
   

 

What do we stand for?  We 
say that we are “Reform” 
Jews, but what does that 
really mean?  

I’ve been thinking about 
this a lot recently.  The 
question can be asked in 
many different ways. 

For example, we can examine what we 
stand for theologically – how we 
perceive or experience God’s presence 
in our lives; how we view revelation as 
the origins of Torah; how we accept or 
question or redefine concepts such as 
reward and punishment; Heaven and 
Hell; the soul; the Biblical stories of 
Creation and the great biblical heroes.  
We can consider our relationship to 
Jewish tradition – to the rituals and 
observances and practices and the very 
notion of Law as divine in origin or 
divinely inspired, or not; we can locate 
ourselves in relationship to other Jews 
and to Judaism: are we a nation, or a 
people, or a heritage, folk, ethnos or 
religion – or some combination thereof? 

Then we need to realize that any 
analysis of what Reform Judaism stands 
for is not static.  Just as Judaism during 
the biblical period was very different 
from rabbinic Judaism or the Judaism of 
our mystical tradition, so too has 
Reform Judaism changed in dramatic 
ways since a small congregation in 
Zeesen, Germany undertook the first 
reforms 204 years ago.   

Finally, we would need to come to 
some conclusions on our own stance:  
we might generalize about where 
Reform Judaism sees itself these days in 
terms of the above issues [God, Torah 
and Israel, broadly defined], but we 
might realize that we ourselves, 
personally, have little to do with today’s 
mainstream Reform.  These are all 
fascinating questions that come up in 
conversations or during presentations 
all the time. 

I’ve tried to explore these issues by 
presenting my first-ever winter sermon 
series on the platforms of Reform 
Judaism.   American Reform Judaism 
has adopted four:  The Pittsburgh 
Platform of 1885; the Columbus 
Platform of 1937; the Centenary 
Perspectives in 1976, and the Pittsburgh 
Principles adopted in 1999.  Each 
platform has tried to articulate where 
the leadership of the Reform Movement 
has seen itself in each generation, and 
where we might be headed in the future. 

The 1885 document, filled with hope 
that we could assimilate into American 
society while retaining liberal Jewish 
religious values, emphasized Judaism as 
a religion; cast aside archaic practices 
were not considered in keeping with 
modernity, and rejected any notion of 
Judaism as a “people,” resulting in a 
strong opposition to Zionism or the use 
of Hebrew.  God was described as the 
“God-idea,” not as a living reality. 

The 1937 Columbus Platform, adopted 
during the Nazi era and the rise of 
nationalism generally, reclaimed the 
idea of a Jewish people, and supported 
the upbuilding of a Jewish national 
home in Palestine.  We became more 
open to exploring traditional practices 
and the use of Hebrew; the Columbus 
Platform speaks of Judaism not as a 
religion but as a way of life – including 
its customs, symbols and ceremonies.  
And God is more than just an idea – a 
living God who is both endless in time 
and space and also who dwells within 
us. 

The 1976 Centenary Perspectives 
strongly emphasized individual 
autonomy; referred to Jewish practices 
as “sacred obligations”; recognized 
religious diversity and a wide 
divergence of belief and observance.  
Individual autonomy is embraced so 
strongly that, in the end, we saw that the 
1976 document doesn’t really stand for 

anything – it is the antithesis of a 
platform, which should be a ringing 
statement of belief, not just an assertion 
that Reform means we can do and 
believe whatever we want.   

And so we come to 1999, and where 
Reform sees itself today.  Several things 
come through clearly:  First; that we 
stand as firmly on the pedestal of 
individual autonomy as a central tenet 
of Reform as we ever have; second, that 
we embrace diversity – whether based 
on gender, or gender orientation, or 
Jews by Choice or personal practices.  
One can follow traditional practices or 
innovate new ones without 
compromising each individual’s ability 
to make personal decisions. Third, 
Reform today supports Israel and 
encourages us to learn Hebrew as the 
living language of Israel and Judaism. 
Fourth, Judaism obligates us through 
the notions of b’rit [covenant] and 
mitzvah [sacred obligations], in a way 
that opens us up to spiritual relationship 
with God and to being receptive to the 
entire breadth of our tradition.  Finally, 
unlike earlier formulations that referred 
to Judaism as a religion, we are now 
cast as a people, in community with 
Jews of all expressions and cultures 
around the world.  Some of these ideas 
would have been anathema just a couple 
of generations ago. 

I invite you to read my four sermons on 
these platforms.  Send me an email and 
I’ll be happy to send you a set.  I also 
invite you into dialogue – I would love 
someone to read my sermons and 
provide an “op ed” piece for the next 
bulletin! The complete texts of all 
Reform platforms are available at 
www.ccarnet.org/ /rabbis-speak/
platforms/.   

Elliot L. Stevens 
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Celebrating Our  
162nd Year 

When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820 and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

TBO PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Every year we buy a few brisket plates, some extra kugel, and quijado for an after 
Food Festival dinner - but not this year.  Everything sold out before we could buy 
our annual dinner.  I was overjoyed at the outcome of this year’s Food Festival.  
This was our biggest year.  We had the largest attendance we have ever had.  I 
heard complaints that our parking lot was not big enough.  Some years, people 
would come in waves but this year it was steady.  The Rabbi had the largest 
number of people join him for Meet the Rabbi.  At about 12:20, Steve Schloss 
informed me that all we had left in the kitchen was one pan of brisket and the rest 
of the food was already out on the food line.  At around 1 o’clock, all we had left 
to sell were Corned Beef sandwiches.  By 2 o’clock, the kitchen was clean and 
empty. 

Did you not marvel at the number of people in the Temple enjoying all the food 
that we worked so hard to prepare?  The committee chairs and their committees 
were fantastic.  I know that some of you worked multiple days for cooking and 
preparing for the Food Festival and some of you cooked at home.  I cannot thank 
everyone enough for all your hard work.  The organization of all the areas was 
unsurpassed.  I do not know of another year that ran as smoothly as this year.  I 
know how tired we all were, but look at the results.   

I am amazed at the support we receive every year from the Montgomery 
community.  Churches allowed us to put banners in front of their churches.  Some 
churches announced the Festival from their pulpits and others placed reminders in 
their bulletins.  First United Methodist Church brought some of their Youth 
Group and a visiting speaker from Emory to join us.  We could not continue to 
have this success without all our friends around town and without the superb 
publicity and promotion that brought out the crowds .  Speaking of friends, we 
had two non-members who wanted to help.  Some of you know Fred Williams, 
who works at Stonehenge and Bobby Golden.  They spent the day in the Treasure 
Market working with Alan Weil, Sr.  Please thank them and all your friends who 
helped make this a success.   

Now as we put all the signs away, clean the Temple and look back at this year’s 
Food Festival, we begin to ponder about next year.  Who wants to head a cooking 
group?  Who wants to head the Festival?  Unbelievably, soon it will be time to 
start working on our 12th Annual Food Festival.  I look forward to seeing you in 
the Kitchen and thank you for all your hard work this year.  I can only imagine 
how we will surpass this year’s Festival. 

Jamie Loeb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIOT L. STEVENS, D. D., RABBI 
David A. Baylinson, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 

Temple Beth Or Officers 
Jamie Loeb ......................................President 
Diane Weil ......................................Vice-President: Programs 
Adam Finkelstein ...........................Vice-President: Finance 
Morris Capouya ..............................Treasurer 
Susan Finklestein ............................Secretary 
Jenny Ives .......................................Immediate Past President 

 

Board of Trustees 
Frances Capouya ............................Adult Education 
Micki Beth Stiller ...........................Cemetery 
Steve Clein .....................................Co-Membership 
Bob Weisberg .................................Co-Membership 
Bob Goldberg .................................Facilities 
Marlene Beringer ............................Long Range Planning 
Andy Weil ......................................Member at Large 
Jarred Kaplan ..................................Religion School 
John Ives .........................................Ritual 
Bruce Lieberman ............................Youth & Scholarship 

 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Susan Bernstein 
 
MEN’S CLUB CO-PRESIDENTS 

Philip Bernstein/Pete Ginsburg 
 

 Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday .....................................Temple Administrator 
Terri Finkelstein .............................Religion School Director 
Sharon Berry ...................................L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ................................Maintenance Manager 
Elizabeth French .............................Organist & Choir Director 

Office Hours  
    Monday                      CLOSED 
    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-4 
    Friday 9-2 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 
 

(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 
 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections or 
inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND  
DURING SERVICES? 

A wheelchair and walker are stored in the coat 
closet and available to members and guests during 

Temple events. 

Saturday, March 8  9:30 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service 

 
 

Saturday morning, Rabbi Stevens will lead a 
Shabbat morning service.  Service will run from  
9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include Torah study and a 
light brunch. 

Wine and Cheese Reception 
 

Friday, March 21   5:30 PM 
 

Please join us for a Wine and Cheese reception 

preceding service at 5:15 PM on  

March 21st in honor of  

Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

Guest Speaker Al Benn, columnist for the 

Montgomery Advertiser 
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FAMILY 
FRIENDLY 
SERVICES 

especially for babies, 
toddlers, kids, 

moms, dads and 
grandparents too!  

 

 
5:00 - 5:30 PM in 

the Library 
 

March 7 
May 2 
June 6 

Tot 

 

BAYLINSON ART FUND 
In Memory of  

Al Capp 
Gaby Capp 

FLORAL FUND 
In Memory of 
Pat Tourial 
Joan Hanan 

In honor of 
Ruth Rosenthal's Special Birthday 

Joan Loeb 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

In Memory of my daughter 
Dr. Aviva Hoffman 

Jan Hoffman 

TEMPLE ETZ AHAYEM 
MEMORIAL FUND 

In Memory of 
David R. Franco 

Corinne F. Capilouto 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
2 ............... Kelly Capouya  
3 ............... Tom Wool  
4 ............... Bob Sommer  
6 ............... Corinne Capilouto  
6 ............... Eve Duncan  
7 ............... Robin Blitz  
8 ............... Akiko Bloom  
10 ............. Betty Loeb  
15 ............. Michael Capilouto  
15 ............. Karen Goldstein  
16 ............. Myrna Rothfeder  
19 ............. Ira Weil  
20 ............. Philip Bernstein Jr. 
22 ............. Gracie Hanchrow  
23 ............. Sharon McDaniel  
23 ............. Jeff McKinney  
24 ............. Clare Weil  
28 ............. Norman Dorosin  
29 ............. Beverly Bolen  
30 ............. Peggy Cohn  
31 ............. Celia Wool  
31 ............. Lee Hanan  

 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
8 ...... Richard & Jeanette Hanan 
14 .... Charles & Bette Sue 

Strasburger 
23 .... Jeff & Carrie McKinney 
23 .... Ward & Lisa Newcomb 
24 .... David & Beverly Lipton 

 

YAHRZEITS 

 
To be read 3/7/2014  
Dr. I. E. Capilouto 

Dr. Howard J. Goldstein 
Annie Golomb 

Raymond and Helen Goodman 
H. Van E. Hart 

Bessie Moscovitz 
Simon Nyman 

Alan Rice 
Richard Adler Rothschild 

Janis Sabel 
Leo K. Shwarts 
Ann Tillinger 

 
To be read 3/14/2014  

Alex Jacob Cohn 
3/14/2014 Bernice Schulwolf 

 
To be read 3/21/2014  

Jay Coleman 
Natalie Moster Davis 

Roslyn Eagle 
Van Eaton Hart 

Walker Hobbie, Jr. 
Alphonse Levy 

Benjamin Sheftall 
Susie Neumann Warren 

Bert Worth 
Cheryl Rothfeder Zindler 

 
To be read 3/28/2014  

Mathilda I. Cohen 
Mildred Ginsburg 
Dorothy L. Klein 

Beatrice (Dee Dee) Kohn 
Myron C. Lobman 

Evelyn Richard Loeb 
Regina Kahn Loeb 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Birthday and 
Anniversary 
Blessings on 
March 7th. 

Religion School 
Schedule 

3/2 
3/9 

3/16 Purim Celebration 
4/6 

4/13 Passover 
4/27 

5/4 Last day of school 
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Sisterhood  
Before this busy year can come to 
an end we still have several more 
events.  On Sunday, March 9 we 
will have our joint Sisterhood lunch 
with the ladies of Agudath Israel
Etz Ahayem.  Please make your 
reservation quickly.  Marlene 
Beringer and Julie Goolsby are 
planning a delicious lunch that you 
won’t want to miss. Lisa Newcomb 
has planned an exciting program 
featuring Tzlil Bandy.   Call Sharon 
McDaniel with your reservation 
(277-3376). 

Friday, March 14th we will welcome 
our friends from Huntingdon 
College.  This is always a nice 
service with so many young people 
attending.  Please be there to help 
host our guests.  We will have a 
reception following service.   

The next night, March 15 is our 
Purim service.  This is always a fun 
night with costumes and delicious 
Hamentaschen.  Be there to be a part 
of the festivities.   

Open Invitation for all to join the L’Chaim League for a Chinese 
Lunch and a fun afternoon of Bingo. Cash prizes will be given to 
winners.  A cover-all grand prize will also be given. You don’t 
need to be a member to join in this fun event, so bring a friend. 

 
When: Tuesday, March 11th  
Time: Lunch begins at 12 noon with Bingo following 
Where: Temple Beth Or 
Cost: $15 for lunch which includes 1 Bingo card, additional 
cards can be purchased for $5 each. 
 

Please make your reservations and payments in advance by 
calling 262-3314, or email lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com. 

Payments can be dropped off at the temple or mailed in. Thank 
you! 

Sharon Berry 
L’Chaim League Director 

LOST AND FOUND 
 

Did you leave your Coldwater Creek, dark, 
olive green jacket at the Food Festival? 
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C E L E B R A T E  P A S S O V E R  A T  T B O !  

 
Join your temple community on Tuesday evening, April 15, when Rabbi Stevens will lead the second-
night Seder at TBO.  Sponsored by Sisterhood and professionally catered, this year’s Seder again uses “The 
Open Door,” a Passover Haggadah published by the Reform Movement.  Fully transliterated and beautifully 
illustrated, this Haggadah includes traditional and innovative blessings, gender inclusive language and all the 
old favorite songs as well as many new ones. 

Seating will begin at 5:30 PM, with the service to begin promptly at 6:00.  The entire program, including 
dinner, will conclude by 8:00 PM – assuming, of course, that someone finds the Afikomen!  Space is limited, 

so reserve now.  Deadline is April 8th and reservations will not be taken after this date. 

Cost for reservations:  
Adults:  $25.00 Adults with reservation  
Children:  $10.00 Children ages 6 – 12  
  Children 5 & under are free 
 
Please note: The Temple Sisterhood will be providing a 
delicious traditional Passover Seder and dinner which will 
include desserts and wine (you are welcome to bring your own 
wine).  Reservation deadline is no later than April 
8th.  Your check is your reservation. 

 Send checks payable to Temple Beth Or Sisterhood to: 

Sharon McDaniel 
2632 Old Orchard Lane, Montgomery, AL  36117 

 
We look forward to having you with us! 
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Rabbi Stevens to speak in Capitol at 
State Holocaust Memorial Event…. 

 
Each year, the Governor of Alabama convenes a 
gathering of Holocaust survivors and guests for a 
special program commemorating the Holocaust, under 
the auspices of the State Holocaust Commission.  This 
year’s gathering, open to the public, will be in the 
State Capitol building on Tuesday morning, April 29, 
at 11:00 a.m.  Rabbi Stevens has been invited to be 
this year’s speaker.  He would welcome the presence 
of TBO members to join other participants from 
throughout the state. 
 
…AND ADD THIS YEAR’S INTERFAITH 
HOLOCAUST SERVICE TO YOUR 
CALENDAR, SET FOR TBO ON APRIL 27 

 
Now in its fifth year, this year’s annual Interfaith 
Holocaust Memorial Service will be held at Temple 
Beth Or on Sunday afternoon, April 27, at 3:00 
p.m.  The service, sponsored by Interfaith 
Montgomery, is the only Holocaust-related event in 
Montgomery held as a service under religious 
auspices.  The service is a very moving experience of 
music, prayer, ritual and memory, during which clergy 
of different faiths attest that the Holocaust marked us 
all, and that the 
obligation to 
remember rests 
with us all.  In 
addition to 
interfaith 
clergy, Turia 
Stark Williams 
will add her 
beautiful voice 
in song. 
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Agudath Israel   
Etz Ahayem  

Adult Education 
INTRODUCTION 

TO JUDAISM 
 

Tuesdays, 7 PM 
 

March 4, 18 & 25 
 

BIBLICAL  
HEBREW 

 
Thursdays, 7 PM 

 
March 13 & 27

 

TORAH STUDY 
 

Saturdays after  
Kiddush 

 
March 1, 8, 15,  

22 & 29 

THE RABBI IS OUT TO LUNCH – 

            And invites you to join him! 

 
Rabbi Stevens will be going out to lunch, and would be delighted to 
have some company.  If you’d like to break bread with Rabbi 
Stevens – with no program and no agenda – you can join him at 
these times and places, Dutch treat: 
 

Tuesday, March 18 
Carrabba’s at 1510 Eastern Boulevard 

 
Lunches will be at 12:00 noon, and an RSVP will be appreciated via 
email (Rabbiels@templebethor.net) or to his cell phone (201-6139).   

Using film clips and research from his book, Eric Goldman will explore the 
complex relationship between Jewish filmmakers, the Jews who helped found 
Hollywood and the onscreen images of American Jewry, past and present. 

In the beginning, Hollywood’s Jewish moviemakers were careful not to 
represent the American Jewish experience for fear of alienating the greater 
majority. Today’s movies often feature Jewish characters or tell a distinctly 

Jewish story. What were the influences, the personalities, the historical events that brought about such 
changes? Eric A. Goldman is an adjunct associate professor of cinema at Yeshiva University and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City. 

He is an expert on Yiddish, Israeli and Jewish cinema. 

The program, sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture Series, starts at 7:00 p.m. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing, courtesy of Capital Book and News. All are welcome, at no charge. 

Eric A. Goldman at TBO 
April 3rd at 7 p.m. 

FAMILY DINNER TO FOLLOW 
YOUTH-LED SERVICE APRIL 4 

  
Join us for Shabbat on April 4, when some 
of our youngest members will help to lead us 
in worship.  We will be using a special 
family-friendly prayer book, hear a 
wonderful story, and rejoice as we let our 
beautiful kids take center stage.  As a special 
treat, Tiffany Nishibun, who sings with our 
temple choir, will join us on the bimah to 
lead us in song. 
  
To top it all off, we’re all invited to a pot-

luck dinner after the 
service in the Baylinson 
Social Hall.  I hope 
everyone will join us and 
dinner assignments 

follow: 
 
Last name starts with A-H, dessert        
Last name starts with I-N, main dish 
Last name starts with O-Z, vegetables and/or 

salad 
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From Jenny Ives: Working side 
by side with so many friends 
means so much to me! Looking 
forward to a bigger and better 2015 
Food Festival! 

From Lynne Ginsburg: I love 
seeing everyone working for a 
common goal.  I watched, 
yesterday, as everyone took all the bakery items that 
everyone made and prepare them for the bake sale. It is 
like the light at the end of the tunnel to see it all 
magically come to fruition.  The kitchen was like a well
-oiled machine.  

From Bruce and Karen Lieberman: 
ODE TO THE CABBAGE ROLL 
Boiling cabbage in the snow; such a long, long way to 
go. 
Chopped onions piled high. Never seen a grown cat cry. 
Up to our elbows in rice and meat. Back to Sam's over 
icy streets. 
Who's going to show and help prepare? 15 pans, we're 
almost there! 
Another year, we've met our goal. Here's to you, o 
cabbage roll. 

From Gay Winter: I arose 
early in the morn---before 
the sun 
And  baked  Mandel Bread-- 
800 cookies plus 1. 

From Frances Capouya: 
Just returned from the 
Temple setting up for 
tomorrow!  
It was great seeing everyone 
who came to help! Wish that 
the participation motivates 
everyone to come for 
services and study groups! 
So much for us to participate 
in and so few taking 
advantage! 

From Marlene Beringer: 
Food Festival gives us the 
opportunity to welcome our 
friends and neighbors into 
our "home", but even more 
importantly it gives us an 
opportunity to spend time 

working together. We discover we 
can be very productive when we 
have lots of hands working 
together. 

From Rabbi Stevens: And then, 
finally, when all the signs are hung 
and the tables laden with food, the 
crowd outside presses against the 

door, and all is ready.  I blow the shofar as the opening 
bell, and the moment becomes emotional, almost 
transcendent.  We have a truly great community on a 
truly great day, and I sure am proud to be your rabbi. 

From Louisa Weinrib:  
(sing to the tune of “politics and poker”)  
Quajado and Cookbooks! Quajado and Cookbooks!  
Gives its eaters broad smiles and good looks.  
Quajado and Cookbooks! Quajado and Cookbooks!  
Make all our bakers sexy good cooks! 

From Susan Bernstein: It is so exciting to walk into 
the Temple on the morning of Food Festival and see 
everything ready for the grand opening.  We put in a lot 
of work to bring this event to the public and it is well 

worth the effort.  The best 
part is the strong bonds we 
build with the other 
members.  

Pat Dees: What a wonderful 
time we had, the treasures 
were great thanks to all, our 
workers were the best,some 
were old friends and some are 
new.  It was a chance to see 
people we have not seen for a 
while, from our Temple and 
our community.  

From Diane Weil: I have 
been involved with the Food 
Festival since the beginning 
and it is truly wonderful to 
see our congregation and the 
community response by 
enthusiastically supporting 
our annual event. This year 
was the best ever!!!There is a 
dedicated group who have 
volunteered hundreds (if not 
thousands) of hours to 
prepare for THE day. The 

THANKS TO OUR NEIGHBORS! 
 One of the more important goals of our annual Jewish 
Food Festival is to foster good communal and interfaith 
relations.  Temple Beth Or rabbis have for many years 
regarded their work in interfaith dialogue and 
understanding to be a priority.  Rabbi Stevens has 
continued that tradition through his participation in 
Interfaith Montgomery and his ongoing work in 
speaking to church groups and community forums, 
leading communal seders at area churches and in other 
public arenas. 

Our strong interfaith relationships were visibly in 
evidence this year as a number of area churches 
welcomed our placement of Food Festival banners on 
their property.  We would like to thank the following 
churches and synagogue for supporting our Festival 
and helping it to achieve success: Messiah Lutheran 
Church (Rev. Randy Jones); Agudath Israel  Etz 
Ahayem Synagogue [Rabbi Scott Kramer]; Church of 
the Holy Spirit (Father Patrick Driscoll); Old Ship 
A.M.E. Zion Church (Rev. Kathy McFadden];  First 
Christian Church / Disciples of Christ [Rev. Susan 
Diamond]; Church of the Ascension [Rev. Bill 
Winters]; Pintlala Baptist Church [Rev. Gary Burton]; 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, and Unitarian 
Universalist Church [Rev. Sunshine Wolfe]. We also 
extend our warm thanks to Huntingdon College for 
their ongoing support. 

Food Festival 
Comments! 
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2014 Food Festival 
Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SILVER SPONSOR 

Aliant Bank 

BBVA Compass Bank 

Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey CPA 

Cohens Electronics & Appliances Inc. 

Dignity Memorial 

Sterling Bank 
 

SPONSOR 

AlaTrust, Inc. 

Aronov Insurance 

Furlongs Security, Inc. 

thing I wish is that we would have more 
involvement before the actual day. People do not 
realize how much easier and quicker it goes to 
have lots of help to bake pastries, bread, fry 
latkes, make cabbage, set up, pick up items, etc. 
You do NOT have to know how to cook! We 
have a great time and, make no mistake, YOU 
are needed and greatly appreciated. With many 
thanks :-) 
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The Jewish Federation of Central Alabama invites you to: 

Café Israel With our guest speaker Bob Feferman 

Wednesday, March 12 at 7:00 PM 

Located at Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem 

3525 Cloverdale Road, Montgomery, Alabama 

 Preventing a Nuclear-armed Iran  

Bob Feferman is Outreach Coordinator for the advocacy group United Against Nuclear Iran 
(UANI), a non-profit group, that seeks to prevent Iran from fulfilling its ambition to obtain nuclear weapons. UANI was 
founded in 2008 by Ambassador Mark D. Wallace, the late Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, former CIA Director Jim 
Woolsey and Middle East expert Dennis Ross. UANI’s private sanctions campaigns and state and Federal legislative 
initiatives focus on ending the economic and financial support of the Iranian regime by corporations at a time when the 
international community is attempting to compel Iran to abandon its illegal nuclear weapons program, support for 
terrorism and gross human rights violations.  

Join us to hear the history and efforts of UANI to promote the economic isolation of Iran in the ongoing Private Sanctions 
Campaigns and ways to support UNAI.  
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Kol Sepharad   
Songs of the Sephardim 

 
March 27, 7:00 p.m. 
Temple Beth Or 
2246 Narrow Lane Road, Montgomery 
$15 admission* 
 

Turia Stark Williams, soprano 
Robert Gibson, guitar 
Rachel Nozny, flute  
Hanna Berger, flute   

Brian Nozny, percussion 
 

“Sepharad” is the Hebrew word for Spain – where Jewish culture flourished under Islam for nearly 1,000 years until the 
Jews were expelled by the newly unified Catholic regime in 1492. Sephardic refugees sought haven throughout the 
Mediterranean world, adapting their special traditions in unique ways in each country of refuge. The first Jews arriving 
in North America (1653, New Amsterdam) were Sephardim, whose traditions are still studied, celebrated and observed 
to this day. 
 

Featuring Sephardic music from a variety of countries and genres, this recital ranges from liturgical music and art songs 
to folk and popular melodies. Sephardic food will also be served, with complimentary wine. It is sure to be a special 
evening! 
  

Turia Stark Williams, soprano, holds a master’s degree in Voice Performance from The Boston Conservatory and a 
bachelor’s degree, summa cum laude, in Music and Hispanic Studies from Wheaton College (Mass.). She has performed 
concert, opera, and liturgical music throughout the Southeast, New York City, the Boston area, and on Cape Cod, where 
she was raised.   While living and studying in Spain, she performed with the Renaissance ensemble Coral Juan del 
Encina. 
 

Mrs. Williams is an active concert soloist in the Montgomery and Auburn areas, and has 
taught voice at Huntingdon College. She regularly sings with the TBO choir and serves 
as cantorial soloist for special services. 
 

Dr. Robert Gibson has studied and performed internationally as a solo classical guitarist 
and a chamber musician. He has had the privilege of working with world-renowned 
composers and has premiered several new works for the guitar. In addition to his studies 
at the University of Texas, Robert also completed four summers of master classes at the 
Accademia Musicale Chigiana in Siena, Italy. Dr. Gibson currently teaches guitar and music theory at Troy University 
and resides in Montgomery Alabama with his wife and two daughters.  
 

Joining the ensemble are Troy faculty members Rachel Nozny on flute and Brian Nozny on percussion, as well as 
Temple Beth Or member Hanna Berger on flute.  
 
*Admission is $15 per person.  PLEASE RSVP BY THURSDAY, 
MARCH 20.  Members’ tickets may now be billed to their account.  
Paid/billed reservations are non-refundable after the RSVP date of 
March 20.  Checks are payable to Temple Beth Or; please send to 2246 
Narrow Lane Road, Montgomery, AL  36106.  Reservations may be 
made by e-mail to bethor@templebethor.net (payable at the door), and 
will be acknowledged.  Call 334-262-3314 for more information, or 
check our website, templebethor.net.  
 

TREE OF LIFE 
 

Don’t forget the Tree of Life  
for graduations, birthdays, Bar/Bat 

Mitzvahs and other special times in your 
life.  Large leaves are $350 and small ones, 

$250.  Contact Sharon McDaniel or the 
Temple regarding purchase. 

Sponsored by the  
Rothschild-Blachschleger  

Lecture Fund. 
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Thursday, April 3, 7 PM, Guest Speaker: Eric Goldman, 
author of THE AMERICAN JEWISH STORY THROUGH 
CINEMA. Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger 
Lecture Series. 
Friday, April 4, 6 PM, Shabbat service led by Temple Beth 
Or youth (grades 4-9). 
Tuesday, April 8, 7 PM, JFCA's Sh’lichah's Café Israel at 
TBO hosted by Tzlil Bandy. Topic: To be announced. 
Saturday, April 12, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and 
Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Tuesday, April 15, 5:30 PM, Second Seder. Seating will 
begin at 5:30 PM, with the service to begin promptly at 6:00. 
Thursday, April 17, Noon, ArchiTreats: Food for Thought 
at the Alabama Department of Archives and History. Dan 
Puckett presents "The Resettlement of Jewish Refugees in 
Alabama, 1938-1941." Feel free to bring your lunch. 
Tuesday, April 22, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 
Friday, April 25, 6 PM, Shabbat service with guest speaker, 
Tzlil Bandy, JFCA Sh' lichach. 
Sunday, April 27, 3 PM, Community Interfaith Holocaust 
Memorial Service at TBO. 
Sunday, April 27, 3 PM, Community Interfaith Holocaust 
Memorial Service at TBO. 
Tuesday, April 29, 11 AM, Rabbi Elliot Stevens will be the 
guest speaker at the State Holocaust Memorial at the State 
Capitol Building. He would welcome the presence of TBO 
members to join other participants from throughout the state. 
Friday, May 2, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of 
all ages. 

Sunday, May 4, 3 - 6 PM, Yom Ha-atzma-ut (Israel 
Independence Day) celebration hosted by the Jewish 
Federation.  Dancing, food and wine at the Alabama Activity 
Center on Dexter Avenue. 
Saturday, May 10, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service and 
Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Tuesday, May 13, 7 PM, JFCA's Sh’lichah's Café Israel at 
Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem hosted by Tzlil Bandy. Topic: 
To be announced. 
Friday, May 16, 6 PM, Shabbat service in the “Classical” 
style – using Mishkan T’filah, but with minimal Hebrew and 
the music of composer Harold Green. 
Sunday, May 18, 4 PM, Reception and Annual Meeting at 
5:00 PM. Reception precedes at 4 PM. Members only. 
Friday, May 23, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Tuesday, May 27, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 
Tuesday, June 3, 7 PM, Erev Shavuot program, including a 
reading of the Book of Ruth and a light dairy repast. 
Friday, June 6, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for children of 
all ages. 
Tuesday, June 24, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 
Friday, June 27, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Saturday, September 20, 10 AM, 2014: Hanah and Akiko 
Bloom’s joint Bat Mitzvah. 
Wednesday, September 24, 7:30 PM, Rosh Hashanah Eve 
Service - followed by Annual Reception. 
Thursday, September 25, 1 PM, Tashlich at Museum of 
Fine Arts lake. Bring your own bread! 
Thursday, September 25, 10 AM, Rosh Hashanah Morning 
Service. 
Thursday, September 25, 10:30 AM, Children's Service in 
Library 
Thursday, September 25, All Day, TBO Office closed for 
Rosh Hashanah. 
Friday, September 26, 6 PM, Shabbat Shuvah.  
Sunday, September 28, 10:30 AM, Cemetery Memorial 
Service: Etz Ahayem Cemetery 
(new section) 
Sunday, September 28, 11 
AM, Cemetery Memorial 
Service: Etz Ahayem Cemetery 
(old section) 

And Beyond! 

From Generation 
to Generation 
cookbooks are 
available for 

$22.00. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in 
the hospital or ailing. Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after 

they occur. This is a missed opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. 
Please let the temple know if there is a concern in your family or another congregation family 

(with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

L’Chaim members visit the Alabama Supreme Court building 
on February 11, 2014. 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

March 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA. 
 
5 PM, Café Israel 
movie at Agudath 
Israel*Etz 
Ahayem.  

3 4 5 6 7 
5 PM, "Tot" 
Shabbat service in 
the Library  
 
6 PM  
Shabbat Service.  . 

8 
 
9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi Stevens. 
Light brunch served 

9 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA. 
 
12 noon, Joint 
Sisterhood 
luncheon at 
Temple Beth Or. 

10 11 
 
12 Noon, L'Chaim 
League hosts 
Bingo with a 
Chinese luncheon.  

12 
 
7 PM, JFCA's 
Sh’lichah's Café 
Israel at AIEA.. 
Guest speaker, 
Bob Ferman 
discusses Iran. 

13 14 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
Service. 
Huntingdon 
College Night. 
Reception follows 

15 
 
7 PM, Purim 
Service - Costumes 
(adults, too!), Purim 
Pranks, the famous 
Megillah and 
Hamentaschen! In 
the TBO Library. 

16 
 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School 
at AIEA, Purim 
Celebration. 

17 18 
 
12 Noon, Dutch 
treat lunch with 
Rabbi Stevens at 
Carrabba's . 

19 20 21 
 
 
6 PM 
Men’s Club 
Shabbat Service 

22 

23 24 25 
 
5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 

26 27 
 
7 PM,  
Kol Sepharad: 
Songs of the 
Sephardim. A 
Sephardic musical 
event. 

28 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 
TORAH 
READING AND 
D’VAR TORAH 

29 

30 31      
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TEMPLE BETH OR 
GIFT SHOP 

Montgomery, AL 

PURIM PICTIONARY – AND  
MEGILLAH MAYHEM 

 
Saturday   March 15   7 PM 

 
Join Rabbi Stevens for 
this year’s Family Purim 
Service in the TBO 
library! 
 
This year’s highlights 
include: 
 Parade of costumes 

[adults and children!] 
 Noisy reading of the 

Megillah, with more 
sound effects than 
absolutely necessary! 

 Purim Game, with prizes for all 
 Delicious Hamantaschen 
 

JFCA’S FILM CLUB 
 

Sunday  March 2  5 PM  AI*EA 

Footnote is a 2011 Israeli drama film written and 
directed by Joseph Cedar, starring Shlomo Bar'aba and 
Lior Ashkenazi. The plot revolves around the troubled 
relationship between a father and son who teach at the 
Talmud department of the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

The film won the Best Screenplay Award at the 2011 
Cannes Film Festival. Footnote won nine prizes at the 
2011 Ophir Awards, becoming 
Israel's entry for the 84th 
Academy Awards for Best 
Foreign Language Film. On 18 
January 2012, the film was 
named as one of the nine 
shortlisted entries for the 
Oscars. On 24 January 2012, 
the film was nominated for an 
Academy Award in the 
category of Best Foreign Film, 
but lost to the Iranian film A 
Separation. 


