
   

 

PLAYING HIDE AND 
SEEK WITH GOD  

I write this on the first of 
Elul, which means that 
Tishri and our New Year 
of 5776 are not far behind.  
Once again, as since time 
immemorial, we struggle 

with our conscience, with prayer, with 
religious doubts, with the very concept 
of God.  How can we even begin to 
pray, during these coming Holy Days, 
when many of us feel so unsteady in 
our relationship to God?- 

Sometimes someone says to me, 
“Rabbi, I try to be a good and ethical 
person, but I just don’t believe in God,” 
and my answer is, “Well, in which God 
don’t you believe?”  For Judaism 
simply doesn’t have just one image of 
God. 

In the Bible, God is often a stern Father, 
even a warrior, and a taskmaster who 
tells the Israelites exactly what to do.  
Later, the God of Isaiah and Zecharia is 
an invisible, pure spirit or energy.  The 
mystics have the Ein Sof – it means 
“endless” though we could translate 
“Infinite One,” an utterly 
unapproachable enigma; we have the 
intensively personal God of the 
Hassidim:  recall how Tevye in “Fiddler 
on the Roof” has very personal 
discussions with God.  Then there is 
God of the philosophers – the “God 
idea.”  Spinoza writes of finding God in 
nature – the spark within us, so to 
speak.  One Jewish philosopher uses the 
term “the intimacy of the divine 

infinity,” combining God’s nearness 
with the Ein Sof, the Divine Nothing.  
With such an array of views, all of them 
authentically Jewish, by the way, it’s 
not surprising that we have doubts.  
God might be in hiding from us – but 
with all these views, how will we even 
know when God is present? 

Having doubts is not a bad thing.  A 
Hassidic story discusses doubt, in its 
report of a disciple saying to his rebbe:  
“I am troubled with uncertainty about 
God, and there are times when my faith 
in God is weak.”  “Don’t worry so 
much,” counseled the rabbi, “and return 
home in peace.  For so long as you are 
worried about your faith, all is well.  
The time to be concerned is when you 
no longer have feelings of doubt.”  In 
other words, doubt is not the enemy of 
faith. 

John Ciardi, the poet and literary critic, 
once wrote that it is important to have 
the courage of conviction…and that it is 
equally important to have the courage 
of our confusion.  He said, “Show me a 
person who is not confused and I will 
show you one who is not thinking.” 

Frankly, I am afraid of those – in any 
religion – who know all truth, who have 
unqualified faith, who have the answers 
to all questions before they are even 
asked.  A college professor, telling a 
student that there is no excuse for his 
poor spelling, said, “You should consult 
a dictionary whenever you are in doubt. 
“  The student responded, “But sir,” he 
replied, “I’m never in doubt.” 

What makes the challenge even more 

difficult is that, in Judaism, there is no 
creed – not one thing we must believe 
in order to be Jewish, or to be 
considered good Jews.  Belief in 
Judaism is left to the individual; what’s 
important is what we do with our lives, 
and how effective we are in trying to 
repair our broken world, not what we 
believe.  Not having any creed is also 
one of the beauties of Judaism, I think, 
because we are taught that no one has a 
monopoly on truth, and that there are 
many paths to God and to our place in 
the world to come, whatever that might 
mean.   

For some, especially in Reform 
Judaism, this has come down to no 
belief at all, just an emphasis on ethics.  
And certainly our whole tradition is 
deeply concerned with ethical behavior.  
But if I am an ethical person, one could 
argue, who do I need Judaism?  For 
many their answer to this question has 
led them or their children and 
grandchildren down the road to 
assimilation, in many cases never to 
return. 

In struggling with these questions, my 
response is this:  If we are to have an 
ethics that can challenge and judge, 
contain and redirect the amoral and 
immoral powers in us and in our social 
system, it must come from a source 
beyond our society and ourselves.  
Since we are the problem, we cannot be 
the solution.  Ethics can only arise from 
some transcendent moral ground.  
Ethics has been described as like a cut 
flower:  we love the blooms, but don’t 
see the need for roots or foliage, or the 
importance of its producing seed. 

For me, that moral ground starts with 
Judaism; there is simply no group 
whose record of continuing devotion to 
ethical excellence, whose moral 
persistence in the face of inhuman 
treatment and whose stamina in pursuit 
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A  V I E W  F R O M  T H E  B I M A H  

Saturday, September 19  
Shabbat Morning Service 

 

Saturday morning, September 19,  
Rabbi Stevens will lead a Shabbat 

morning service.  Service will run from  
9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include Torah 

study and a light brunch. 
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Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

The Days of Awe are upon us and soon we will be at Temple for the 
High Holy Days beginning with Rosh Hashanah eve services. Rosh 
Hashanah, literally “Head of the Year,” is so symbolic to Jews around 
the world and evokes a myriad of emotions and memories for each of 
us. It is both significant and special to have a dedicated period giving 
all Jews the opportunity to take stock and really evaluate oneself then 
(hopefully) make a conscious decision to improve through actions. 
 

Many of us find the music of these days to be extremely moving and if 
I were to ask you what music you most enjoy during the High Holy 
Days I am willing to bet that your response would either be Kol Nidre 
or Avinu Malkeinu. They are both such beautiful pieces, but Kol Nidre 
is sung at only one service while Avinu Malkeinu is sung at five 
services during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. It makes one think 
the message must be pretty important.  
 

For the majority of times it begins with “Our Father, Our King, hear our 
voice/prayer” and it always ends with “Our Father, Our King, be 
gracious and answer us, for we have little merit. Treat us generously 
and with kindness, and be our help.” The prayer states that we have 
sinned against You (God), then asks for compassion on us and our 
children; to end sickness, war and famine; end all oppression; inscribe 
us for blessing in the Book of Life; let the new year be a good year; 
give strength to Your people Israel.  
 

It almost becomes a mantra and certainly many of the requests are 
noble and worthwhile asking to improve our global community. They 
may be absolutely sincere, but still it seems that most of the 
responsibility lies with what God will do – will our prayers be 
answered? Much is asked of God, but are we really just passive 
recipients of God’s mercies and punishments? I think an important 
question is: what do we promise and what do we ask of ourselves? 
What are we willing to do to make the year a good one?  
 

If we imagine The Book of Life and what might be written on our 
personal page it could be things we do for others, what we do to others 
and what we neglect to do that we could have done. There is a lovely 
prayer that says God does not ask us to be as great as Moses, but God 
does expect us to try and reach our potential. It is our responsibility to 
be the best version of ourselves and I believe that doing something for 
another person, animal or organization actually helps us, too. The truth 
is, I am continually a work in progress, but I know that saying 
something kind to a friend or a stranger, remembering someone for an 
occasion, offering support, laughing/crying with someone or any 
number of other seemingly small actions can make a big difference. We 
all know how it feels to be the recipient of a kind word or a harsh one. 
Either can affect how we respond to the next person we interact with. 
When we try to make it a good year for others it comes back to us. 
 

When I hear Avinu Malkeinu this year I will be more thoughtful about 
my active role in making 5776 a good year.  
 

L’shanah tova 
 

Birthday and 
Anniversary 
Blessings on 

September 11th. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Blanche Winter Fund 
In Memory of Blanche Winter 

Stephen Coleman 

Condolence Fund 
For the wonderful reception given 

in honor of Alan 
Mrs. Lucille Goldsmith 

Contingency Fund 
Wishing you good health and a 

speedy recovery Maurice Mussafer 
Diane and Alan Weil 

Wishing you good health  
Richard‘Pee-Wee’ Kohn 

Diane and Alan Weil 

0Floral Fund 
Good health Johnny Ives 

Lisa and Andy Weil 

In Memory of Lila Franco 
Diane and Alan Weil 

Good health Roz Caplan 
Lisa and Andy Weil 

General Fund 
For Shabbat Hospitality  

Steven Solomon 

L'Chaim League 
Wishing you a speedy recovery and 

continued good health  
Maurice Mussafer 

Peggy Cohn 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
On the Yahrzeit of Kevin Johnson 

Allison Naprstek 

On the Yahrzeit of Morris 
Goldberg 

Betty, Bob and Erik Goldberg 

 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
1 ........ Hal Bloom Jr. 
2 ........ Ilene Baylinson  
4 ........ David Baylinson  
5 ........ Susan Finklestein  
6 ........ Liza Kaufman  
7 ........ Lew Nyman  
9 ........ Norma Michelson  
9 ........ Scott Harris  
11 ...... Joe Mussafer  
13 ...... Russell Levy  
16 ...... Keith Sabel  
18 ...... Bobby Kohn  
18 ...... Irving Winter  
19 ...... Natalie Mussafer  
23 ...... Terry Toney  
24 ...... Bert Loeb  
24 ...... Susan Kohn  
26 ...... Joy Kaplan  
26 ...... Jeanette Hanan  
30 ...... Kathleen Roberts  

 
SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
4 ...... Ralph & Frances Capouya 
5 ...... Alan & Diane Weil 
8 ...... Bill & Julie Goolsby 
14 .... Leonard & Norma Michelson 
19 .... Robert & Rochelle Kohn 
24 .... Michael & Maxine Goldner 

 

YAHRZEITS 

To be read 9/4/2015  
Sidney R. Davis 

Pryor Hurt 
Norman Pirofsky 

Elise Salama 
Joseph Salama 

Hilda Shinpaugh 
Kimberly Strassburger 

Julia Wise 
 

To be read 9/11/2015  
Manny Applebaum 

Norman Dorosin 
Isaac May 

Morton Sussman 
Ben Tillinger 

William Aaron Wallace 
 

To be read 9/18/2015  
Rhoda Dreyfus Abraham 

Gusta Barth Baim 
Carol Loeb Dresner 

Rebekah Katz 
Joseph B. Loeb 

Claudia Richard Manley 
Sam Nusbaum 

Jennye Nussbaum 
Quenby Sameth Schulman 

Edith P. Stiller 
 

To be read 9/25/2015  
Hal W. Bloom, Sr. 

Dr. Morris N. Capouya 
Mae Wilzin Landau 

Herbert M. Scheuer, Sr. 
Dr. Peter D. Weinrib 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Recent Death 
  

Lila Franco ז״ל 

August 12, 2015 
 



4  

 

SISTERHOOD 

Greetings for a Happy Healthy New 
Year from Sisterhood. We look 
forward to seeing you at High Holy 
Services and hope you will join us 
for Rosh Hashanah Oneg after our 
evening service as well as for 
Apples and Honey the following 
morning to welcome a sweet year. 
Of course everyone is welcome to 
Break Fast together as we conclude 
Yom Kippur. 

Following the High Holy Days is 
Sukkot. Please come and help 
decorate the Sukkah and enjoy our 
outside service that will follow on 
September 27.  Thank you to all 
members who cook, set up, and 
clean up so that we all can be 
together and enjoy this time of year. 

Our grand reopening of the Gift 
Shop was a huge success. Thank you 
Sheryl Rosen and Lisa Weil for all 
of the time you have spent and for 
selecting new items for us to 
purchase. Remember to shop in our 
Gift Shop as your needs arise. 

Our annual Carnegie Deli 
Cheesecake Fundraiser begins 
September 1 and will last through 
October 30. Lisa Weil and Marlene 
Beringer continue to do an 
outstanding job selling LOTS of 
cheesecakes and raising money so 
we can continue to help our Temple. 
This fundraiser enabled Sisterhood 
to make a large contribution to the 
renovation of the beautiful new 
restrooms. We want to continue with 
this successful fundraiser so start 
talking and selling cheesecakes now! 

Thank you to all who have sent in 
your annual dues. This year was our 
first attempt to email your dues 
statement. If you have not mailed 
yours, please send $35 to: Harriette 
Dorosin, 2302 Allendale Place 
(36111). 

Our opening meeting will be on 

October 6 at the home of Charlotte 
Mussafer. Please mark your calendar 
and make every effort to attend. You 
will receive more information in the 
coming weeks. 

I look forward to another 
prosperous, busy New Year as we 
continue to work together. 

Karen Goldstein 
Sisterhood President 

* * * 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

The L’Chaim League has 
established a Facebook page.  Take a 
look at the pictures we just loaded 
from the 30th Anniversary 
Luncheon.  Let me know if you want 
any prints made.  There will also be 
a poster outside the L'Chaim office 
for everyone to view.   

Our next event is set for Wednesday, 
October 14th. We will tour the High 
Ridge Spirits Distillery in Union 
Springs. This tour highlights the 
illegal Moonshine trade that once 
existed in that area, and now has 
become a legal distillery.  This tour 
is followed by lunch at Red's Little 
Schoolhouse in Grady.  Make your 
reservations early. We will carpool 
from the Temple parking lot at 9:00 
a.m. If you can drive, please let me 
know as soon as possible.  

We would like to extend to all, a 
very Happy and Healthy New Year.  

Linda Smith 
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

From the Library 

More new books from the Jewish 
Book Council: 

Midnight at the Pearl Palace: The 
Birth of Modern Istanbul by Charles 
King (757.5 KIN 2014) 

The Jazz Palace: A Novel by Mary 
Morris (560 MOR 2015) 

Shocking Paris: Soutine, Chagall 
and the Outsiders of Montparnasse 
by Stanley Meisler (670.01 MEI 
2015)  

Einstein: His Space and Times by 
Steven Gimbel (799.765 GIM 2015) 

50 Children: One Ordinary 
American Couple’s Extraordinary 
Rescue Mission into the Heart of 
Nazi Germany by Steven Pressman 
(737.72 PRE 2014) 

The Community Table: Recipes & 
Stories from the Jewish Community 
Center in Manhattan & Beyond by 
Katja Goldman, Judy Bernstein 
Bunzl, and Lisa Rotmil (699 GOL 
2015) 

The Covenant Kitchen: Food and 
Wine for the New Jewish Table by 
Jeff and Jodie Morgan (699 MOR 
2015) 

The Mitten String (children’s book) 
by Jennifer Rosner; illustrated by 
Kristina Swarner (JUV 560.13675 
ROS 2014) 

Everybody Says Shalom (children’s 
book) by Leslie Kimmelman; 
illustrated by Talitha Shipman (JUV 
830.7 KIM 2015) 

Eric A. Kidwell, MLS 

9/6-No Religion School – Labor Day 
9/13-Rosh Hashanah 

9/20-Yom Kippur 
9/27-TBO Sukkot Party followed by service 

Kol Ami Religious School 
 

Temple Beth Or 
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of the humane, is greater than that of the 
Jews.  We choose Judaism because we 
know that our Judaism, with all of its 
folkways, family and communal values, is 
the most effective way our deeply-held 
values can be transmitted to the next 
generation. 

And once we find that we can affirm 
Judaism as our basis of moral value, and 
that moral values are important to us, we 
find that we can no long say, “I believe in 
nothing.”  American Jews have begun to 
realize, in reaffirming our connections to 
our people and our heritage, that there are 
some things we do stand for, that we do 
believe in.  Moral commitments ultimately 
arise not from self or society but from a 
transcendent, commanding source.  Our 
moral commitments arise from God. 

What I am suggesting is that each of us can 
find an image of God that works for us – 
one of the images I described earlier, or one 
of many others.  Certainly at times no 
image will work.  But the experience of the 
Jewish people itself leads to the realization 
that there is another, greater power moving 
through human events than one person’s 
brutality against another.  The story of our 
survival is its chief testimony.  Just by 
being here, the Jewish people is an 
evidence of hope, and a ground for faith 
and a reconnection with God.   

If God has been in hiding, let us find God.  
To be God’s witnesses means to see the 
world through the perspective of the holy, 
to bring that extra dimension into our lives 
which undergirds our hope, our behavior, 
our Judaism, our lives. 

From my family to yours, Shanah Tovah 
for a great year in 5776. 

Elliot Stevens 

Rabbi Stevens’s View from the Pulpit, continued from cover 

 
Mazel Tov!  

 

Mazal Tov to Micki Beth 
Stiller and Laura Baldree on 
their wedding, August 20.  
Rabbi Stevens and Turia 

Stark Williams officiated at 
the Stiller home. 

Temple Beth Or is most 
grateful for the generous 

bequests to the Endowment 
Fund from the estates of  

 
Hermine Herzfeld 

 
Carol L. Hart 

Shalom, y’all! My name is Dana.  I am 22 
years old and from Tel Aviv. 

This time of the year is exactly one year after 
finishing my service in the IDF, which I chose 
to tell you about, and how it influenced me to 
go on Sh’lichut. 

My army service was very special and 
meaningful to me. As an officer in the 
education corps I managed seminars for 
combat soldiers. These seminars’ purpose was 
to increase the soldiers’ motivation to protect 
their country, by reinforcing their connection to the Jewish people and the 
State of Israel. 

One month and a half before I got released from the army, the operation 
“Protective Edge” was started, and I was sent to the border with Gaza. My 
mission was to encourage the fighters’ spirits by bringing them lectures, 
performances and letters from many people in Israel. 

My experience in the army has affected me very strongly, and it’s the main 
reason I chose to go on Sh’lichut. In Israel there’s a tradition to go on a long 
trip somewhere far away after the army. I decided that I want to combine 
the amazing opportunity of being abroad, away from home and meeting 
new people, and no less, to invest this time on working for something 
meaningful to me. The Sh’lichut program represents many of the values that 
I believe in, and that led me in many decisions in my life. 

I am thrilled to spend this year in Montgomery, and can’t wait to get to 
know all of you. 

Wishing you all Shana Tova, 

Dana Korem  

JFCA’s New Sh’lichah 

Note that Dana is pronounced 
as “danna.”  Just add a D to the 
southern pronunciation of Anna. 
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Bingo on August 20th 
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2015/5776 High Holy Day Service Times 
 
Sunday, September 13 
Rosh Hashanah Eve  ....................................7:30 PM 
Followed by our Annual Reception  
 

Monday, September 14 
Rosh Hashanah Morning   ......................... 10:00 AM 
Children’s Service in Library ...................  10:30 AM 
Tashlich at Montgomery Museum Pond ......1:00 PM 
     (Bring your own bread!)             
 

Friday, September 18 
Shabbat Shuvah ............................................6:00 PM 
 

Sunday, September 20 
Cemetery Memorial Services  
Eternal Rest Cemetery ................................ 9:30 AM 
Etz Ahayem Cemetery (new section) ........ 10:30 AM 
Etz Ahayem Cemetery (old section) ......... 11:00 AM 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Tuesday, September 22 
Kol Nidrei Eve .............................................7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, September 23 
Yom Kippur Morning ............................... 10:00 AM 
Rabbi’s Discussion ..................................... 12:00 PM 
Children’s Service ........................................2:30 PM 
Afternoon Service ........................................3:30 PM 
Healing service, co-led with  
   Turia Stark Williams .................................4:15 PM 
Memorial Service .........................................5:00 PM 
Concluding Service ......................................5:30 PM 
Break Fast sponsored by Sisterhood ............6:15 PM 
 

Sunday, September 27 
Sukkot Decorating Party ................................... 4 PM 
Sukkot Outdoor Service .................................... 6 PM 
 

Sunday, October 4 
Simchat Torah Service and Consecration ......... 6 PM 

TASHLICH – AT THE POND ON ROSH HASHAHAN 
Join us for Tashlich [“casting off”] at 1:00 p.m. on Rosh Hashanah 
afternoon as we symbolically cast off our sins into the waters at the 
Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts – accompanied by a blast of 
the great shofar.  Tashlich, a brief ceremony, is based on Micah 
7:18-20: "You will cast all their 
sins into the depths of the 
sea."  Bring your own bread of 
any kind [multigrain for 
complex sins; waffles for sins of 
indecision; pumpernickel for 
dark sins, sourdough for ill-
temperedness, etc.]. 

 HIGH HOLY DAY INFORMATION 

HIGH HOLY HOLIDAYS -  
SOCIAL CONCERNS 

The Social Concerns function of Temple is funded by donations, and not by a line in the budget.  As our activities have 
increased, we need to replenish the resources available. 

This year you will find an envelope in your High Holy 
Days prayerbook, and we are asking you to return it with a 
generous donation to the office by the end of October. 

The Social Concerns Committee carries out the following: 
collecting “bedtime bundles” for Child Protect, supports 
respite care at First United Methodist Church, outreach to 
people in need, and ad hoc responses to community 
emergencies.  We also have our own Care Committee 
which helps Temple members in need.  Please be generous!  For questions, call Corinne C. Capilouto, 271-1089. 

Shabbat Service on 

Friday, September 11th 

to include changing of 

the Torah covers for 

the High Holy Day 

services 

HIGH HOLY DAY SERMON TOPICS 

 Erev Rosh Hashanah:  TOWARD A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

 Rosh Hashanah Morning: O GOD, WHERE SHALL I FIND  
       THEE? 

 Shabbat Shuvah:  OUR INNER DIALOGUE 

 Kol Nidrei:   ONE NATION, UNDER GODS 

 Yom Kippur Morning:   
         ON BEING RELIGIOUS:  LET ME COUNT THE WAYS 

 Yom Kippur Discussion:  “IT’S COMPLICATED” – OUR 
         RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL 

 Yizkor:  THE BLESSINGS OF MEMORY 

Book of Remembrance forms were mailed out earlier in 
August.  Completed forms should be returned to the 

Temple office no later than September 4th. 
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Yom Kippur 

Yom Kippur means "Day of Atonement" and refers to the annual Jewish 
observance of fasting, prayer and repentance. Part of the High Holidays, which 
also includes Rosh HaShanah, Yom Kippur is considered the holiest day on the 
Jewish calendar. In three separate passages in the Torah, the Jewish people are 
told, "the tenth day of the seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be a 
sacred occasion for you: You shall practice self-denial."(Leviticus 23:27). Fasting 
is seen as fulfilling this biblical commandment. The Yom Kippur fast also enables 
us to put aside our physical desires to concentrate on our spiritual needs through 
prayer, repentance and self-improvement. 

Yom Kippur is the moment in Jewish time when we dedicate our mind, body, and 
soul to reconciliation with God, our fellow human beings, and ourselves. We are 
commanded to turn to those whom we have wronged first, acknowledging our sins 
and the pain we might have caused.  At the same time, we must be willing to 
forgive and to let go of certain offenses and the feelings of resentment they 
provoked in us. On this journey we are both seekers and givers of pardon. Only 
then can we turn to God and ask for forgiveness:  “And for all these, God of 
forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, and grant us atonement.” 

A SERVICE FOR HEALING ON YOM KIPPUR 

 
The service on Yom Kippur will include a Healing Service, on Yom Kippur, Wednesday 
afternoon, September 23rd.  The service will be co-led by Rabbi Stevens and Turia Stark 
Williams. 
 
Healing services are not magic.  In Judaism, healing services can 
provide solace, comfort, a sense of direction, spiritual growth and inner 
peace.  Healing services are informal and personal, often involving 
guided meditation, chant, silences, soul searching and spiritually 
uplifting prayers and readings, including meditative music.  It is an 
experience unlike any other, and without the choreography that typifies 
a more traditional-type service. 
 
This year’s Yom Kippur healing service will follow the Afternoon Service on September 23.  

Healing 

SUKKOT 

Sunday  September 27  6 PM 
 

This service will be held outdoors at 
our TBO sukkah; join us as we 

celebrate together with worship and a 
symbolic meal inside our sukkah.  

Learn how to shake the  
lulav and etrog! 

SIMCHAT TORAH 

Sunday  October 4  6 PM 
 
 

Simchat Torah service will be held 
in the Baylinson Social Hall of 

Temple Beth Or. 

See information about the sukkah 
decorating event that will precede 

service on page 10. 
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Thursday, October 22, 7 PM, Jewish Book Council 
author Tuvia Tenenbom discusses his book "Catch the 
Jew" using humor, charm and a skewer to explore life in 
Israel and Palestine. Sponsored by the Rothschild-
Blachschleger Lecture Series. 
 
Catch the Jew! recounts the adventures of gonzo 
journalist Tuvia Tenenbom, who wanders around 
Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority 
for seven months in 
search of the untold 
truths in today's Holy 
Land. With holy 
chutzpah, Tenenbom 
boldly goes where no 
Jew has gone before, 
at times risking his life 
as he assumes the 
identities of Tobi the 
German and even Abu 
Ali in order to probe 
into the many stories in 
this strange land and poke holes in all of them.  

TEMPLE 
BETH 

OR 

GUEST 
AUTHOR 
SERIES 

FUTURE GUEST AUTHORS: 
 
Thursday, January 14, 7 PM, 
Jewish Book Council author Renato 
Barahona discusses his book "The 
Odyssey of the Ship with Three 
Names" about a vessel that rescued 
over 7,700 Jewish refugees from 
the Balkans and transported them to 
Israel. Sponsored by the Rothschild
-Blachschleger Lecture Series. 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, March 17, 7 PM, 
Jewish Book Council author 
Stephen M. Silverman discusses his 
book "The Catskills: Its History and 
How It Changed America" telling of 
the turning points that made the 
Catskills so vital to the development 
of America. Sponsored by the 
Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture 
Series. 

 

SUKKOT DECORATING AND 
SERVICE 

 
Sunday, Sept. 17th at 4 PM 

Service follows at 6 PM 
 
Join Temple Beth Or for decorating 
of the Sukkah, games, lunch, live 

music, and other fun activities 
 

The joyous holiday of Sukkot 
represents Judaism’s fall harvest 

festival.  Open to all in the Jewish 
community at no charge; membership 
not required.  Come reunite with old 
friends and establish new friendships 

Katie Denney, granddaughter of 
Barbara and Robert Shinpaugh, 
graduated from Oak Mountain 
High School.  In four years, she 
was a goalie for her team that 
won three State High School 
Championships. Katie is 
attending Illinois Wesleyan 
University and is majoring in 
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JOE MUSSAFER SET TO SPEAK AT 

TBO 
  
On Thursday evening, September 10 at 7 p.m., Joe 
Mussafer will read a paper sharing his research on 
one of the most crucial years in all history – 
1492.  Joe’s talk will be the first in this year’s series 
sponsored by the Temple’s Rothschild 
Blachschleger Library, and offered by the Library 
Committee chaired by Joan Loeb. 
  
Joe was recently elected to join the Thirteen, a 
literary society which traces its origins to the 
beginning of the 20th century.  He chose the year 
1492 as his first research subject – delivered this 
past spring – because of the juxtaposition of so 
many important historical events: the unification of 
Spain under Ferdinand and Isabella; the final 
Spanish conquest of Islam; the expulsion of Spain’s 
Jewish population, and Columbus’s first voyage to 
America.  This fascinating overview is open to all; 
bring your friends! 
  
The Rothschild Blachschleger Library is fully 
accredited by the Jewish Libraries Association, and 
a fine resource for adults and children.  This will be 
the lecture series’ second year. 

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES WITH  
RABBI STEVENS 

JUDAISM BASICS & BASIC HEBREW 
This basic survey of Judaism runs for eleven sessions, starting 
October 9.  Take a whirlwind tour of Jewish history, learn 
about Jewish traditions on life cycle events and the Jewish 
calendar, study the main religious themes of Jewish tradition, 
and ask as many questions as you wish.   

Sessions run from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.  

September 29 ..... Overview of Judaism.  
October 6 ............ A Whirlwind Tour of Jewish History.  
October 13 .......... The Basic Texts of Judaism.  
October 20 .......... Modern Judaism; Denominations; Israel. 
October  27 ......... Lifecycle:  Birth through Bar Mitzvah.  
November 3 ........ Lifecycle: Marriage and Divorce.  
November 17 ...... Lifecycle:  Illness, death, mourning.  
November 24 ...... Holidays:  Shabbat and Festivals.  
December 1 ........ Holidays:  Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur.  
December 8 ........ Holidays:  Minor holidays (Chanukah, 

Purim, etc.).  
December 15 ...... Modern Judaism:  Israel; Denominations.  

 

NEW MEMBER SHABBAT 
 
Join us Friday evening, October 2, for our New 
Member Shabbat.  In addition to greeting 
Shabbat with a wonderful outdoor service and 
picnic dinner [see separate article], we will 
welcome new members who have joined us over 
the last couple of years, and who have already 
enriched our congregation by their participation:  
Allison and Eric Naprstek; Anna Bern; Craig and 
Gabriele Darch; Pete and Pam Hitchcock; 
Raymond and Kathie Cohen; Sheryl Rosen; 
Blake Rosen; Jonathan and Kerry Bleiberg; 
Cindy Borntrager; Katherine Gayden; Alexis and 
Amy Vaughn and Morris Capp. 
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2016 Food Festival and 
Treasure &  

Collectible Market 
 
Please mark Sunday, February 28, 
2016  on your calendar for the 2016 
Food Festival!  
 
The Annual Food Festival, Treasure & Collectible Market is our 
only fund raiser for TBO. We will start working on cooking 
committees after High Holy Days. Participating in the kitchen and 
serving on one of the various committees is a great way to meet 
fellow congregants.  
 
If you have not participated in the past, please call or email me. I’ll 
be happy to explain the various committees and commitments to you 
so you can work any of the various tasks into your schedule. 
 
In preparation for next year’s event, we are pleased to inform you 
that we are accepting the following donated items now for the 
Treasure and Collectible Market!  
 

Ladies' Jewelry of all kinds, Accessories, 
Scarves, Evening Bags, Purses 
 
Children’s Toys, Books, Furniture and 
Accessories 
 
Furniture - in good condition 
 
Artwork, Serving Pieces, Lamps & Accessories 
 
Kitchen and Household Items – clean and in 
working condition 
 
Flat Screen TV’s & Electronics – in working 
condition with all plugs and connections 
attached.  
 

Note: Please bring your items to the Temple on Tuesday – Friday of 
any week. We cannot accept used, large TV’s, broken items of any 
sort and we are not accepting clothing. 
 
Looking forward to another successful event in 2016!!! 
 

La Shana Tova! 
 
Jenny Ives 
jjives@charter.net 
334-546-2521 

Rabbi Stevens and Big Mo—TWO WINNERS! 
Photo by Al Benn. 

AL BENN and AL.COM 

John Archibald has written a fascinating article on our 
member, Al Benn, titled, Meet the James Brown of 
Alabama News.  Here’s an excerpt: 
 
The Black Belt, Ala. -- There were times Alvin Benn 
wondered what the hell he'd gotten himself into. 

Like when he and a couple of press pals found 
themselves in a rural Alabama State Park in 1965, tires 
slashed and surrounded by "Kluxers" at a rally held to 
raise cash for the killers of Viola Liuzzo. 

What the hell have I gotten myself into? 

He was just a Jewish kid from Pennsylvania Amish 
country,  after all, a guy who might have grown up to sell 
furniture if it weren't for a decision – or lack of one – here 
or there. He was a guy who thought he'd be happy as a 
history teacher. But instead, he found himself in rural 
Alabama. (continued online.) 

You can finish reading the article by going to al.com  
and doing a search for “Al Benn.” 
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Thank You to our 2015 Food Festival 
Sponsors 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820 and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING 
AROUND  

DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are 
stored in the coat closet and 
available to members and 

guests during Temple events. 

If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes 
please feel free to drop 
them off at the Temple 
office so they may be 

reused. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

Friday, October 2, 6 PM, New Member Shabbat. An 
outdoor, abbreviated Shabbat service followed by a cold pot-
luck supper. If your name begins with A-Q please bring a 
vegetable or salad. If R-Z please bring a dessert. Temple will 
provide meat and drinks. 
Sunday, October 4, 6:00 PM, Simchat Torah Celebration 
and Consecration. 
Tuesday, October 6, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. 
Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Friday, October 9, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Tuesday, October 13, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. 
Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Wednesday, October 14, 9 AM, L'Chaim League tours 
High Ridge Spirits Distillery in Union Springs and lunches at 
Red's Little Schoolhouse in Grady. Make your reservations 
by emailing lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com or calling 262-
3314 x 223. 
Saturday, October 17, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Tuesday, October 20, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. 
Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Thursday, October 22, 7 PM, Jewish Book Council author 
Tuvia Tenenbom discusses his book "Catch the Jew" using 
humor, charm and a skewer to explore life in Israel and 
Palestine. Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger 
Lecture Series. 
Tuesday, October 27, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi Stevens. 
Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Tuesday, November 3, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Tuesday, November 3, 7 PM, Blachschleger Library 
Annual Lecture Series' guest speaker Joe Mussafer discusses 
his research paper on the 1492, one of history’s momentous 
years. Joe presented this paper to The Thirteen, 
Montgomery’s premier literary society, which he recently 
joined. Light refreshments. 
Saturday, November 7, 10:00 AM, Ellie Sabel Bat Mitzvah 

Tuesday, November 17, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Saturday, November 21, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning 
service and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Tuesday, November 24, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Tuesday, December 1, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Friday, December 4, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Tuesday, December 8, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Tuesday, December 15, 12:00 PM, Study with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic Judaism begins at 12 noon. 
Saturday, December 19, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning 
service and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Tuesday, January 5, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens 
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH; 
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great 
heroes of Torah. Part I: Adam & Eve. 
Friday, January 8, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH 
READING AND D’VAR TORAH. 
Tuesday, January 12, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens 
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH; 
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great 
heroes of Torah. Part II: Noah. 
Thursday, January 14, 7 PM, Jewish Book Council author 
Renato Barahona discusses his book "The Odyssey of the 
Ship with Three Names" about a vessel that rescued over 
7,700 Jewish refugees from the Balkans and transported them 
to Israel. Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture 
Series. 
Saturday, January 16, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service 
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Tuesday, January 19, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens 
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH; 
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great 
heroes of Torah. Part III: Abraham & Sarah. 

Future events ! 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

September 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
 
6:00 PM 
Shabbat Service 

5 

6 
 
9:30 AM, No 
Religion School – 
Labor Day 

7 8 9 10 11 
 
6:00 PM 
Shabbat Service 

12 

13 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School-Rosh 
Hashanah 
 
7:30 PM, Rosh 
Hashanah Eve 
Service - followed 
by Annual 
Reception. 

14 
 
10 AM, Rosh 
Hashanah 
Morning Service.  
 

10:30 AM, 
Children's Service 
in Library 
 

1 PM, Tashlich at 
Museum of Fine  

15 16 17 18 
 
6:00 PM 
Shabbat Shuvah 
Service 

19 
 
9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 

20 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School-Yom 
Kippur 
 
Cemetery Services 
 9:30 AM  
Eternal Rest  
10:30 AM  Etz 
Ahayem Cemetery 
(new section) 
11 AM  Etz Ahayem 
(old section) 

21 22 
 
 
7:30 PM, Kol 
Nidrei Eve.  

23 
 
10 AM, YK Morning 
12 PM, Discussion. 
2:30 PM, Children’s  
3:30 PM, Afternoon  
4:15 PM, Healing  
5 PM Memorial  
5:30 PM, Concluding 
Service followed by 
Break Fast 

24 25 
 
6:00 PM 
Shabbat Service 

26 

27 
 
4:00 PM, Religion 
School-TBO 
Sukkot Decorating 
Party  
6:00 PM  Sukkot 
Service 

28 29 
 
12:00 PM, Study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Basic 
Judaism begins at 
12 noon. 

30    

office closed   
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September 2015 Bulletin 

The deadline for returning the Book of 
Remembrance forms is  
September 4th.  

Contact Gina at the Temple office by 
the 4th if you would like to participate.  

Telephone is (334) 262-3314 or 
bethor@templebethor.net. 

Book of Remembrance 

TBO’s administrative office 
will be closed on Wednesday, 

September 23rd for  
Yom Kippur. 


