A VIEW FROM THE BIMAH
I write this on the eve of
“Thanksgivikah” – or, as
some say, “Chanukiving”
– the first and last time
any of us will experience
the beginning of
Chanukah on Erev
Thanksgiving.

December 2013 ~ Kislev/Tevet 5774

time. Halachah is thus not merely a set
of fixed and permanent rules, but a
discourse – a language in which a
community speaks about its culture.

Halachah in Reform and Orthodox
Judaism have much in common, though
we might have very different views of
how revelation takes place and how
The onset of Chanukah
practices evolve over time. Reform’s
always leads to questions about
practices might tend toward the creative
observance. Though Chanukah is not
– e.g., the addition of a “Miriam’s Cup”
mentioned in the Torah or any other
to our Seder plates – but our halachah
book of the Jewish Bible, even the most is just as firmly rooted in the Jewish
non-observant family somehow seems halachic tradition. Halachah structures
to want to “get it right”: Do we light
our liturgy and blessings; Shabbat and
the candles from right to left, or left to festival observance and lifecycle
right? Does the shamash have to be
occasions. Our ethics are also deeply
higher than the other candles? On
rooted in halachah. Can you imagine
Shabbat, which candles do we light
any discussion on Jewish biomedical
first? Are electric chanukiot okay, or do ethics or Jewish business ethics or the
we have to use candles or oil? All of
Jewish ethics of warfare without
these questions about the “correct”
consulting the halachic tradition of
Jewish practices are matters of
Talmud, codes and responsa?
halachah.
“Reform halachah” might seem
We modern Jews have an interesting
oxymoronic, and we do face
relationship with Halachah. Most of us challenges, since a central pillar of
would probably translate “halachah” as Reform has always been our individual
“Jewish law,” which in Orthodox
autonomy in the way we make
Judaism is taken to refer to laws given decisions. How do we define the
quite literally by God to Moses on Mt. boundaries of Shabbat observance, or
Sinai – divine commandments even of apply Jewish values to what we permit
practices that are post-biblical, like the ourselves to eat? How can we go
observance of Chanukah. A more
beyond personal comfort and
accurate translation of “halachah,”
pragmatism as our sole criteria for what
however, would be something like “the we do? The task of learning and living
way” – the ongoing stream of tradition derived from halachic categories is
that makes its way through Jewish
rarely part of our daily lives.
history and describes and reflects the
One answer is in Reform Judaism’s
changing practices of Judaism over
growing consensus on mainstream
Saturday, December 14  9:30 AM
Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday morning, Rabbi Stevens will lead a
Shabbat morning service. Service will run from
9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include Torah study and a
light brunch.
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Reform Jewish practice. Guides have
been published (most recently Mark
Washofsky’s Jewish Living; I
recommend this book highly) – the
very notion of which would have been
anathema in Reform just a couple of
generations ago. And a growing body
of responsa have been issued over the
last century covering many hundreds of
practical issues of practice and
observance, all from a Reform
perspective. These are all available,
free and online at this website: http://
ccarnet.org/rabbis-speak/reformresponsa/.
The great halachic scholar Rabbi
Solomon B. Freehof – and one of the
great Reform rabbis of the 20th century
– summarized the principles of Reform
halachah and the guidance of Reform
responsa this way: “Whenever the
ethical standard of the law in a specific
case does not comport with our
conscience we turn aside from it
resolutely and without fear. Our
concern is more with people than with
the legal system. The law is
authoritative enough to influence us,
but not so completely as to control us.
The rabbinic law is our guidance but
not our governance. Reform responsa
are not directive but advisory.”
Halachah, in other words, is not the
exclusive domain of the Orthodox.
We, too, have our halachah. And when
it comes to Chanukah, most of us will
follow the tradition of lighting the
newest candle first; raising up the
shamash above the others; lighting for
Chanukah before Shabbat, and
celebrating the freedom to observe
Judaism the way we do going back to
that very first Chanukah dedication
nearly 2,200 years ago.
Elliot L. Stevens
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NEED HELP GETTING AROUND
DURING SERVICES?
A wheelchair and walker are stored in the coat
closet and available to members and guests during
Temple events.

When scheduling
calendar events
involving the
Temple it is
important that you check dates with the
Federation and the Temple for potential
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their
number is 277-5820 and you can view the
community calendar at
www.jewishmontgomery.org.

Last month I was at Temple Dor Tamid in Jones Creek, Georgia (North of
Atlanta) for an area presidents meeting. Presidents from Chattanooga,
Birmingham, Montgomery, Brunswick, Albany, Atlanta, Roswell, and
Peachtree City attended the meeting. We spent the day discussing issues
facing Temples. The sizes of the temples attending ranged from 50 to
1,200 families. Once again, I found it interesting that no matter the size of
the congregation, we all have the same issues and needs. We all have
buildings that we all have to keep up and deal with increasing expenses
that are beyond our control.
One fact I found comforting is that when each congregation stated their
family size and the size of their religion school, the ratio was 25%. That
is, their size of the religion school was 25% of the number of families.
We are in that ratio as well. It would be nice to increase our membership
and religion school even more than we have been doing.
In the October Bulletin, Rabbi Stevens wondered if there were changes
that needed to be made in our services to assure that we have a great(er)
worship experience. Looking back, his article was very timely. At the
meeting, the presidents discussed what temples could do to elevate
everyone’s worship experience and relationship with the temple. You can
help us answer these questions. What can the Temple do to make sure
you have a great(er) worship experience? The Rabbi asked for
suggestions but he has not received any. Over the next few months, the
Ritual Committee will be trying to decide if anything needs to be changed
to enhance your worship experience and we want to make sure we hear
from every member.
Since I began my Presidency, I have asked each member to renew his or
her relationship with the Temple. In order help with this, I have asked
some temple members to help come up with events to enhance our temple
life. Watch future bulletins for news and dates. Another group under
Sharon McDaniel will help plan events, like potluck dinners. If you have
an idea for an event or program please let us know.
In earlier bulletins, I asked volunteers to serve on a temple committee. I
know all our lives are busy and we will soon be beginning our baking for
the Food Festival. Some of you will be receiving a phone call asking to
serve on a committee. Please agree to serve. You can have a great impact
on our temple life and you will love working with your fellow
congregants.
Jamie Loeb

WILL FLORAL FUND FAIL TO FLOWER?
The Temple Beth Or Floral Fund – providing flowers for display during
worship in the Sanctuary and on special occasions – is nearing a zero
balance. Lisa Weil, chair of the temple’s Art and Decorating Committee,
advises that without new donations, our long tradition of floral displays
during worship will come to an end. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
Thank you.
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Contributions to Funds
We greatly appreciate the people who
support Temple Beth Or by remembering
and honoring their friends and loved ones
through their generous contributions. Those
that are received after the 20th of the
month will be in the next bulletin.

BLANCHE WINTER FUND
In Memory of Cecelia Field
Friends of Lisa
BUILDING FUND
In Memory of Harry Stiller
In Memory of Ceil Field
In Memory of Irving R. Bean
Micki Beth Stiller
FLORAL FUND
In Honor of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Myrna & Alan
Rothfeder
Robin and Jeff Blitz
Corinne Capilouto
Frances and Ralph Capouya
Jenny and John Ives
Steve and LeAnne Wallace
In Honor of Liza and Sam Kaufman
Corinne Capilouto

LUCIEN LOEB FUND
In Memory of Cecelia Field
Joan Loeb
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
On the Yahrzeit of
Isabelle D. Goldberg
Betty, Bob and Erik Goldberg
In Memory of my grandparents,
Abe and Jennie Monsky
Evalynn Monsky Duncan
In Honor of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Myrna & Alan
Rothfeder
Gracie and Jack Hanchrow
In honor of Rabbi's
Basic Judaism Course
Sally Greenhaw
YOUTH AND SCHOLARSHIP
In Honor of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Myrna & Alan
Rothfeder
Bette Sue and Charlie Strasburger
In Honor of
Becky May's birthday
Shirley Beringer

Celebrating Betty Bloom's birthday
Evalynn Monsky Duncan
In Honor of Alan Rothfeder's
75th birthday
Joe and Bari Levin
On the Yahrzeit of Jeannette Nyman
Karen and Lew Nyman
In Memory of Cecelia Field
Lisa, Ward and Nora Newcomb
In Memory of Emily Hurt
Susan and Joe Finklestein
GENERAL FUND
In Memory of Jack and Verna Wool
Dr. Rosemary Wool Jones
In Honor of Liza and Sam Kaufman
Mary Lynne and Jim Levy
In memory of my beloved wife,
Phyllis G. Franco
Rubin A. Franco
In Honor of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Myrna & Alan
Rothfeder
Rubin A. Franco
In Memory of Jack and Verna Wool
Tricia Wool and Ed Munson

DEC BIRTHDAYS
3 ................ Esther Scheuer
4 ................ Robin Kromis
4 ................ Carol Hart
8 ................ Jan Hoffman
9 ................ Kenny Capouya
10 .............. Kenneth Wool
10 .............. Barbara Shinpaugh
10 .............. Jamie Loeb
11 .............. Edward Abraham
13 .............. Rubin Franco
16 .............. Seymour Cohn
19 .............. Sharon Berry
21 .............. Shirley Beringer
24 .............. Ward Newcomb
DEC ANNIVERSARIES
10 ........Kenneth & Celia Wool
20 ........Russell & Sherry Levy
27 ........Alvin & Sharon Benn
29 ........Maurice & Peggy Mussafer

Birthday and Anniversary
Blessings on December 5th
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YAHRZEITS
To be read 12/6/2013
Nellie Beringer
Mose Brownstein
Eli R. Capouya
Babs Landau Klein
Julian S. Leet
Charles McDaniel
Evalyn Rosenberg
Amelia Strauss Schloss
To be read 12/13/2013
Arthur Beringer, Sr.
Harold Jay Coleman, Sr.
Virginia Dorosin
Lillie O. Hart
Edna Rosen
Charles Max Stiller
Carol Weil
Adolph Weil, Jr.
Florence M. Wolfson
To be read 12/20/2013
Berneice Blachschleger
Seymour Gitenstein
Dr. James Glassner
Frances Mandell
Thelma B. Monsky
Myron J. Rothschild
Phyllis Simon
Jerry Tillinger
To be read 12/27/2013
Hannah Roswald Abraham
Edward Clein
Anna Caroline Coleman
Joseph Neuman
Adler Rothschild

Recent Death
Samuel Neuman ז״ל
November 19, 2013


Brother of Gay Winter

SISTERHOOD
I hope by now you have made your
reservations for our annual Chanukah
dinner on December 4. Randi Herring
is chairing the event this year and has
been working hard to make it a fun
night. Bring your favorite menorah and
candles to light up your table. I know
it is a school night but please bring the
children. They will get home in plenty
of time for bed-time.
Sisterhood is pleased this year to donate
dreidels, candles, and gelt for all of the
Religious School children so they can
celebrate Chanukah at home with their
families. We hope they will enjoy this
gift from Sisterhood.
We are in the planning stages for our
annual Sisterhood Sabbath in January.
Check the bulletin for the date and join
us to celebrate the women of the
Temple. We work hard every year and
this is our time to shine. We hope all
Sisterhood members will join us for this
special service.
We wish you all a Happy Chanukah.
Enjoy this special time with your family
and friends.
Susan Bernstein
Sisterhood President
***
FROM THE LIBRARY
As we get ready to welcome a new year,
it’s always a good time to check and see
if you have items borrowed from the
temple library that are ready to be
returned. There are a number of books
and films that have been out for quite a
while, so as you have time, look around
– between the sofa cushions, under the
car seat – and see if you forgot you still
had that book or DVD.
Happy New Year!
Eric A. Kidwell, MLS
***

SH’LICHAH NEWS

commemorate this event?

I believe that our main purpose in doing
so us to condemn any kind of violence
within our community while
remembering a dramatic breaking point
As a Jewish community outside of Israel
in the history of the state of Israel and
we should ask ourselves, “Why should
also a dramatic moment in the history of
we commemorate this troubling event?”
modern Jewish life. One Jew who lived
Is it because we support Israel and
in a democratic country and didn't agree
respect the Israeli law obligating a
with the opinion of another Jew chose
public memorial service that tells the
the path of violence in an attempt to
story of that sad night 18 years ago? Is it
shape the future of a society.
because we believe in this man and we
Rabin was murdered because of his view
are upset about the assassination of an
and because he wanted to achieve his
Israeli prime minister and former chief
of IDF? Is it because we view that night, vision. We may not agree on certain
many years ago, as the night we lost our ways, but we know that violence will not
solve anything. If we disagree with
true chance for peace with our
someone, we can talk and argue but
neighbors? There are many answers to
those questions and there are many ways everything has its limits and violence is
that we, as individuals, feels connected a red line, a border that must not
crossed. We say today, “yes” to peace
to this event. 18 years have passed and
and “no” to violence! And we
the number of people who know about
this event, both inside Israel and outside remember...
of it, and feel connected to this are
Tzlil Bandy
slowly becoming smaller. Where was I
Sh’lichah
on that day? You
know how you can
ask every American
where they were on
the day of 9/11 and
everyone can tell you
the exact details of the
day? Well in Israel it's
the same about the
day Yitzhak Rabin
died.
REMEMBERING YITZHAK
RABIN

When Rabin was
assassinated I was 8
years old, a young
girl, today I'm 26. 18
years have passed
since that Sunday
morning my parents
woke me up and
explained me that
someone killed Rabin.
As a young girl; I
didn't really
understand the
meaning of that. I just
remember my whole
hometown sad and
that everyone was
crying.
And I'm asking you
today- why should we
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Last Minute Update!

BEDTIME
BUNDLES

JOINT THANKSGIVING SERVICE

For the 6th year we will be
collecting bedtime items
for Child Protect during
Tuesday
November and
November 26
December. Please put
7 PM
your purchases which must be new and unused in the
playpen in the Temple lobby beginning in early
This year, for the second in a row, our joint Interfaith Thanksgiving November.
Service will be cosponsored with two neighboring churches – First
United Methodist Church and Church of the Ascension. The service After coming to Child Protect because they were
abused or molested, these boys and girls go into
is set for Tuesday evening, November 26 at the Church of the
foster care, often with nothing to call their own,
Ascension (315 Clanton Avenue) starting at 7:00 p.m. The music
according to Director Jannah Bailey. Please be
will be magnificent, as will be the service, the fellowship and the
wonderful reception that follows. Temple Beth Or has been part of generous for these unfortunate children, who are
mostly ages 6-12.
the interfaith Thanksgiving tradition for more than a century; we
hope you can join us for a splendid and spiritual event.
Items wanted are pajamas, pillow cases, socks,
underwear, bedtime stories, journals and writing
implements, sketchbooks and coloring pencils or
crayons, toothpaste and toothbrushes, washcloths,
fleece throws, slippers, dolls and toys, combs/
brushes/hair ornaments, and anything else you can
SERVICE IN THE CLASSICAL STYLE
think of.
TO FEATURE THE MUSIC OF
If you don't want to shop or are unable to do so,
SALAMONE DE’ ROSSI
please send a check to the temple office earmarked
On December 13 the Temple choir will offer a
Shabbat service set to the music of the great Italian
Jewish composer Salamone De’ Rossi (1570 –
1630). De’ Rossi, a transitional figure between the
late Italian Renaissance and early Baroque, was the
first Jewish composer to set an entire Shabbat
service to music, and one of the first of his era to be
accepted into mainstream society (his sister was also
the first Jewish opera singer). De’ Rossi wrote some
150 secular works of music, but his Jewish music,
breaking with cantorial motifs of the past, was
considered revolutionary in its time, and set the
foundation for Jewish choral music in the following
centuries.
We will be using Mishkan T’filah, but in keeping
with our “classical” Reform tradition our use of
Hebrew in this service will be minimal. The music
itself should be a special treat, and we hope you can
join us.

"for bedtime bundles" and we will be glad to shop
for you! Thank you!
Louisa Weinrib
262-6155

The Jewish federation Of
Central Alabama invites you to:
Café Israel – Israeli Tikkun Olam
December 17 at 7:00 PM
Temple Beth Or
In recent years in Israel more and more individuals and
groups volunteer across the state of Israel in order to
‘repair the world’, what named in Hebrew as Tikkun Olam
– .תיקון עולם
Join us to hear stories about Israelis who decided to enrich
their spring break and trips after military service with
values of social justice, prosperity and health for all.
For more information please contact our Shlicha, Tzlil
bandy: 334-224-4220 or via mail tzlil.jfca@gmail.com
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L’CHAIM LEAGUE EVENT OPEN TO ALL
On Tuesday, Dec. 10th @ 12 noon at Temple Beth Or, the L’Chaim League will sponsor guest author, T.K. Thorne.
She will be speaking about her book, Noah’s Wife. A luncheon at the temple will take place prior to this speaking
engagement at the cost of $8 per person. Reservations will need to be made no later than Tuesday, Dec. 3rd so that
we can accommodate catering arrangements. You can reserve a copy of Noah’s Wife for $15 and also T.K. Thorne’s
latest book, Last Chance for Justice, for $28 by contacting the L’Chaim League at lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com, or
262-3314. T.K. Thorne will conduct a book signing immediately following this event.
T.K. Thorne retired as a captain of the Birmingham Police Department and currently serves as executive director of
CAP, a business improvement district in downtown Birmingham. Both careers have provided fodder for her writing. Her
fiction, poetry, and non-fiction have been published in various venues and garnered several awards, including "Book of
the Year for Historical Fiction" (ForeWord Reviews 2009) for her debut novel Noah’s Wife. A short film from her
screenplay Six Blocks Wide was a finalist in a film festival in Italy and has shown at other juried festivals in the U.S. and
Europe. Her forthcoming book is non-fiction, Last Chance for Justice: How Relentless Investigators Uncovered New
Evidence Convicting the Birmingham Church Bombers.
She has served on several community boards, including the Alabama Writer’s Conclave and is Treasurer for Or Hadash,
a Humanistic Jewish congregation in Birmingham. She writes on a mountaintop, often with two dogs and a cat or two in
her lap. More information is available at www.tkthorne.com.
New Information: She is a
Montgomery native and relative of a
Temple Beth Or member. Her full name
is Teresa Katz Thorne. She is the
daughter of Jane Lobman (Carol Hart’s
first cousin!) and Warren Katz . We
hope you’ll attend and welcome her to
Temple Beth Or.
Sharon Berry
L’Chaim League Director
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com
(334) 262-3314

Sunday  Jan 12
3 PM

The Men's Club will be
showing the movie “The
Final Countdown.” Pizza
and snacks served. TBO
Social Hall. All are
invited!

Many thanks to these families for providing Bimah
flowers for the month of November.
In memory of
Cecelia Field
by Lisa, Ward and Nora Newcomb
& Bruce and Ben Field

In memory of
Emily Hurt
by Leigh Hurt and the Finklesteins

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN: The USS Nimitz, a modern-day nuclearpowered aircraft carrier captained by Kirk Douglas, passes through a
time warp and finds itself at Pearl Harbor on December 6, 1941.
Douglas is all for preventing the infamous Japanese attack by
unleashing the 1980s technology at his disposal. But wait-- what will
happen to future events if the attack doesn't come off? For nearly two
hours, pros and cons are volleyed back and forth by Douglas, by
ambitious senator Charles Durning, and by concerned observer
Martin Sheen.
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TEMPLE BETH OR ADULT EDUCATION

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES WITH
RABBI STEVENS

INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH
MYSTICISM

JUDAISM BASICS & BASIC HEBREW
This basic survey of Judaism runs for eleven sessions, starting
Tuesday, October 15. Take a whirlwind tour of Jewish history,
learn about Jewish traditions on life cycle events and the
Jewish calendar, study the main religious themes of Jewish
tradition, and ask as many questions as you wish.
Sessions run from 4:30 to 5:30 PM.
October 15 .......... Overview of Judaism.
October 22 .......... A Whirlwind Tour of Jewish History.
October 29 .......... The Basic Texts of Judaism.
November 5......... Modern Judaism; Denominations; Israel.
November 12....... Lifecycle: Birth through Bar Mitzvah.
November 19....... Lifecycle: Marriage and Divorce.
December 3 ......... Lifecycle: Illness, death, mourning.
December 10 ....... Holidays: Shabbat and Festivals.
December 17 ....... Holidays: Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur.
January 7 ............ Holidays: Minor holidays (Chanukah,
Purim, etc.).
January 14 .......... Modern Judaism: Israel; Denominations.

The Jewish mystical tradition, assumed by many
modern Jews to have been only peripheral to
mainstream Judaism, has in fact been central to our
tradition since biblical times. Jewish mysticism has
influenced Jewish philosophy, practice, liturgy and
worship, and offers a vast literature. The literature
of Jewish mysticism includes biblical texts,
commentaries, parables, prayers and mystical
testimonies, extending well into modern times.
Jewish mysticism continues to influence all streams
of Judaism into our own day.
This course will be led by Rabbi Stevens, and will
consist of five classes:
October 2: Mysticism in the Bible
October 16: The Origins of Kabbalah
October 30: Lurianic Kabbalah
November 13: Hasidism
December 4: Mysticism Meets Modernity
All classes will convene at the temple on
Wednesdays at 11 AM, and all classes are free and
open to the public. Bring a friend!

Chanukah Begins
Wednesday evening, November 27, 2013
Shop Beth Or’s Sisterhood Gift Shop for all of your holiday
items; candles, gelt, lollipops, short bread cookies and
dreidles.
See our collections of beautiful menorahs, candlesticks, napkin
holders, salad servers, cheese boards with matching knives and
many more items from the collections of Gary Rosenthal,
Michael Aram and Quest.

Agudath Israel 
Etz Ahayem
Adult Education
Introduction to
Judaism
7 PM
Tuesday, December 3
Tuesday, December 10
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Treasure Market

We need you!!!
Mark your calendar now for our 2014 Food Festival –
February 23rd, 2014
The Food Festival is just a little over 2 short months away! Please
review the list of scheduled cooking and baking dates published in the
bulletin. We always need help in the kitchen. Please do not wait for
someone to ask you, VOLUNTEER now to be a part of the
preparation and cooking! Each committee chair is listed with their
contact information on the baking schedule. It is very helpful if you
communicate with the committee chair and let them know that you
can work. Please take a moment to fill out volunteer form in this
bulletin so we can schedule workers the day of the Food Festival.
The Treasure Market committee is accepting donated items now.
Please drop your “gently used” items off or call Pat Dees or Alan Weil
for pick- up of large items if you need help.
Thank you,

Moving? Spring Cleaning? Redecorating?
We are now accepting the following items for
the 2014 Treasure Market!







Professionally Cleaned Ladies Evening
and Cocktail Dresses/Suits
Ladies' Accessories Costume Jewelry,
Hats – Scarves - Evening Bags - Purses
Toys - Lamps - Paintings – Pictures
Furniture - in good condition
Electronic Equipment

* Please make sure all items are clean and in
working condition.
* Please donate large box TV’s to your
favorite charity.

Jenny Ives
2014 Food Festival Chair

2013 Food Festival Cooking Schedule
Cooking time begins at 9 AM unless otherwise noted. Time and dates are subject to change
so please call the Temple to confirm times.
* - denotes that date is reserved on an “if needed” basis.
January 4 ............ Rugelach set-up..........Sharon Berry, 290-0445/daberry40@netscape.net
January 5 ............ Rugelach ....................Sharon Berry, 290-0445/daberry40@netscape.net
January 8 ............ Challah prep ...............Marlene Beringer, 272-6688/grammyberinger@gmail.com
January 9 ............ Challah bake ..............Marlene Beringer, 272-6688/grammyberinger@gmail.com
January 13 .......... Praline Matzah ...........Diane Weil, 324-7550/dianeweil@me.com
January 15 .......... Challah prep ...............Marlene Beringer, 272-6688/grammyberinger@gmail.com
January 16 .......... Challah bake ..............Marlene Beringer, 272-6688/grammyberinger@gmail.com
January 19 .......... Latkes.........................Susan Bernstein, 281-4340/susanbernstein@gmail.com
January 25 .......... Rugelach set-up..........Sharon Berry, 290-0445/daberry40@netscape.net
January 26 .......... Rugelach ....................Sharon Berry, 290-0445/daberry40@netscape.net
February 2 .......... Kugel .........................Kelly Capouya, 244-9638/kncapouya@gmail.com
February 9* ........ Kugel .........................Kelly Capouya, 244-9638/kncapouya@gmail.com

Religion School
Schedule

TBO
12/8
12/15
1/12 1st Day at AIEA,
Tu B’Shevat
1/26
2/2
2/9
3/2

GOBBLE TOV! Latkes and Stuffing on the same day... Great trivia...who knew... Hanukkah and Thanksgiving: A once in eternity
overlap This year features an anomaly for American Jews – The first day of Hanukkah coincides with Thanksgiving, on 11/28/2013. I was
curious how often this happens. It turns out that it has never happened before...and it will never happen again. Thanksgiving is set as the
fourth Thursday in November, meaning the latest it can be is 11/28. 11/28 is also the earliest Hanukkah can be. The Jewish calendar
repeats on a 19 year cycle, and Thanksgiving repeats on a 7 year cycle. You would therefore expect them to coincide roughly every 19x7
= 133 years. Looking back, this is approximately correct – the last time it would have happened is 1861. However, Thanksgiving was only
formally established by President Lincoln in 1863. So, it has never happened before. Why won't it ever happen again? The reason is
because the Jewish calendar is very slowly getting out of sync with the solar calendar, at a rate of 4 days per 1000 years (not bad for a
many centuries old calendar!) This means that while presently Hanukkah can be as early as 11/28, over the years the calendar will drift
forward, such that the earliest Hanukkah can be is 11/29. The last time Hanukkah falls on 11/28 is 2146 (which happens to be a
Monday). Therefore, 2013 is the only time Hanukkah will ever overlap with Thanksgiving. Of course, if the Jewish calendar is never
modified in any way, then it will slowly move forward through the Gregorian calendar, until it loops all the way back to where it is now. So,
Hanukkah will again fall on Thursday, 11/28...in the year 79,811.
Source unknown.
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Detach at the crease to mail. Fold, seal and stamp and it’s ready to go.
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Temple Beth Or
thanks our
2013 sponsors
Please support our
community
sponsors!


Aliant Bank



BBVA Compass
Bank



Bern, Butler,
Capilouto &
Massey CPA



Cohens Electronics
& Appliances Inc.



Dignity Memorial



Sterling Bank

Contact Lisa or
Andy Weil at
(334) 279-8979
for 2014 pricing.
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And Beyond!
Tuesday, January 7, 4:30 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. Basic
Judaism begins at 4:30 PM. Class ten: Holidays: Minor holidays
(Chanukah, Purim, etc.).
Friday, January 10, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of all
ages.
Friday, January 10, 6 PM, Sisterhood Shabbat. A reception will
precede service at 5:15 PM.
Saturday, January 11, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and
Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Sunday, January 12, 3 PM, The Men's Club will be showing the
movie "The Final Countdown." Pizza and snacks served. TBO
Social Hall. All are invited!
Tuesday, January 14, 4:30 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. Basic
Judaism begins at 4:30 PM. Class eleven: Modern Judaism: Israel;
Denominations.
Friday, January 24, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH READING
AND D’VAR TORAH.
Tuesday, January 28, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board Meeting.
Friday, February 7, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of all
ages.
Saturday, February 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and
Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Friday, February 21, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH
READING AND D’VAR TORAH.
Sunday, February 23, 9 AM - 3 PM, Temple Beth Or's 11th
Annual Food Festival.
Tuesday, February 25, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board
Meeting.
Friday, March 7, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service
in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of all ages.
Saturday, March 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and
Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Friday, March 14, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. Huntingdon College
Night. Reception follows.
Saturday, March 15, 7 PM, Purim Service - Costumes (adults,
too!), Purim Pranks, the famous Megillah and Hamentaschen! In
the TBO Library.

Tuesday, March 25, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board Meeting.
Friday, March 28, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH READING
AND D’VAR TORAH.
Thursday, April 3, 7 PM, Guest Speaker: Eric Goldman, author
of THE AMERICAN JEWISH STORY THROUGH CINEMA.
Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture Series.
Friday, April 4, 6 PM, Shabbat service led by Temple Beth Or
youth (grades 4-9).
Saturday, April 12, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Tuesday, April 15, 5:30 PM, Second Seder. Seating will begin at
5:30 PM, with the service to begin promptly at 6:00.
Tuesday, April 22, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board Meeting.
Friday, April 25, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH READING
AND D’VAR TORAH.
Sunday, April 27, 3 PM, Community Interfaith Holocaust
Memorial Service at TBO.
Friday, May 2, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in
the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of all ages.
Sunday, May 4, TBA, Israel Independence Day. Details to come.
Saturday, May 10, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Sunday, May 18, 4 PM, Reception and Annual Meeting at 5:00
PM. Reception precedes at 4 PM. Members only.
Friday, May 23, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH READING
AND D’VAR TORAH.
Tuesday, May 27, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board Meeting.
Tuesday, June 3, 7 PM, Erev Shavuot program, including a
reading of the Book of Ruth and a light dairy repast.
Friday, June 6, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in
the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of all ages.
Tuesday, June 24, 5:30 PM, Temple Beth Or Board Meeting.
Friday, June 27, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH READING
AND D’VAR TORAH.
Saturday, September 20, 10 AM, 2014: Hanah and Akiko
Bloom’s joint Bat Mitzvah.
Saturday, November 8, 10 AM, 2014: Catherine Loeb's Bat
Mitzvah.
Saturday, May 2, 10 AM, 2015: Dani Loeb's Bat Mitzvah

L’Chaim League serves
lunch to residents of the
Capital Heights Senior
Home on November 14th.
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December 2013
Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net.

Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3
4:30 PM
Basic Judaism

Wed
4
11 AM, Adult Ed:
Introduction to
Jewish Mysticism:

Thu
5

5:30 PM, Family
Chanukah Dinner
and Celebration.

8

9

10
12 Noon, L’Chaim
League luncheon
event: Author, T.K.
Thorne speaks on
her book, "Noah's
Wife."

11

Fri
6
5 PM, Family
Chavurah "Tot"
Shabbat service in
the Blachschleger
Library

Sat
7

6 PM
Shabbat Service

12

13

14

6 PM
Shabbat Service
featuring the
music of Salamone
De' Rossi

9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service
and Torah study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Light
brunch served.

20

21

4:30 PM
Basic Judaism

15

16

17

18

19

4:30 PM
Basic Judaism

6 PM
Shabbat Service

5:30 PM, Temple
Beth Or Board
Meeting.
7 PM, JFCA's
Sh’lichah's Café
Israel at TBO
22

23

24

25

26

TBO office closed on Tuesday
& Wednesday.

27
6 PM
Shabbat Service.
TORAH
READING AND
D’VAR TORAH.

Temple hours will be 9 AM - 12,
Thursday -Friday. Temple will open
at 5:30 PM for Shabbat service.
29

30

31

Temple hours will
be 9 AM - 12,

15

28
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Gay Winter requests the use of your old-fashioned
ice cube trays for the purpose of baking Mondel
bread for the upcoming Food Festival. Gay can be
contacted at 279-1833 or gndw@knology.net.
Feel free to drop your trays off at the Temple and
be sure to label them with
your name.

Tot

Holiday Hours and Information
The office will be closed on Tuesday,
December 24 and Wednesday, December 25.
Gina Friday will be on vacation from December 24 December 31. Office hours on December 26, 27 and
31 will be 9 AM - noon. All efforts will be made to
keep the office open and the phones staffed during
her absence. (Contact Gina if you’re willing to help
answer the phones during these three days.)
On Friday, December 27th the building will open at
5:00 PM for the 6 PM service.

FAMILY
FRIENDLY
SERVICES
especially for babies,
toddlers, kids, moms,
dads and
grandparents too!

5:00 - 5:30 PM in
the Library

September 6
October 4
December 6
January 10, 2014
February 7
March 7
May 2
June 6

Temple will be closed on Wednesday January 1st for
New Year’s Day.
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