 
and Rabbi Kramer to car-pool to the 
homes of those who are unable to 
venture out this season.  To volunteer for 
these visitations, please call the Temple 
or email: lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com.  

Volunteer Opportunity: Tues., Dec. 
18th @ 1:00 p.m. at the Temple.  The 
L’Chaim League will be assisting Bette 
Sue Strasburger and her amazing 
magazine mission to those facilities in 
need. We need volunteers who are 
willing to sort and bundle magazines as 
well as assist in delivering them.  This is 
a wonderful worthwhile project that our 
local community needs and 
appreciates.  To volunteer, call the 
Temple or email lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com. 

Save the Date:  Wed., Jan., 2nd @ 10:00 
a.m. The L’Chaim League will visit the 
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts. Cost 
is free.  More information to follow in 
the L’Chaim newsletter. 

Sharon Berry 

* * * 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

For December, we’re highlighting a 
selection of Hanukkah (or Chanukah)-
related titles in the library collection. All 
children’s books may be found on the 
shelf marked “Hanukkah” in the 
children’s section.  Some of the non-
children’s titles can be found on the 
windowsill. 

Coming in the New Year – new books!  
If you have suggestions for new books, 
either particular titles, authors, or topics/

subjects, please let us know.  You can 
leave suggestions at the desk in the 
library or you may e-mail them to 
eakidwell@mindspring.com. 

It’s Hanukkah Time! by Latifa Berry 
Kropf.  Photographs and easy to read 
text portray children in a Jewish 
preschool as they prepare for and 
participate in a Hanukkah party.  (Juv 
247.6 KRO 2004). 

Hanukkah at Valley Forge, by Stephen 
Krensky, illustrated by Greg Harlin.  
Based on a true story, Krensky weaves 
the tale of a Polish Revolutionary War 
soldier who tells General George 
Washington the story of the Maccabees 
and the miracle of Hanukkah.  For 
grades 2-4.  (Juv 247.7 KRE 2006). 

The Gift, by Aliana Brodmann, 
illustrated by Anthony Carnabuci.  It is 
post-war Germany and a young girl 
searches the shops of her town to find 
the perfect way to spend the Hanukkah 
money her father has given her.  But her 
search yields a possibility she had not 
anticipated, and in the end, she receives 
the greatest gift of all.  For ages 5-8.  
(Juv 247.56 BRO 1993). 

One Yellow Daffodil: A Hanukkah 
Story, by David A. Adler, illustrated by 
Lloyd Bloom.  From Booklist, 
“Holocaust survivor Morris Kaplan 
spends his days tending his flower shop 
and trying to ignore his emotional 
emptiness. Two of his youngest 
customers, Jonathan and Ilana, visit 
every Friday to buy flowers for their 
family's Sabbath. He is surprised when 
the children arrive on a Tuesday, until 
they explain that this bouquet is for the 
first night of Hanukkah. After Mr. 
Kaplan admits that he no longer 
observes holiday traditions, the children 
invite him to join their family festivities 
the following evening. Although the 
celebration brings forth painful 
memories--including one of a single 
daffodil growing in the mud at 
Auschwitz--the experience helps Morris 
begin reconnecting with humanity.” For 
ages 5-8.  (Juv 247.53 ADL 1995). 

Hanukkah Fun: Crafts and Games, by 
Andrea R. Weiss and Mary F. 
Rhinelander. (Juv 247.6 WEI 1992) 
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How to Spell Chanukah and Other 
Holiday Dilemmas: 18 Writers 
Celebrate 8 Nights of Lights, edited by 
Emily Franklin.  From Publishers 
Weekly, “Despite a cheery title, the 
writers in this odd little holiday book 
tackle their subject-and its attendant 
traditions of family, guilt and, well, 
tradition-with ambivalence, a real sense 
of soul-searching and a bit of self-pity. 
Trying to make peace with their 
Chanukah memories, most of these 
writers are quick to point out its relative 
unimportance in the Jewish roster of 
holidays, inflated by its proximity to 
Christmas; still, their stories are clearly 
vivifying. There's a great deal of 
kvetching over the influence and excess 
of Christmas, and not just its 
consumerism.”  (247.5 FRA 2007)  

A Hanukka Celebration (CD) 
“Traditional Hanukka songs from many 
parts of the world, along with music 
composed in America, enrich the 
experience of the beloved holiday.  This 
recording brings old favorites and new 
discoveries together for a unique 
American Hanukka celebration.”  (AV 
686.3 HAN 2003)  This title is part of 
the Milken Archive of American Jewish 
Music.  All CDs in the collection can be 
found to the right as you enter the 
library (look for the double-row blue 
box on the second shelf from the top). 

The Hanukkah Anthology, by Philip 
Goodman.  This classic anthology 
covers the religious, culinary, artistic, 
dramatic, and musical ingredients, the 
traditional and the offbeat, of Hanukkah. 
(247 GOO 1976) 

Lighting the Way to Freedom: 
Treasured Hanukkah Menorahs of 
Early Israel, by Aaron Ha’Tell and 
Yaniv Ben Or.  “The hundreds of 
menorahs illustrated in this book are 
artistic gems that span the four decades 
surrounding the 1948 birth of Israel, 
from the late 1920s through the early 
1970s. They represent the Golden Age 
of Hanukkiyot (Menorahs) produced by 
the craftsmen of a bygone age. The 
images found on these works of art go 
beyond the story of the Maccabees and 
Hanukkah. They reflect the world as 
seen through the eyes of Jews who 

experienced, first hand, the rigors of war 
and the pangs of birth in the land of their 
people.” (247.1 HA’T 2006) 

Rabbi Robetpower and the Mystery of 
the Missing Menorahs – A Hanukkah 
Humdinger! (Rabbi Rocketpower 
series) by Rabbi Susan Abramson and 
Aaron Dvorkin; illustrations by Ariel 
DiOrio.  “Blast off with Rabbi 
Rocketpower, the world's first female 
rabbi Jewish superhero, in this exciting 
illustrated children's mystery the whole 
family can enjoy. Someone's been 
stealing all the menorahs in the 
neighborhood. Will Aaron (her super-
boy-in-training), Dad (the brilliant, multi
-lingual computer scientist) and Purr 
(their really annoying talking cat) save 
the day? Oy Vay! Up, Up and Away! 
Great for kids in grades K-Katrillion!”  
Bonus features include recipes and 
instructions for playing the dreidel 
game.  (Juv 247.5 ABR 2007). 

Sammy Spider’s Hanukkah Fun Book, 
by Sylvia A. Rouss.  A seasonal title in 
the well-known Sammy Spider series for 
children (age 4 and up), Rouss here 
provides a collection of games, puzzles, 
mazes and picture for coloring (all of 
which can be easily photocopied from 
our library’s copy of the book).  (Juv 
247.6 ROU 2001).  Related Title: 
Sammy Spider’s First Hanukkah (Juv 
247.53 ROU 1993) 

Days of Deliverance:  Essays on Purim 
and Hanukkah, by Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik; with Eli D. Clark, Joel B. 
Wolowelsky, and Reuven Ziegler, 
editors.  A more scholarly look at Purim 
and Hanukkah, “… the essays collected 
here … serve as subtext for Rabbi 
Soloveitchik’s classis search for 
religious meaning in a seemingly cold 
and arbitrary universe.  For him, Purim 
and Hanukkah stand at the nexus of faith 
and history, of human effort and divine 
intervention, of solemnity and joyous 
celebration.”  (236.54 SOL 2007) 

Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, by 
Eric A. Kimmel, with illustrations by 
Trina Schart Hyman.  (age 4 – 8)  A 
Caldecott Honor Book.  “What are the 
poor villagers to do? The holiday-hating, 
hill-dwelling hobgoblins are bound and 
determined to ruin yet another 

Hanukkah for them. Every year the 
beasties snuff out the menorah candles, 
destroy the dreidels, and pitch the potato 
latkes on the floor. But these wicked wet 
blankets never counted on someone as 
clever as Hershel of Ostropol showing 
up. Using his wits and a few props--
pickles, eggs, and a dreidel (a square-
shaped top with Hebrew letters on each 
side)--Hershel manages to outwit all the 
creepy critters and break the spell. This 
fabulously creative adaptation of the 
ancient Hanukkah story in which the 
Syrians forbade the Jews to worship as 
they wanted, keeps the spirit of the 
original while adding a spine-tingling 
twist. Warmth and humor prevail, even 
in the midst of hopeless-looking 
circumstances.”  (Juv 247.5 KIM 1985) 

Hanukkah!  A Three-Dimensional 
Celebration, by Sara Freedland, with 
illustrations by Sue Clarke. This is a 
delightful pop-up book.  It is currently 
found only in the reference section of 
the library (Ref 247.7 FRE 1999).  For a 
pop-up book that can be checked out 
see: 

Chanukah Lights, by Michael J. Rosen 
and Robert Sabuda.  Rosen and Sabuda 
have build a reputation for creative and 
visually stunning pop-up books.  
Published last year, their salute to 
Chanukah (or Hanukkah) does not 
disappoint. (247.59 ROS 2011) 

The Art of Hanukkah, by Nancy M. 
Berman.  “The Art of Hanukkah, through 
its selection of forty-eight masterpieces 
of holiday ceremonial and fine art, tells 
the story of the desecration of the holy 
Temple, its subsequent reclaiming and 
rededication, and the miracle of the 
single, tiny cruse of oil that 
miraculously provided light for eight 
days.”  (247.1 BER 1996) 

Eric A. Kidwell, MLS 

* * * 

SHALIACH NEWS 

Reality is constantly changing. Changes 
in our background, in health, in 
environment and in other areas all affect 
our reality. Usually you just learn to 

continued on page 8 
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SPECIAL SHABBAT SERVICE! 

 
CALLING ALL CHILDREN –  
AND YOUNG AT HEART! 

 
Peninnah Schram, one of 
America’s great and beloved 
Jewish storytellers, will share a 
story during our Shabbat service 
on Friday, December 7. 
 
For the first 15 minutes of our 
service, we invite our kids to sit 
on the bimah steps; we’ll sing a song or two, say a special 

children’s prayer or two, and hear Peninnah’s special 
story.  A foreshortened regular service follows.  All are 
invited, and it should be a lot of fun. 

L’Chaim League 
serves a 

Thanksgiving meal 
to members of the 
Ahepa house on 

Nov. 14th. 
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RENOWNED STORYTELLER  
PENINNAH SCHRAM  

TO SPEAK  
DURING CHANUKAH 

 
This year’s Chanukah celebration features a spe-
cial treat:  A visit from Peninnah Schram, one of 
America’s most beloved and engaging Jewish sto-
ry-tellers.  Ms. Schram will be with us on three 
occasions:   
She will join us for worship on Friday evening, 
December 7, during which she will share with us a 
special story. 
On Saturday evening, December 8, Ms. Schram 
will offer a special program during our Chanukah 
Family Dinner, including on her new book, The 
Apple Tree’s Discovery.  Copies of her books will 
be available for purchase and signing. 
Finally, on Sunday morning, December 9, Ms. 
Schram will lead a storytelling workshop for all 
ages, “Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Anoth-
er.” This program, from 11:00 a.m. until noon, will 
take place at the end of the Kol Ami religion 
school, at  Agudath Israel * Etz Ahayem, where 
Ms. Schram will explore with the participants the 
types of tales and themes that Jews, both Ashkena-
zi and Sephardi, have transmitted from one genera-
tion to another, the reasons for these tales, their 
sources and their transformations. The focus will 
also be on the inclusion of these stories in the 
home, the synagogue and the classroom; Ms. 
Schram will talk, tell, and involve the audience in 
discussion. 

 
Peninnah Schram, internationally known storyteller, teacher, author, and recording artist, is Professor of Speech and 
Drama at Stern College of Yeshiva University. She travels across the US and other countries presenting storytelling 
programs and workshops for all ages, and scholar/storyteller-in residence weekends.  
Ms. Schram is the author of ten books of Jewish folktales, including Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another and 
Stories Within Stories: From the Jewish Oral Tradition. Her latest illustrat-
ed anthology, The Hungry Clothes and Other Jewish Folktales, was pub-
lished by Sterling Publishing in 2008. She has also recorded a CD, The 
Minstrel and the Storyteller with singer/guitarist Gerard Edery.  
Ms. Schram is a recipient of the prestigious Covenant Award for Outstand-
ing Jewish Educator (1995) awarded by The Covenant Foundation. In 1999 
she received The Circle of Excellence Award from the National Storytell-
ing Network for "a body of work which is nationally recognized as a shin-
ing example of quality in the art form of storytelling performance." She 
has also been awarded the National Storytellers Network 2003 Lifetime 
Achievement Award "For sustained and exemplary contributions to story-
telling in America." 
Her presentations are sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture 
and Enrichment Fund; her presentation in conjunction with the Kol Ami 
religion school is cosponsored by the Carol Hart Youth and Scholarship 
Fund and by Agudath Israel * Etz Ahayem. 

Saturday,  
December 8 

 
There will be a special 

Chanukah worship 
service  and candle 
lighting, which will 

begin at 6 PM. Please 
bring your favorite 
Chanukah Menorah 

and candles.  
 

 Following the service 
will  be our annual 
 Sisterhood Latke 

Dinner. 
 

$10 for Adults; $6 for 
Children ages 10 to 5.  
Children 4 and under, 

are free 

Chanukah Shabbat with Family and 
Friends and Peninnah Schram 

Your check is your reservation.  Please mail check to Sharon 
McDaniel at 2632 Old Orchard Lane, Montgomery, AL, 36117-

2410.  (Reservations are due no later than Tuesday, December 4th 
and can be called in to the Temple office at 262-3314 if needed.) 
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 Continued from page 5. 

adapt, to create and to live in the new 
situation. This week the reality of more 
than 2 million Israelis completely 
changed and they are having to adapt. 

10 years ago – Hamas - a terror 
organization (according to the United 
Nations list) changed the life of 25% of 
Israelis by putting them under threat. 
They all woke up to a new reality. A 
reality of fear. A reality that in any 
given moment they could have only 15 
seconds to run to a secure location, no 
matter what they were doing or where 
they are when the alarm sounds.  

My family and the people I care for the 
most are a part of this 25% - My 
parents, brother, sisters, nephews, 
Grandmother and most of my friends. 
And that’s a hard transition for all of us. 
I always knew about what was going on 
in the south of Israel in the last 12 years, 
when Hamas started firing rackets at 
Israeli southern cities, but it was never 
personal and so close to my inner circle. 
When I called home and talked to my 
sister, when she told me they had to 
sleep in the shelter instead in their own 
beds, tears came to my eyes. 

My first memory is from when I was a 3 
year old toddler. It was during the first 
Gulf war, when Iraq fired missiles on 
Israel. I was in bed when the alarm 
started. I remember seeing my parents 
run to my older brother’s and sister’s 
room to wake them up and get them 
ready to leave. I saw all the running 
around and started yelling “don’t forget 
me.”  The thought that my family is 
going through that trauma again is 
awful. The thought that my 4 year old 

nephew might wake up at the middle of 
the night and yell the same thing haunts 
me. I really hoped that he and his older 
sister wouldn’t need to go through that. 

I started by saying that we usually get 
used to a new reality. But in this case 
we can’t and shouldn’t. We can’t live 
our lives knowing that the person 
controlling them is a terrorist in Gaza 
holding a switch. We can’t get used to a 
situation when every time we go to a 
new place we should check where the 
safe area is and to make sure we are less 
than 15 seconds away. It’s a reality that 
we can’t accept, and shouldn’t have to. 

Israel is a sovereign state that decided to 
leave the Gaza Strip in order to promote 
peace. 8,500 people had to leave their 
homes, their businesses, move the 
graves of the dead and the place they 
loved in order to get to that goal. That 
was the first step. The next was to get 
out of most of the West Bank. Israel and 
its citizens left with nothing in return, 
only to stop the fighting and let each 
side live his own life. Unfortunately 
since then, Hamas has taken over the 
strip and started firing rockets on Israeli 
southern cities further and further into 
Israel, until recently they started firing 
on Israel’s center and core. The Dan 
District, this central region, is the most 
densely populated area in the Jewish 
State. 

Israel has the obligation to protect its 
citizens, and in order to do that she must 
retaliate. A lot of countries will 
condemn us, people will protest against 
our actions, but we can’t let it stop us. 
The main reason is that if this time 

shooting Tel Aviv was a surprise, next 
round, and there will be a next round, it 
will be the norm. 

Hamas is using the media, the 
humanitarian feelings of people around 
the world and some modern Anti-
Semitism to attack Israel, because they 
know that no one will say anything 
about their rockets until Israel retaliates. 
They shoot straight from housing 
projects, schools, UN facilities and hide 
behind hospitals only because they 
know it will make our retaliation 
problematic. Why doesn’t anyone talk 
about my family’s humanitarian rights? 
In the next weeks Israel will need all the 
support it can get, in prayers and in 
active help reminding people that Israel 
has the right to protect its civilians. 

I am asking y’all to talk, share, and let 
everyone know what really happens in 
the Middle East - a reality where so 
many kids can’t play outside, people 
can’t work and old people need to be 
rushed to safe locations constantly. 

When the Israelites were about to cross 
the Jordan River and enter Israel, 2 
tribes decided to stay in the other side. 
But the tribes agreed to come and help 
each other in times of need, because 
they are all one big family. Now, my 
family, friends – your family and 
friends are asking for help, asking for 
you to help and support us in time of 
need. We all need to avoid apathy and 
to fight the lies that spread like fire. 

Ori Tal 

2013 Food Festival Cooking Schedule 
 
Cooking  me begins at 9 AM unless otherwise noted. Time and dates are subject to 
change so please call the Temple to confirm  mes.  

* ‐ This date is reserved on an “if needed” basis. 

December 4  Mondel Bread  LaNe e Clein, 281‐9872/zlcarter.hotmail.com 
December 5  Mondel Bread  LaNe e Clein, 281‐9872/zlcarter.hotmail.com 
January 7  Rugelach  Sharon Berry, 290‐0445/daberry40@netscape.net 
January 15  Rugelach  Sharon Berry, 290‐0445/daberry40@netscape.net 
January 22*  Rugelach  Sharon Berry, 290‐0445/daberry40@netscape.net 
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STUDY OPPORTUNITIES WITH  
RABBI STEVENS 

JUDAISM BASICS & BASIC HEBREW 
This basic survey of Judaism runs for eleven sessions, starting 
October 9.  Take a whirlwind tour of Jewish history, learn 
about Jewish traditions on life cycle events and the Jewish 
calendar, study the main religious themes of Jewish tradition, 
and ask as many questions as you wish.   

Sessions run from 4:15 - 5:15 PM.  

October 9 ............ Overview of Judaism.  
October 16 .......... A Whirlwind Tour of Jewish History.  
October 23 .......... The Basic Texts of Judaism.  
October 30 .......... The Basic Texts of Judaism.  
November 6 ........ Lifecycle:  Birth through Bar Mitzvah.  
November 13 ...... Lifecycle: Marriage and Divorce.  
November 27 ...... Lifecycle:  Illness, death, mourning.  
December 4 ......... Holidays:  Shabbat and Festivals.  
December 11 ....... Holidays:  Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur.  
December 18 ....... Holidays:  Minor holidays (Chanukah, 

Purim, etc.).  
January 8 ............ Issues and Values: Selections from the 

Responsa Literature.  
 

AMAZING WOMEN IN  
THE JEWISH BIBLE –  

A NEW ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
 
Starting on Thursday evening, October 25, Rabbi Stevens will be offering a five-part 
series on biblical women – as seen through the eyes of rabbinic commentaries and mid-
rash.  The early rabbis knew how to “spin” a story to enhance – or destroy! – a reputa-
tion, or to create a good yarn on sometimes sparse material.  We will discover, as we 
read these commentaries, the “back stories” of these women, and learn from their per-
sonalities that were all too human.  The five sessions which will start at 7 PM are: 
 

REBECCA ............................ October 25 
DINAH ................................. November 15 

NEXT:  DEBORAH and YAEL ........ December 13 
BATHSHEBA ...................... January 3 
RUTH ................................... January 24 

 
All programs are offered without charge.   

Bring your friends! 

 

Chanukah Begins   
Saturday, December 8, 2012 

 
Shop Beth Or’s Sisterhood Gift Shop for 
all of your holiday items; candles, gelt, 
lollipops, short bread cookies and dreidles. 
 
See our collections of beautiful menorahs, 
candlesticks, napkin holders, salad servers, 
cheese boards with matching knives and 
many more items from the collection of 
Gary Rosenthal, Michael Aram and Quest. 
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BEDTIME BUNDLES 
  
For the 5th year we will be collecting 
bedtime items for Child Protect during 
November and December.  Please put 
your purchases which must be new and 
unused in the playpen in the Temple 
lobby beginning in early November. 
  
After coming to Child Protect because they were abused or 
molested, these boys and girls go into foster care, often with 
nothing to call their own, according to Director Jannah 
Bailey.  Please be generous for these unfortunate children, who are 
mostly ages 6-12. 
  
Items wanted are pajamas, pillow cases, socks, underwear, bedtime 
stories, journals and writing implements, sketchbooks and coloring 
pencils or crayons, toothpaste and toothbrushes, washcloths, fleece 
throws, slippers, dolls and toys, combs/brushes/hair ornaments, 
and anything else you can think of. 
  
If you don't want to shop or are unable to do so, please send a 
check to the temple office earmarked "for bedtime bundles" and 
we will be glad to shop for you!  Thank you! 
  

Louisa Weinrib 
262-6155 

Mazel Tov!  
 

Emme Louise Kaplan 
Born 11/16/12,  

weighed 7 lb. 11 oz. 
18 1/2 inches  

 
Parents are Joy and Jarred Kaplan. 

 
Grandparents are Alison and Greg Williamson. 

 
Above: Emme with her big sister Alyssa. 
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Agudath Israel  Etz Ahayem  
Adult Education 

Coffee and Conversation  
Saturday 9:00am 

December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
  

Torah Study 
after Kiddush 

December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

Beginning Hebrew  
Sunday 12:00pm 

December  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
  

Introduction to Judaism 
Sunday 12:30pm 

December  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
  

How to Read the Bible 
Tuesday 6:30pm 
December 4, 11 

  
Mishnah 

Tuesday 7:30pm 
December 4, 11 

Religion School 
Schedule 

 
 

AIEA 
12/9, Chanukah Celebration 

12/16, Last Day at AIEA 
 

TBO 
1/6, First day at TBO 

1/13 
1/27, Ori’s Family Trip  Tu 

B’Shvat 

Important Date! 
 

Temple Beth Or’s 

Jewish Food Festival 

February 24, 2013 

Classical Reform Service with the  
Union Prayer Book. 

 

December 14, 2012 

Leaves for Life Cycle 
Events on our  
Tree of Life 

 
Our Temple is proud to possess our 

“Tree of Life.” This original sculpture 
is permanently displayed in the Temple 
Beth Or lobby.  The branches of the tree 

contain leaves which can be inscribed 
to highlight or commemorate such 
joyous events as births, weddings, 

anniversaries, bar and bat mitzvahs, 
graduations or simply to honor parents, 

family or friends. Share your happy 
occasions by inscribing your family 
“Simchas” on our temple’s “Tree of 

Life.” This will be a permanent 
dedication to the meaningful and happy 

events that touch our lives. The price 
per leaf is $250.00 for small leaves and 

$350.00 for large leaves.  Contact 
Sharon McDaniel or the Temple 

regarding purchase. 
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If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes please 
feel free to drop them off at 

the Temple office so they may 
be reused. 

From Generation 
to Generation 
cookbooks are 
available for 

$22.00. 

Cooking and baking for the Food Festival will begin soon. Cooking dates are 
posted below.  Please contact the chair person and volunteer to cook, bake or 
clean. Volunteering begins NOW! You may also contact Karen Goldstein 
(kackaboo@gmail.com or 265-1145) to volunteer for the week and day of the 
event. 
 

The following items are on our wish list for the 10th Annual 

February 24, 2013 Treasure Market.   
We would appreciate any items listed below: 

  
Furniture - in good condition 

Sterling silver jewelry - Costume jewelry 
Professionally Cleaned Ladies Evening and Cocktail Dresses/Suits  

Ladies' Accessories Hats, Scarves, Evening Bags 
Lamps - Paintings - Pictures 

Wall Hangings - Picture Frames 
China, Glasses, Crystal, Dishes, Flatware  

(not chipped), (sets of four or more) 
Appliances in good working order and clean 

Books 
  

Please donate large box television sets to another charity of your 
choice.  We cannot sell these items and have difficulty removing the 
TV's from the Temple.  Please be sure all items are clean and in good 

condition.  Thank you! 

COMING TO THE TBO BIG SCREEN:  
God is One: Moses, Jesus, Muhammad 
Bruce Feiler, Omid Safi and Karen King 
Reza Aslan, moderator 
LIVE FROM THE 92ND STREET Y 
 

Sunday, December 16 
7:15 p.m. in the Baylinson Social Hall 

 
Live From NY’s 92nd Street Y series:  Take a journey with some of the most fascinating and dynamic thinkers and writers on religion 
today.  Monotheism is a very new idea in the history of religions, yet it has become the foundation of the three great western religions: 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Are prophets inventors of religion, or are they social reformers who, as mouthpieces of the gods, 
strive to amend and reinterpret the existing beliefs and practices of their communities? Dr. Reza Aslan is an acclaimed scholar of reli-
gions and author of the best sellers No God but God and How to Win a Cosmic War. He is the founder of AslanMedia.com. Bruce 
Feiler is the best-selling author of Walking the Bible and The Council of Dads. Omid Safi is a professor of religious studies at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Karen King is Hollis Professor of Divinity at the Harvard Divinity School.  

This program, is offered without charge by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture Fund.  Bring your friends and neighbors! 

Great Holiday Gift Idea! 
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Volunteer Now for Temple Beth Or’s Tenth 

Annual Jewish Food Festival and Treasure Market 
 

Please select the items which interest you and which shift you prefer: 
 

Starting now and during the next few months: 
_____  Putting up signs 

_____  Being a guest on radio/television shows 
 

 
Week of: 

_____  Helping in kitchen on Tuesday 

_____  Helping in kitchen on  Wednesday 

_____  Helping in kitchen on Thursday 

_____  Helping in kitchen on Friday 

 
 First Shift Second Shift All 
 8:30 to 12:00 11:45 to 3:00 Day 

Day of:  
_____  Selling tickets at table __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Selling tickets-walking around __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Selling cookbooks __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Selling in the bakery __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Serving lunch __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Helping in the Treasure Market __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Clean-up __________ __________ __________ 
_____  Help with anything needed __________ __________ __________ 
 

 

We need your items for the Treasure Market and the Collectible Market.  Please deliver 
to the Temple, Tuesday thru Friday and specify if for Treasure Market or Collectible 

room.  Contact Pat Dees at 399-1212 if you have any questions. 
 

Please mail or drop this form off at the Temple office as soon as possible. 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _________________________________________________ 

Email:  _________________________________________________ 
 
 

All proceeds benefit the Temple General Fund. 
 

2246 Narrow Lane Road    Montgomery, Alabama   36106    (334) 262-3314 
 

 
Sunday, February 24, 2013                 9 AM - 3 PM 

D
et

ac
h 

at
 th

e 
cr

ea
se

 to
 m

ai
l. 

 F
ol

d,
 s

ea
l a

nd
 s

ta
m

p 
an

d 
it’

s 
re

ad
y 

to
 g

o.
 



16  

 

Kahl Montgomery 
Temple Beth Or 

2246 Narrow Lane Road 
Montgomery, AL 36106 

Karen Goldstein 
2026 Myrtlewood Drive 
Montgomery, Alabama   36111 

Seal here 

fold here 

I can’t wait to help! 

Place 
Postage 

Here 



17  

 
A View from the Bimah, continued from cover 

debts in jubilee years (jubilees occur 
after 7 sabbatical years have passed, 
that is, every 49 years).  In other words, 
Leviticus is filled with laws that go 
almost entirely unobserved in modern 
times, and in many cases are no longer 
observable. 

Chapter 19, the Holiness Code, is 
different.  It begins by stating, “God 
spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the 
entire assembly of Israel, and tell them, 
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your 
God am holy.”’”  And then it lets us 
know what that means:  
commandments that regulate the moral 
life of the community. 

We are instructed to do business with 
equal weights and measures.  We don’t 
put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, nor curse the deaf.  We must pay 
our hired workers promptly, avoid 
gossip or slander; not hold grudges or 
take vengeance; judge rich and poor by 
the same standard, not profit by the 
misfortunes of others.  We are to 
welcome the stranger into our midst 
[for, it reminds us, we were strangers in 
the land of Egypt].  This is the chapter 
that teaches, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” the first 
scriptural passage that came to be 
known as the “Golden Rule.”  Leviticus 
19 has something to say about virtually 
every piece of social legislation on the 
current political agenda and, for that 
matter, about many of the challenges 
we each face in our daily lives. 

Example:  Verses 9-10 state,  “When 
you reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not reap all the way to the edges 
of your field, or gather the gleanings of 
your harvest.  You shall not pick your 
vineyard bare, or gather the fallen fruit 
of your vineyard; you shall leave them 
for the poor and the stranger.  I the 
Lord am your God.”  Thus giving gifts 
to the poor is not just a nice thing to do; 
it is an act that emulates God’s 
holiness.   

The Jewish legal tradition goes into 
great detail about the commandment to 
leave something behind when you reap.  
The “corner of the field” is set by our 

tradition as 1/60 of the yield, but where 
poverty is abundant, the corner must be 
defined as more than that.  When 
grapes are reaped, not only are the 
fallen grapes left behind, but even those 
unripe grapes left on the vine must be 
left to mature, at which time only the 
poor or strangers may pick them.   

Jewish law did not seek to impoverish 
the farmer.  If one or two grapes fall to 
the ground, they’re left behind; but if 
three or more fall together, the farmer 
can retrieve them.   

Jewish law speaks not just to the 
process of giving to the poor, but to the 
human element of dignity and self-
respect.  Why was the corner of the 
field chosen, and not the middle?  So 
there wouldn’t be any ambiguity during 
the harvest, and the poor could leave 
their jobs for as short a time as 
possible, and know exactly what they 
could take.  And by taking only from 
the corner, a passer-by won’t think that 
the poor were taking illegally, or too 
much.  Public appearances and respect 
for the dignity of the poor are 
paramount concerns.  One might also 
mention that the farmer could use 
trickery to reduce the charity in the 
middle of the field; it’s harder to 
deceive on an area in the corner.  
Christian and Jewish ethics are as one 
when it comes to teaching respect and 
dignity and the moral worth of each and 
every human being. 

We don’t have time for a more detailed 
study of this chapter – our reception 
awaits! – but I think the implications 
are clear.  First, being holy is not 
esoteric, or mystical, or passive, or 
solitary.  It happens in how we act in 
society.  It happens in relationships.  
We can’t go off and live as a hermit in 
a cave or desert somewhere and be 
holy.  After all, the Hebrew in the 
command “You shall be holy, for I the 
Lord Your God am holy” is worded in 
the plural.  To be holy is, first of all, to 
be in community.  I’m reminded of 
Martin Buber’s teaching in his famous 
book I and Thou, that God is found in 
relationships.  And being holy is also 
not to be the preserve of a special class 

of people.  I sometimes hear that we 
clergy are “men of God,” or nowadays 
“people of God,” as if there is some 
special sanctity in being a member of 
the clergy.  But living a life of holiness 
and sanctity is incumbent upon us all, 
an obligation we share because we are 
human.   Each of us – each of you – has 
the capacity to live a life of holiness, as 
measured in how much we give to our 
community and to our world. 

A great Jewish sage named Rabbi Aha, 
one of the sages cited in the rabbinic 
writings over 1,500 years ago, 
explained the meaning of “Be holy” by 
quoting the opinion of Rabbi Tanhum, 
the son of Rabbi Hiyyah:  “If a person 
can protest a wrongdoing of another 
and does not, such a person is not 
considered holy.  But if a person does 
protest the wrongdoing of others, that 
person attains to holiness.”  Surely the 
way we address the inequalities of this 
world is part and parcel of living a life 
of holiness.  Surely, we who profess to 
be religious must go well beyond the 
giving of thanks. 

What emerges in this discussion on 
“holiness” is a unique combination of 
ethical and social demands.  When we 
are commanded “Be holy,” we are 
instructed to confront our moral and 
spiritual obligations.  God demands that 
we live by practices that shape our 
relationships and our community. 

Each of us has the power to be holy, 
and to add to the holiness of the world 
by our own actions and our own 
behavior.  The Jewish mystical 
tradition holds that when all humanity 
conducts their lives in holiness – that is, 
living with justice and righteousness in 
our relationships with others – then the 
Messianic Age will have arrived.  And 
so, let us give thanks for what we have, 
but let us also give thanks for the 
opportunities to create, all of us, a 
world sustained by holiness.  

Thanksgiving Sermon by  
Rabbi Elliot Stevens. 
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Thursday, January 3, 7 PM, Rabbi Stevens's five-part 
series on Women in the Hebrew Bible: Insights from 
Midrash and Commentaries. Topic: BATHSHEBA. 
Tuesday, January 8, 4 PM, Basic Judaism with Rabbi 
Stevens begins at 4:15 PM. Class eleven: Issues and 
Values: Selections from the Responsa Literature. 
Friday, January 11, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Saturday, January 12, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning 
service and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 
Thursday, January 24, 7 PM, Rabbi Stevens's five-part 
series on Women in the Hebrew Bible: Insights from 
Midrash and Commentaries. Topic: RUTH. 
Friday, January 25, 6 PM, Sisterhood Shabbat Service 
accompanied by Turia Williams and Becky Taylor. 
TORAH READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Friday, February 8, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Saturday, February 9, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning 
service and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 
Friday, February 22, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Saturday, February 23, 7 PM, Purim Service - 
Costumes (adults, too!), Purim Pranks, the famous 
Megillah and Hamentaschen! In the TBO Library. 
Sunday, February 24, 9 AM - 3 PM, Temple Beth Or's 
10th Annual Jewish Food Festival 
Thursday, March 7, 2 PM, Interfaith Shoah Memorial 
Service at Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem. 
Friday, March 8, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Saturday, March 9, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Friday, March 15, 
6 PM, Shabbat Service. Huntingdon College Night. 
Reception follows. 
Thursday, March 21, 7 PM, Guest Speaker: Mirabi 
Starr, author of GOD OF LOVE; A GUIDE TO THE 
HEART OF JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY AND 
ISLAM. Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger 
Lecture Series. 
Tuesday, March 26, 5:30 PM, Second Seder. Seating 
will begin at 5:00 PM, with the service to begin 

promptly at 5:30. 
Tuesday, March 26, All Day, TBO Office closed for 
Passover. 
Friday, March 29, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Friday, April 12, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Sunday, April 14, Noon, Jewish Federation of Central 
Alabama sponsors an Israeli Festival. Details to come. 
Thursday, April 18, 2 PM, Guest Speaker, Janice 
Rothschild will speak on her new book Rabbi Alphabet 
Browne: Prophet in Time of Priests. Janice Rothschild 
is the widow of the late Rabbi Jacob Rothschild, who 
was senior rabbi at The Temple in Atlanta during the 
Civil Rights Era. Program will be held in the Baylinson 
Social Hall. Sponsored by the Lucien Loeb L'Chaim 
League. 
Friday, April 26, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Friday, May 10, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Saturday, May 11, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Tuesday, May 14, 7 PM, Erev Shavuot Family Service, 
including a reading of the Book of Ruth and a light 
dairy repast. 
Wednesday, May 15, All Day, TBO Office closed for 
Shavuot. 
Friday, May 24, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Friday, June 7, 5 PM, Family Chavurah Shabbat service 
in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of 
all ages. 
Saturday, June 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Friday, June 28, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Thursday, September 5, All Day, TBO Office closed for 
Rosh Hashanah. 
Thursday, September 19, All Day, TBO Office closed 
for Sukkot. 
Thursday, September 26, All Day, TBO Office closed 
for Simchat Torah. 

Be sure to check upcoming bulletins for possible date changes and more information.  You may also 
consult the TBO website for additional information at www.templebethor.net. 

And Beyond! 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple?  Go to www.templebethor.net. 

December 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served 

2 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA 
11 AM - Noon, 
Master class in 
story-telling 
featuring  
 Pennina Schram 

3 4 
 
4:15 PM 
Basic Judaism  
5:15 PM 
Basic Hebrew 

5 
 
11 AM, L'Chaim 
League's 
Chanukah 
Luncheon at Mr. 
G's Restaurant. 

6 7 
 
6 PM, Family 
Shabbat service 
with renowned 
story-teller 
Penninah Schram 

8 
 
6 PM, Family 
Chanukah dinner 
and service 
featuring story-
teller Pennina 
Schram. 

9 
 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA 
11 AM Penninah 
Scham’s story-
telling workshop 
at AIEA 

10 11 
 
4:15 PM 
Basic Judaism  
5:15 PM 
Basic Hebrew 

12 13 
 
7 PM, Rabbi 
Stevens's five-part 
series on Women 
in the Hebrew 
Bible:  Topic: 
DEBORAH AND 
YAEL. 

14 
 
6 PM  
Shabbat Service 
with the Union 
Prayer Book. 

15 

16 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA 
7:15 PM, 92nd 
Street Y Program: 
GOD IS ONE: 
MOSES, JESUS, 
MUHAMMAD, 
BRUCE FEILER, 

17 18 
 
4:15 PM 
Basic Judaism  
5:15 PM 
Basic Hebrew 

19 20 21 
 
6 PM  
Shabbat Service 

22 

23 24 25 
 
Temple is closed 
on December 25th 

26 27 28 
 
6 PM  
Shabbat Service 
TORAH 
READING AND 
D’VAR TORAH. 

29 

30 31      

Temple hours will be 9 AM - 12, Wed -Friday.  
Temple will open at 5 PM for Shabbat service. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DECEMBER  2012 Bulletin 

TEMPLE BETH OR 
GIFT SHOP 

Montgomery, AL 

Quajado bakers needed.  Pans and 
recipe can be picked up from the 

Temple office.  However, please do 
not bake your quajados before 

January.  Please be sure to leave 
your name on the form provided. 

Holiday Hours and Information 
 

Gina Friday will be on vacation from December 24th - December 28th.  The office will be closed on 
Tuesday, December 25.  Office hours from Wednesday - Friday of that week will be 9 AM - noon.  All 

efforts will be made to keep the office open and the phones staffed during her absence.   
(Contact Gina if you’re willing to help answer the  phones during these three days.) 

 
On Friday, December 28th the building will open at 5 PM for the 6 PM service. 


