
   

 

The long anticipated 50th 
anniversary of the Voting 
Rights march has finally 
been observed, and was 
justly celebrated with liter-
ally dozens of forums, 
symposia, lectures, re-
enactments and other com-
memorative programs.  We 
– all of us – can be justly 

proud of the progress we’ve made, and 
the important milestone among the many 
that preceded and followed the famous 
march from Selma to Montgomery. 

Unannounced among the many programs 
was a moving and historic gathering at 
Temple Mishkan Israel in Selma on Sun-
day, March 8.  It was historic for at least 
two reasons – first, because rabbis and 
Jewish leaders from throughout the 
country gathered to hear from and pay 
tribute to some of the leading figures in 
the Civil Rights Movement; and, second, 
because we recognized the leadership 
and participation of Jewish organizations 
– particularly in Reform Judaism – in 
moving the agenda of civil rights along. 

We heard from Rabbi Jonah Pesner, head 
of the Religious Action Center in Wash-
ington, an arm of the Reform Movement 
and the finest such institution on the 
American scene today; It was at the RAC 
that Martin Luther King, Jr., often stayed 
on his visits to Washington; at the RAC 
where the Voting Rights Act was largely 
drafted, and where the March on Wash-
ington was largely planned. 

We heard from David Goodman, who 
spoke movingly of his brother Andrew 
who was murdered while doing voting 
rights work in Mississippi.  David now 
heads a foundation that works for social 
justice.  Suzannah Heschel, Abraham 
Joshua Heschel’s daughter (and a major 
scholar of Jewish Studies) spoke of her 
father’s friendship with Dr. King, and the 
symbolism of their marching together for 
civil rights when the Black-Jewish coali-
tion was at its greatest strength.  Rev. Dr. 
William Barber spoke passionately about 
the work of social justice that is yet un-

done; he is one of NAACP’s leading fig-
ures who has created coalitions of faith 
and racial groups around issues of civil 
rights.   

The temple in Selma was packed while 
some 50,000 festive visitors streamed 
outside toward the bridge.  Suddenly 
there was Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul 
and Mary) who dropped in, unan-
nounced, to lead us in a standing, sway-
ing round of “Blowin’ in the Wind.”  
And there was Clarence Jones, also a 
drop-in, who spoke of his years as M. L. 
King’s speech-writer and confidant. 

A couple of days later, I also was part of 
the program sponsored by the Montgom-
ery Advertiser, keynoted by Fred Gray – 
the iconic attorney of that era who was 
attorney for both Rosa Parks and Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  With all the marches 
and rallies and demonstrations, it was 
Fred Gray and a few others, behind the 
scenes and doing the crucial legal work, 
who really achieved the successful end 
of the bus boycott and, later, the march 
from Selma to Montgomery. 

If there was one common theme to all 
these speakers, however, it was how 
much of the work still needs to be done.  
If anything, voting rights is in deep re-
trenchment, as symbolized by the 2013 
ruling of the Supreme Court that Section 
4 of the 1965 Voting Rights Law – 
which required certain parts of the coun-
try with a history of minority voter sup-
pression to clear changes to their voting 
laws with the federal government – was 
invalid.   In their 5-4 decision, the court 
ruled that those regional designations 
were outdated, and that Congress needed 
to re-designate which regions require 
special scrutiny.  While the Voting 
Rights Act covered non-southern states 
as well as some 11 states in the south, 
and while some protections are still 
available, the court’s ruling has directly 
led to legislation – primarily in the south 
– intended to do quite the opposite of 
extending voting rights.  These rights are 
undermined by voter I.D. laws, by ma-
nipulating lead times for registration, by 

reducing the places where registration 
and voting can take place, and generally 
by making the whole process of casting 
ballots more and more difficult. 

I am not one of those who necessarily 
sees racial intent behind these legislative 
changes, though to me those who are 
harmed by these new laws are primarily 
those who are poor and in minority 
groups.  I am not at all convinced by ar-
guments (for example) that voter I.D. 
laws are meant to reduce fraud in polling 
places.  But to me, the huge disparities in 
how states administer their voting (better 
term: manipulate their voting) cries out 
for renewed federal legislation in the 
interest of fairness and enabling as many 
citizens as possible to vote – regardless 
of political party, race, social class or 
any other factor. 

Such an effort should be bipartisan.  It 
once was.   I just cannot fathom why 
certain members of Congress have con-
cluded that new voting rights legislation 
is unnecessary. 

I agree with this view expressed by 
House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, who 
said, “As we prepare to commemorate 
the 50th anniversaries of the march in 
Selma and the enactment of the Voting 
Rights Act, it would be a blow against 
the march toward fairness and equality at 
the ballot box for Congress to do noth-
ing.”  To me, the absence of so many of 
our top Congressional leaders from the 
Selma commemoration spoke volumes. 

And so we celebrate and hear passionate 
speakers speak to historic crowds; but if 
we truly care about a real issue of social 
justice and civil rights that we seem 
proud to espouse, this is one area where 
our involvement in the political process 
can bear real fruit – as happened so well 
50 years ago. 

Elliot L. Stevens 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

On Sunday, March 8th I went to Selma to participate in a program held 
at Congregation MIshkan Israel, “Selma 50 Years Later: Building New 
Bridges Towards Equality and Civil Rights,” put together by Rabbi 
Fred Guttman from Temple Emanuel in Greensboro, North Carolina. I 
really do not know what I expected, but the experience far exceeded 
any expectation I had. 

It was a beautiful day and the historic sanctuary was filled with visitors 
from near and far. The first speaker was Rev. William Barber, North 
Carolina NAACP and founder of the Moral Monday Movement. Rev. 
Barber reminded us of the struggles during the fight for the Voting 
Rights Act, but quickly brought it around to NOW and the parallel 
between 1964 and the current situation where many states (including 
Alabama) are doing everything possible to restrict voter rights. He was 
passionate and it was a reminder that the fight for equal rights (on many 
issues) must continue. In encouraging attention to a problem that has 
not been solved, he used phrases like “prophetic rage”, “subversive 
hope” and “moral dissenters” all to be used in a completely non-violent 
manner. It made so much sense to me and was a call to action. Only 
when we all are equal are we free – anything less is unacceptable.  

David Goodman, brother of murdered Andrew Goodman (Chaney, 
Goodman and Schwermer), told about his family’s experience and why 
his brother became involved in Freedom Summer 1964. It was a 
heartbreaking story and he said it took that horrible tragedy for him to 
realize that black lives truly did not matter, especially in the South. It 
took the deaths of two white, Jewish men to really bring focus to what 
was going on. I was sitting there thinking we, as a nation, have not 
made nearly enough progress in 50 years.  In fact, some similarities are 
frightening.  

Rabbi Jonah Pesner from the Religious Action Center (RAC) in 
Washington, D.C. spoke about the Reform Movement’s dedication to 
equal rights and I learned that the RAC offered space to Dr. Martin 
Luther King on multiple occasions when he was in D.C. drafting major 
speeches. I have always been proud of the Reform Movement’s mission 
and the commitment to issues of social justice. The RAC staff is young, 
enthusiastic and they continue to work to improve the world.  

We also heard from Dr. Susannah Heschel whose father; Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel (famed Jewish theologian and philosopher) 
answered the call for clergy to join the struggle and marched arm in arm 
with Dr. King in Selma. The last speaker was Clarence Jones who is an 
attorney and professor. Mr. Jones was Dr. King’s lawyer, friend, 
advisor and speechwriter. He, too, spoke eloquently and encouraged 
action. 

During the program an older 
man with a guitar walked in 
and sat down. Unexpectedly, 
Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul 
and Mary had come in. Mr. 
Yarrow spoke about his 
experience of being at several 
marches 50 years ago and how 
important the cause was and 
is. He had the entire place 

continued on page 7  

Birthday and 
Anniversary 
Blessings on 

April 10. 

Saturday, April 18  
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
 

Saturday morning, April 18, Rabbi 
Stevens will lead a Shabbat morning 
service.  Service will run from  9:30 

– 11:15 a.m. and include Torah 
study and a light brunch. 
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BAYLINSON ART FUND 
In Memory of Charles Strasburger 

Liza and Sam Kaufman 

CARING FUND 
In Memory of Charles Strasburger 

Alan and Diane Weil 
Capital City Investment Club 

Celia and Charles Dubin 
Clare Weil & Bob Weisberg 

Dale and Olan Evans 
Doris and Phillip Bush  

Edith Ciarletta 
Eve Loeb 

Hanna Berger  
Harriette Dorosin 

Joel, Dub, Matthew, Louis  
and Becca Ashner 

Linda and Bob Herzfeld 
Linda Gray-Slovis  

Michael and Maxine Goldner 
Michael, David and Raymond Cohen 

Milt Livingston 
Robin and Jeff Blitz 

Sandi and Allen Stern 
Sharon and David Berry and Family 

Stacy and Kevin Wolff 

CAROL L. HART  
EDUCATIONAL FUND 
In Memory of Carol Hart 

Alison and Greg Williamson 
Barbara Gitenstein and Don Hart 
Camille and Shapard D. Ashley 

Candy and Ed Meyerson 
Diane and Jerry Spagnoli 

Edith Ciarletta 
Judy and Marty Kogon  

Kathryn Wiener 
Louisa and Michael Weinrib 

Mimi Dorrill & Denise Cansler 
Myrna and Alan Rothfeder & Family 

Pat and Allen Dees 
Rick and Carol Froehlich 

Risa Morris 
Sandi and Allen Stern 
Shai and Judy Robkin 

Sharon and David Berry and Family 
Steve and Carol Cotton 

Joy Rousso and Max Alligood 

In Memory of Charles Strasburger 
Alison and Greg Williamson 

CEMETERY FUND 
In Memory of Bo Blach 

Burke Schloss 

In Memory of Charles Strasburger 
Burke Schloss 

Speedy Recovery Joyce Strassburger 
Burke Schloss 

FLORAL FUND 
In Memory of Charles Strasburger 

Joan Hanan 
Lucille and Alan Goldsmith 

Pat and Allen Dees 

In Memory of Felice Cohen 
Edith Ciarletta 

In Memory of Harold “Bo” Blach, III 
Pat and Allen Dees 

Rubin A. Franco 
Sandi and Allen Stern 

Liza and Sam Kaufman 

GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of Charles Strasburger 

Marlene and Rick Beringer 
Rubin A. Franco 

In Memory of Dan Blitz 
Harriette Dorosin & Beth Stewart 

In Memory of Harold "“Bo” Blach, III 
Harriette Dorosin 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Wishing a speedy recovery and 

continued good health  
Mrs. Joyce Strassburger 

Peggy Cohn 

In Memory of Felice Cohen 
Harriette Dorosin 

In Loving Memory of our Mama, 
Susie D. Hudson 

Harriette Dorosin & Beth Stewart 

Congratulations to Lisa and Andy Weil 
on the birth of their new grandbaby.  

Lisa, Ward and Nora Newcomb 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Purim Donation  

Mark Sabel & Mary Helmer 

YOUTH AND SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND 

In Memory of Charles Strasburger 
In Memory of Harold "“Bo” Blach, III 
Myrna and Alan Rothfeder & Family 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 ......... Anne Franco  
4 ......... Roz Caplan  
6 ......... Paul Freehling  
6 ......... Lee Freibaum  
7 ......... Alex Levy  
7 ......... Jim Levy  
8 ......... Aimee Harris  
9 ......... Robert Lieberman  
11 ....... Joan Loeb  
11 ....... Elliot Stevens  
12 ....... Lucille Goldsmith  
13 ....... Sandi Stern  
16 ....... Alison Berman  
16 ....... Frances Capouya  
17 ....... Alan Weil Sr. 
19 ....... Allison Naprstek  
20 ....... Peter Prielaida  
21 ....... Steve Wallace  
22 ....... Sandy Lynn Stevens  
22 ....... Maurice Mussafer  
22 ....... Ricky Loeb  
25 ....... Al Benn  
25 ....... Steve Schloss  
26 ....... Steve Coleman  
27 ....... Jeff Pirofsky  
29 ....... Ronnie Leet  
30 ....... Jonathan Bleiberg  
30 ....... Joe Finklestein  
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
7 ....... Pete & Lynne Ginsburg 
21 ..... Terry & Elise Toney 
25 ..... Hal & Anne Bloom 
26 ..... Seymour & June Cohn 
29 ..... Charlie & Celia Dubin 
30 ..... Bob & Betty Goldberg 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Recent Death 
  

Charles Strasburger  ז״ל 

February 26, 2015 

 
Husband of Bette Sue 

Strasburger 
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YAHRZEITS 
 

To be read 4/3/2015  
Zelda Franco 
Ruth Noble 

Abraham Rothfeder 

To be read 4/10/2015  
Janice Wolf Capilouto 

Arthur Freehling 
Al Plank 

Ruth R. Rothschild 

To be read 4/17/2015  
David Byck 

Elizabeth Feinman 
Victor E. Hanan 

Louis M. Kaufman 
Charles A. Kohn, Jr. 

Jane Hoskins Sheehan 
Florian Strassburger 

To be read 4/24/2015  
Isaac Alhadeff 

Lillian Brownstein 
Louna Capouya 

Dr. David B. Monsky 
Richard "Dick" Newman 

Carolyn Rice 
Herbert Rice 

Samuel Leopold Schloss 
Ira K. Weil, Sr. 

 

SISTERHOOD 

April has arrived and it appears we are 
going to enjoy a beautiful springtime. I 
am sure you all preparing for a beautiful 
Seder. I am looking forward to joining 
my Temple family for a first night 
Seder. 

Sisterhood continues to be busy with the 
many events at Temple. Thank you, 
Marlene Beringer for your yummy 
treats for our Purim festival. The root 
beer floats and Hamentaschen were 
delicious. Huntingdon College Night 
was a huge success as always. Rabbi 
Stevens led us in a beautiful service and 
the oneg afterwards was wonderful. I 
don't think there was much to clean up 
as we had the pleasure of hosting over 
150 students along with their professors.  
Our thanks to Karen Lieberman, Sharon 
McDaniel and Sharon Berry and other 
members who helped prepare for this 
evening. 

Please mark your calendar for April 
26th when we will have our joint lunch 
with the ladies from Agudath Israel Etz 
Ahayem Sisterhood. You will receive 
your invitation shortly. 

As always, we could not do all that we 
do without Gina and Marlon! Thank 
you for your continuous help.  
 
On Passover and always 

May you rejoice 
In our traditions and 
Always be blessed 
With the rich and bountiful 
Gifts of life!" 

Karen Goldstein 
Sisterhood President 

* * * 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

It’s April, perhaps the weather 
continues to, on occasion, keep you 
inside, so here are a few more movie 
titles held by the temple library. 

A Price Above Rubies (AV 692 
pri1998): Starring Renee Zellweger and 
Julianna Margulies. 

Triumph of the Spirit (AV 692 tri1990): 
Starring Willem Defoe and Edward 
James Olmos. 

Holocaust (AV 692.736 HOL 2008): 
Starring Meryl Streep, James Woods, 
Michael Moriarty.  Winner of 8 Emmy 
Awards. 

I’m Still Here: Real Diaries of Young 
People Who Lived During the 
Holocaust (AV 692.7365 I’M 2008). 

Esther (AV 692.0082 EST 2010): 
Starring F. Murray Abraham.  

Sugihara: Conspiracy of Kindness (AV 
692 sug2005): This documentary tells 
the story of a Japanese diplomat who 
saved Jewish refugees during World 
War II. 

Playing for Time (AV 692.7361 PLA 
2010): Starring Vanessa Redgrave and 
Jane Alexander.  Winner of 4 Emmy 
Awards. 

Annie Hall (AV 692 ann1998):  Winner 
of 4 Oscars including Best Actress 
(Diane Keaton), Best Director (Woody 
Allen), and Best Picture. 

Sophie’s Choice (AV 692 SOP 1999): 
The movie that won Meryl Streep her 
first Best Actress Oscar.  Based on the 
book of the same title by William 
Styron (560 STY 1979).  

Eric A. Kidwell, MLS 

* * * 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

On Thursday, April 9th at 7:00 p.m., the 
L’Chaim League will host guest author, 
T.K. (Teresa Katz) Thorne. A light 
reception will precede the event at 
6:00 p.m. Teresa will speak on her latest 
book, Angels at the Gate. This is a story 
of adventure and the power of love, 
exploring themes about choice — the 
importance of asking the right questions 
and walking the fine edge between duty 
and personal freedom. 

Teresa is a Montgomery native who 
spoke to the L’Chaim League members 
in 2013 about her debut novel, Noah’s 
Wife. Her first non-fiction book, Last 
Chance for Justice, was featured on 
the New York Post’s “Books You 
Should Be Reading” list. 

There is no charge for this event and it 
is open to the community. Reservations 
are appreciated. A book signing will 
take place at the conclusion of this 
event. Advanced book orders can be 
placed, please contact the L’Chaim 
League for details. 

Sharon Berry, L'Chaim League Director  
(334)262-3314 ext. 223  

lchaimleage2246@yahoo.com 
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Agudath Israel 
  

Etz Ahayem  
Adult Education 

Introduction to Judaism * 6 PM 

April 23, 6:00pm 
April 26, 6:00pm 
April 30, 6:00pm  

May 3, 2:00pm 
May 7, 6:00pm 

May 10, 2:00pm 

There are few prouder moments than when we 
come together to consecrate the confirmation of 

our young members. This year, we will 
celebrate on Sunday, May 17 at  

Agudath IsraelEtz Ahayem at 7 p.m.  
with the following confirmands and their 
families. All of our Temple members are 

invited to join in this joyous occasion with us.  
 

Nathan Ashner 
Grant Lieberman 
Sarah Claire Loeb 

Zachary Mendelssohn 

2015 CONFIRMANDS 

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 15, 2015 
9:30 A.M. - NOON 
AUM ATHLETIC COMPLEX 
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Over the last 
few months, 
Louisa 
Weinrib has 
been reading 
for fun and 

enlightenment one of the huge old 
volumes of minutes from our temple's 
history.  She shares the following 
interesting tidbits: 

The following poem/plea appeared in an 
annual report, written by Simon 
Wampold, President of Temple Beth Or 
in January 1933.  He was specifically 
referring to about 70 members who were 
in arrears in their dues for 1 to 5 years, 
and "have not reduced their standard of 
living nor do they bow their heads in 

shame." 
 
"There are two kinds of people on Earth 
today,  
Just two kinds of people, no more, I say; 
Not the saint nor the sinner, for 'tis well 
understood 
That the gooder hath bad and the badder 
hath good. 
Not the rich or the poor, for the count of 
man's wealth 
Is to look at the state of his conscience 
and health. 
Not the sorrowful or the glad, for the 
New Year 
Brings to each one his gladness and each 
one his tear. 
No...the two kinds of people on Earth that 
I mean 

Are the people who lift and the people 
who lean, 
And go where you will through this 
world's masses, 
You'll find them all divided into these 
two classes. 
And oddly enough, you will find too, I 
mean 
There is only one lifter to many who 
lean. 
In which class are you?   
Are you with the over-taxed lifters along 
life's road? 
Or, are you a leaner who lets others bear 
your share 
Of the burdens of sorrow, obligations and 
care?" 
 

Simon Wampold, President 
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singing along to Blowin’ in the Wind (a Bob Dylan song that 
Peter, Paul and Mary sang often). This is one of those 
important, philosophical songs: 

How many roads must a man walk down 

Before you call him a man? 
Yes, n’ how many seas must a white dove sail 
Before she sleeps in the sand? 
Yes, n’ how many times must the cannonball fly 
Before they’re forever banned? 

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind 
The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

How many years can a mountain exist 
Before it’s washed to the sea? 
Yes, n’ how many years can some people exist 
Before they’re allowed to be free? 
Yes, n’ how many times can a man turn his head 
Pretending he just doesn’t see? 

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind 
The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

How many times must a man look up 
Before he can see the sky? 
Yes, n’ how many ears must one man have 
Before he can hear people cry? 
Yes, n’ how many deaths will it take till he knows 
That too many people have died? 

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind 
The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

There was music and prayer making it a very spiritual 
experience. At the same time, it was an emotional experience 
for me bringing up feelings of sadness and frustration about 
how things are going right now regarding voting rights and 

other issues. I was 10 years old in 1965 during the March 
from Selma to Montgomery and have no memory of it. I 
suspect that like many children I was intentionally insulated 
and protected from what was going on in our city and nation 
or maybe I was just unaware. Back then there were only 3 
television stations and the evening news was an adult 
activity or am I making excuses to relieve some guilt? I am 
generally outspoken about issues I believe in, but my 
experience in Selma was a wake-up call to be more involved 
in working for the rights of others because we are all in this 
together. Complacency cannot be the choice when so much 
is at stake. Sitting there thinking about the courage and 
commitment of these people the following quote came to 
mind: 

 The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is 
for good men to do nothing. 

Edmund Burke 

Making a total change in subject matter, I do want to give an 
update on merger progress. The five task forces have 
continued to meet and on March 22nd, the first meeting of all 
the task forces was held so information gathered to this point 
could be shared with the entire group. The next step is to 
schedule an open meeting at each congregation to present 
what the task forces have and to get your input. Suggestions 
will then be given back to the task forces for their 
consideration. The exact date for this meeting has not been 
set, but all members will receive written notification. We 
hope to do it in the next several weeks. 

L’shalom 

 

Friday, April  24, 6 PM  
 

Shabbat Service.  
TORAH READING AND 

D’VAR TORAH. 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 

Each child of a member(s) in good standing of 
Temple Beth Or is eligible for financial 

assistance to offset the registration fee to attend 
an overnight Jewish Youth camp.  Each camper 
shall be eligible for up to $500 to attend a four-

week session or $250 to attend a two-week 
session.  All financial awards are at the sole 

discretion of the Board of Directors of  
Temple Beth Or. 

 
Contact the Temple office for an application.   

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS  
APRIL 15TH. 

 
FLORAL THANKS 

 

Many thanks to  
Joan Loeb for the 

donation of the 
Passover Shabbat 

floral arrangements  
in memory of  
Jimmy Loeb. 

 

President’s Message, continued from page 2. 
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RABBI OFFERS COURSE IN  
JEWISH SEXUAL VALUES  

Our Jewish tradition has much to teach us about sexual ethics and 
sexual behavior. Contemporary issues including birth control, 
abortion, homosexuality, pre-marital and extra-marital sex as well 
as many others are reflected in Jewish texts, often in surprising, 
even astonishing ways. This course includes explicit discussions 
and texts, and is rated “R.”  

This course will be presented in four parts, each on a Tuesday at 
12:00 noon, starting March 31.   

 
Upcoming classes: 

 
Tuesday 3/31 ....... Sexual Values I, Basic Principles 

Tuesday 4/14 ....... Sexual Values II, Jewish Law 

Tuesday 4/28 ....... Sexual Values III, Contemporary Issues I 
[Birth control, abortion, artificial insemination] 

Tuesday, 5/12 ...... Sexual Values IV, Contemporary Issues II  
[Homosexuality etc.] 

On Thursday, April 23, 2015 Israel will 
celebrate her Israeli Independence day 
for her 67th birthday. Israel is a small 
 country in the Middle East dedicated to 
Judaism and Jewish life in Israel. Here in 
 Montgomery, we will have an amazing 
event on Sunday, April 19th and cele-
brate together Israel's 67th birthday! 

We love and care for Israel and her safe-
ty so much, but there is much more in 
Israel than wars with Hamas or other 
politics. This small country will provide 
you with amazing landscapes, wonderful 
Israeli people and a lot of good food. 
This is why Israel is so different from 
any other place in the world. It’s ours. 
The Jewish people did "aliyah" from all 
kind of places and with them they 
brought their unique lifestyle and identi-
ty. All of them, mixed in one big strong 
family that carries the last name: 
"Israeli." 

Although I am young, I was very blessed 
to see the world. I traveled a lot in Eu-

rope, South Africa and now here with 
you in this amazing town named Mont-
gomery. I must say that every place that I 
visit was special in a different kind of 
way but there is something else, that I 
find hard to explain, in Israel. It can be 
the small things that you may feel; like 
the feeling of the holiness all over Jeru-
salem’s streets, even if you don't consid-
er yourself as a strongly religious person. 
It can be the magic of taking a Shabbat 
morning hike to the Carmel Forest or the 
Golan Heights, with all the remarkable 
view of the north of the country. It can be 
also just a normal afternoon on the beach 
of Tel Aviv on a warm summer day. 
There is so much in Israel, so much 
beauty.   

We need to be proud of what we, the 
Jewish people, achieved after a long time 
of wandering. We made it back, we made 
it home. 67 years passed since Ben Guri-
on declared the establishment of Israel. 
In 67 years we achieved so much, from 

building incredi-
ble cities to the 
achievements of 
12 Israelis who 
won Nobel Priz-
es so far. 

All of that and 
more, we will 
celebrate togeth-
er as a strong Jewish Community here in 
Montgomery, Alabama. We will have 
special speakers and my own IDF mili-
tary performing group will provide enter-
tainment. We will have a lot of good Is-
raeli food that will make you full and a 
kid’s area with Moon Walk and activities 
and above it all, we will unite as a beauti-
ful community with a big passion for 
Israel. 

Sunday, April 19th at 4-7 PM at 
Wynlakes. See you all there! 

Your Shaliach, 

Barak Levy 

Tu B'shvat - Barak Levy, Shaliach    Yom Haatzmaut Celebration 2015 

 
Campbell Bowman Weil  

Born: 11:23 a.m. 

February 22, 2015 

Weight: 9 lbs. 1 oz. 

Length: 21" 

 

Parents: 
Lauren and Drew Weil 

Grandparents: 
Lisa and Andy Weil 

Great Grandfather: 
Harold (Nancy) Blach of 

Birmingham, AL 
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Thank You to our 2015 Food Festival 
Sponsors 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820 and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING 
AROUND  

DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are 
stored in the coat closet and 
available to members and 

guests during Temple events. 

If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes 
please feel free to drop 
them off at the Temple 
office so they may be 

reused. 

Future Events 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

Tuesday, May 12, 12 PM, ADULT EDUCATION: 
Rabbi’s class on “Contemporary Issues II in Jewish 
Sexual Values. 
Tuesday, May 12, 7 PM, JFCA presents the movie, 
"Above and Beyond" (location to be announced). Open 
to entire community. Time to be decided. 
Friday, May 15, 5 PM, Family Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat 
service in the Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Friday, May 15, 6 PM, Men's Club Shabbat. 
Saturday, May 16, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Sunday, May 17, 4 PM, Reception and Annual Meeting 
at 4:00 PM. Reception precedes at 3 PM. Members only. 
Monday, May 25, 10 AM, 2015: Dani Loeb's Bat 
Mitzvah 
Tuesday, May 26, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 
Thursday, May 28, 6:30 PM, Israeli movie night at 
Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem, hosted by JFCA Schaliach, 
Barak Levy. The 2013 movie, “Hunting Elephants” is a 
2013 Israeli crime comedy film. It stars, among others, 
Sasson Gabai, Moni Moshonov and Patrick Stewart. The 
plot centers around Jonathan (Gil Blank), a 12 year old 
boy who, with his grandfather and two others, attempts 
to rob the bank where his deceased father had worked. 

 

2
0
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Sunday, May 17 

 
3:00 PM Reception  

 
4:00 PM Meeting  

 
Quorum required to conduct 

business. 
 

Members Only 

Temple Beth Or 

Men’s Club Shabbat 
May 15, 2015 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

April 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
 
6 PM, First Seder. 
Seating will begin 
at 5:30 PM, with 
the service to begin 
promptly at 6:00. 
Shabbat worship: 
5:15 - 5:45 PM. 

4 

5 
 
No School - 
Pesach, Temple 
Beth Or 

6 7 8 9 
7 PM, Returning 
guest speaker and 
author, T.K. 
(Teresa) Thorne 
speaks on her new 
book, "Angels at 
the Gate." 
Sponsored by the 
Lucien Loeb 
L'Chaim League. 

10 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
service led by 
Temple Beth Or 
youth (grades 4-9). 
Family dinner to 
follow service. 

11 

12 
 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School, 
Temple Beth Or 

13 14 
 
12 pm, ADULT 
EDUCATION: 
Rabbi’s class on 
“Sexual Values in 
Jewish Law.” 

15 
 
9:30 - Noon, AUM 
Holocaust 
Education 
Program. 

16 17 
 
6:00 PM 
Shabbat Service 

18 
 
April 18, 9:30 AM, 
Shabbat morning 
service and Torah 
study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 

19 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School, 
Temple Beth Or 
 
4 PM-7PM, JFCA 
Israel 
Independence 
Celebration at 
Wynlakes Country 
Club.  

20 21 22 23 24 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
Service. TORAH 
READING AND 
D’VAR TORAH. 

25 
 
7 PM, A Night of 
FUN! Havdalah 
service, Bingo, 
Beverages, and 
Prizes!  

26 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious School, 
Temple Beth Or 
 
12:30 PM, AIEA/
TBO joint 
Sisterhood 
Luncheon @ H2O 
at The Waters. 

27 28 
12 PM, ADULT 
EDUCATION: 
Rabbi’s class on 
“Contemporary 
Issues I in Jewish 
Sexual Values. 
 
5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 

29 30   
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April 2015 Bulletin 

Alvin Steinhart Scholarships for 
Postsecondary Education are now 
available.  Applicants must be: 

 Jewish 
 Members of Temple Beth Or 
 Graduating High School Seniors 

or Current College Students 
 

Applications are available through the 
Temple office.  Deadline for submission 
is April 1st.  Please contact Diane Weil 

at dianeweil@me.com if you need 
further information.  

4/12 
4/19 
4/26 

Kol Ami  
Religious School 

 
Temple Beth Or 

 
A JOYOUS SHABBAT – FOR YOUNG 

AND YOUNGER! 

TBO’s “Tot Shabbat” is a time for our 
youngest members to welcome Shabbat 
with song, dance, a few prayers and a 

special story.  Rabbi Stevens leads these 
fun services in the Library, from 5-5:30 

p.m., on the following Shabbats: 
 

May 15 
 

Make Shabbat a part of your young ones’ 
experience and memories. 

TBO would like to recognize any 
graduating high school or college 

students.   
 

Please call the Temple (262-3314) with 
any graduations you might be aware of. 


