A VIEW FROM THE BIMAH
And so we come to
another Chanukah season,
the Festival of Light,
commemorating the
miracle in 165 BCE when
the limited supply of holy
oil left in the Temple –
expected to last only a day
– stayed lit for eight full
days until a new supply could be
prepared. Although Chanukah rightly
celebrates a military victory and the
rededication of the Jerusalem Temple, it
is the story of the miracle – a story
unknown until half a millennium after
the event – that resonates with us to this
day. In a religion that today eschews
magic and superstition, it is the miracle
that defines the holiday, and the story
we recount to our children.

December 2015 ~ Kislev/Tevet 5776

God to intervene, shifting the pattern of overpowered the massive Syrian-Greek
army? How can it be that the modern
the sun and the clouds, or carrying a
football directly into a receiver’s hands. State of Israel, surrounded by hostile
Many people offer heartfelt prayers for Arab countries on all sides, continues to
exist? David Ben-Gurion was fond of
miracles that intercept the process of
nature. Rabbi Harold Kushner responds, explaining Israel’s existence as a
miracle: “Anyone who doesn’t believe
if such prayers worked, no one would
in miracles is not a realist.”
ever die, because no prayer is offered

more sincerely than a prayer for life, for
health and recovery from illness, for
ourselves and for those we love …
People who pray for miracles usually
don’t get miracles any more than
children who pray for bicycles, good
grades, or girlfriends get them as a
result of praying. But people who pray
for courage, for strength to bear the
unbearable, for grace to remember what
they have left instead of what they have
lost, very often find their prayers
But consider the Third Commandment: answered. The true miracle is in the
“Do not take the name of God in vain.” discovery that they have more strength,
more courage than they ever thought
We might, with some stretch,
retranslate as “You shall not treat God they had.
as a Magician.” When we believe that
When the U.S. Hockey team defeated
the verbal correctness of our prayers
the Soviet team in the semi-finals of the
move God to grant our wish, or that
1980 Winter Olympics, Al Michaels
God will overturn the natural order of
excitedly asked all Americans, “Do you
things to provide a benefit, we are,
believe in miracles?!” I suggest that
indeed, treating God as a Divine
yes, we do. But the miracle was not the
Magician.
victory. The miracle was the strength,
the stamina, the support, and the spirit
All too often, we think of miracles as
magic. The clouds part so that a movie- to do what no one in the world thought
the American team could do. And what
maker can continue shooting; the
is true in sports is true in life.
director declares it a miracle. The
football receiver heading downfield
We believe in miracles! For us, an
prays for a miracle, and the winning
unexpected turning point in our
pass is called a Hail Mary.
experience of life is a miracle insofar as
it transcends our understanding. How
In Jewish Tradition, it is hubris to
can it be that the Maccabees
assume that our words can persuade
Saturday, December 19
Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday morning, December 19,
Rabbi Stevens will lead a Shabbat
morning service. Service will run from
9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include Torah
study and a light brunch.
Volume 163, Number 6

Centuries after the battle of the
Maccabees, the Rabbis of the Talmud
recorded a story about a small jar of oil
that would kindle the Eternal Light for
the eight days of Chanukah. The miracle was not how long the jar lasted, but
rather that someone lit the candle knowing it might not stay lit. The message of
the miracle of the oil is in the attempt to
do what cannot be done, to overcome
odds, to remain optimistic even in times
of darkness, to strive for success when
there is every reason to doubt.
In other words, the miracle is not in the
magic of wishes come true, but rather in
the strength of spirit that move us
forward in life. The miracle was not in
the Maccabees’ defeat of the SyrianGreek army: it was in the battle cry to
remain true to who we are, and the
strength to remain true to our
convictions.
Each night during Chanukah (excepting
“Shehecheyanu” on the first night) we
recite two blessings – one for the
mitzvah of lighting the lights, the
second affirming our believe in
miracles: “We praise You, our Eternal
God, Ruling Spirit of the Universe, for
creating the miraculous spirit in our
ancestors of old and in our own time.”
The wonder that life can be what we
never thought it could be, and the
wonder that we have our strength of
spirit emerge from darkness into light…
That’s a miracle!
From my home to yours, best wishes
for a joyous and light-filled Chanukah
season!
Elliot Stevens
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With the recent terrorist attacks in different parts of the world, I am just
so sad – again. It is heartbreaking to me that there is such hate and evil
in our world. I want to believe that people can have differences and
disagreements, but can still live in peace because that is in everyone’s
best interest. My favorite song of all time is John Lennon’s Imagine.
When he wrote that song there were many problems in the world, but it
seems that those issues were simpler compared to the situations we are
dealing with now. I have no answer. I know it is exceedingly
complicated, but I want all people to live a regular life; one in which we
are not constantly on edge and maybe even fearful. I wish that all
people valued life, peace, their children’s future and could respect those
who believe differently. Imagine.
Still, it is meaningful to me that at every service we have there is a
prayer for peace. This is sincere and a core value of Judaism. Our
prayers are going to have to be combined with actions from many all
over the world to bring about a positive change. Like our community
prayer for healing, the prayer for peace is to heal the world. What could
be more important? As John Lennon said:
Imagine there's no countries
It isn't hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace...
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Birthday and
Anniversary
Blessings on
December 4th.

On a totally different subject – I have been asked many times in the last
several weeks about the progress of the merger. Things slowed during
the summer and with all the holidays of the fall, but we are back on
track and the task forces are meeting regularly. From the comments I
get there is a genuine desire for our congregations to join together.
There is no doubt there will be change for everyone, but your
representatives on the task forces are working hard to come up with the
best plan so it is a win-win. I ask you to be open to change that can
strengthen our Jewish community.
Think for a moment about how things would be if nothing ever
changed. I dare say there were those who were suspect of electricity,
cars, vaccinations and so much more. Will a merger bring challenges?
Yes. Can we work through them and create something wonderful?
Absolutely!
Lastly, it is time for Chanukah! That time of year when we light the
candles and remember the story of the Maccabees. I have such special
memories of Chanukahs when the girls were at home. They have not
been home for Chanukah in a long time, so we make the best of it and
all get together by iChat in four locations and different time zones
saying the blessings together and each lighting our candles. It is not
perfect and there have been some very funny attempts, but it is really
nice and special because we are still together and work harder to make
the effort.
I hope you will join us for our annual Chanukah dinner – a fun evening
for ALL ages.
Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year!
L’shalom
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Contributions to Funds
We greatly appreciate the people who support
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring
their friends and loved ones through their
generous contributions. Those that are
received after the 20th of the month will be in
the next bulletin.

Condolence Fund
In Memory of Charles Baum
Susan and Joe Finklestein
On the Yahrzeits of Emily Hurt and Louis
Charles Neumann
Susan and Joe Finklestein
General Fund
In Honor of Peggy Cohn's recent award
and move to New Orleans
Barbara G. Bonfield
In Honor Temple Beth Or
Christopher Smith
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In Memory of Marilyn Sussman
Pete and Pam Hitchcock

YAHRZEITS
DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
3.......... Esther Scheuer

8 ........Jan Hoffman
9 ........Kenny Capouya
10 ......Kenneth Wool
10 ......Barbara Shinpaugh
10 ......Jamie Loeb Jr.
11 ......Edward Abraham
13 ......Rubin Franco
15 ......Gisele Pirofsky
16 ......Seymour Cohn
19 ......Sharon Berry
21 ......Shirley Beringer
24 ......Ward Newcomb
26 ......Michael Anderson
30 ......Michael Beringer

Youth and Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Charles Baum
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Kohn

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
10 .... Kenneth & Celia Wool
17 .... Morris & Leslie Capp
20 .... Russell & Sherry Levy
27 .... Al & Sharon Benn
29 .... Maurice & Peggy Mussafer
30 .... David & Loren Franco

Beverlee Soloff Shere, 91, and a
resident of Bal Harbour, Florida,
passed away peacefully at her
home on October 23, 2015. She
was an Atlanta trailblazer, and was
the owner of the Coach and Six
Restaurant for many years. She
was the loving grandmother to
Hannah Soloff, and the mother-inlaw to Suzanne Soloff. She will be
greatly missed. May her memory be
for a blessing.

To be read 12/4/15
Lucien S. Loeb
Peggy Simon
Leonel Weil
William Greene
Morris Capouano
Julian S. Leet
Charles McDaniel
Mose Brownstein
To be read 12/11
Amelia Strauss Schloss
Nellie Beringer
Eli R. Capouya
Evalyn Rosenberg
Morris Finkelstein
Babs Landau Klein
Edna Rosen
Charles Max Stiller
Florence M. Wolfson
Deborah Marcus
Rica Cohen
Harold Jay Coleman, Sr.
Adolph Weil, Jr.
Lester Noble
Carol Weil
To be read 12/18
Arthur Beringer, Sr.
Virginia Dorosin
Lillie O. Hart
Berneice Blachschleger
Seymour Gitenstein
Phyllis Simon
Thelma B. Monsky
Myron J. Rothschild
To be read 12/25
Frances Mandell
Jerry Tillinger
Edward Clein
Barbara Marcus
Adler Rothschild

Friday, Dec. 4, 6 PM
Shabbat Service.
TORAH READING AND
D’VAR TORAH.
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SISTERHOOD
Our annual cheesecake fundraiser had
another successful year. Thanks to
Marlene Beringer and Lisa Weil who
continue to do an outstanding job. Word
gets out into the community more and
more each year. Thank you to all who
bought and sold cheesecakes. Through
your efforts and our profits, we are able
to help with Temple projects. Extra
cheesecakes were ordered, so ask
Marlene or Lisa if you are interested in
purchasing.
Please make your plans to be at our
Chanukah dinner on December 11th.
Jenny Ives and Karen Lieberman are
planning a delicious meal including
homemade cabbage rolls. Of course
Susan Bernstein and company are
frying latkes. You will not want to miss
out, and we must stick to our deadline
for reservations, which is December 1st.
Mail your check to Sharon McDaniel.
Sheryl Rosen and Lisa Weil are making
sure that the Gift Shop has all of your
Chanukah needs. If you are giving
parties at school, you will find candles,
dreidels, candy gelt and whatever else is
on your list. We appreciate your
business!
Thank you for your support of
Sisterhood. We should be proud of all
that we do for the Temple. I would like
to see 100% Sisterhood participation. If
you have not sent in your dues, please
mail them to Harriette Dorosin. Happy
Chanukah and I look forward to
celebrating with you on December 11th!
Karen Goldstein
Sisterhood President
***
L’CHAIM LEAGUE
The CHANUKAH LUNCHEON
CELEBRATION will be held at
Sinclairs on Vaughn Road on
Thursday, December 10th at 11:30
a.m. We will be in the private room
downstairs. The cost will be $16.00 per
person. RESERVATIONS ARE
NEEDED BY DECEMBER 7th. Your
check is your reservation.
Dana Korem will be our featured
speaker/program in January. In
February 2017, we are putting together

a cruise package for our L'Chaim
League members, out of Mobile. More
details will be coming soon.

The Children’s Jewish Holiday
Kitchen, by Joan Nathan (699.1 NAT
1995)

L'Chaim League offers our members so
many different options of entertainment
and enlightenment. We hope you’ll join
us any time.

Jewish Holiday Treats: Recipes and
Crafts for the Whole Family, by Joan
Zoloth, photographs by Lisa Hubbard
(699.1 ZOL)

Linda Smith Children’s Books
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com Hanukkah at Valley Forge, by Stephen
Krensky, illustrated by Greg Harlin.
***
(Juv 247.7 KRE 2006)
FROM THE LIBRARY
The Gift, by Aliana Brodmann,
We continue our tradition of
illustrated by Anthony Carnabuci. (Juv
highlighting Hanukkah (or Chanukah)247.56 BRO 1993)
related titles in the temple library
Hanukkah Fun: Crafts and Games, by
collection for the December bulletin
Andrea R. Weiss and Mary F.
column. Many of these titles will be
Rhinelander. (Juv 247.6 WEI 1992)
found on display in the library.
Hanukkah: The Family Guide to
Spiritual Celebration (2nd edition), by
Dr. Ron Wolfson, edited by Joel Lurie
Grishaver (247 WOL 2001)
Hanukkah in America: A History, by
Dianne Ashton (247.7 ASH 2013)

Rabbi Rocketpower and the Mystery of
the Missing Menorahs – A Hanukkah
Humdinger! (Rabbi Rocketpower
series), by Rabbi Susan Abramson and
Aaron Dvorkin; illustrations by Ariel
DiOrio. (Juv 247.5 ABR 2007)

Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins,
How to Spell Chanukah and Other
by Eric A. Kimmel, illustrations by
Holiday Dilemmas: 18 Writers
Trina Schart Hyman. A Caldecott
Celebrate 8 Nights of Lights, edited by
Honor Book. (Juv 247.5 KIM 1985)
Emily Franklin. (247.5 FRA 2007)
When Mindy Saved Hanukkah, story
The Hanukkah Anthology, by Philip
by Eric A Kimmel, pictures by Barbara
Goodman. (247 GOO 1976)
McClintock (JUV 247.53 KIM 1998)
Lighting the Way to Freedom:
The Power of Light: Eight Stories for
Treasured Hanukkah Menorahs of
Hanukkah by Isaac Bashevis Singer,
Early Israel, by Aaron Ha’Tell and
pictures by Irene Lieblich (JUV 247.53
Yaniv Ben Or (247.1 HA’T 2006)
SIN 1980)
Chanukah Lights (a pop-up book), by
How Do Dinosaurs Say Happy
Michael J. Rosen and Robert Sabuda.
Chanukah?, by Jane Yolen and Mark
(247.59 ROS 2011)
Teague (JUV 247.5 YOL 2012)
The Art of Hanukkah, by Nancy M.
Jeremy’s Dreidel, by Ellie Gellman,
Berman. (247.1 BER 1996)
illustrated by Maria Mola (JUV 247.5
A Hanukkah Celebration (music CD) GELL 2012)
(AV 686.3 HAN 2003). This title is
Northern Lights: A Hanukkah Story,
part of the Milken Archive of American
by Diana Cohen Conway, illustrated by
Jewish Music. All CDs in the collection
Shelly O. Haas (JUV 247.53 CON
can be found to the right as you enter
1994)
the library (look for the double-column
The Hanukkah Ghosts by Malka Penn
blue box on the second shelf from the
(JUV 247.53 PEN 1995)
top.
One Candle by Eve Bunting, illustrated
Cookbooks
by K. Wendy Popp (JUV 247.53 BUN
Fast & Festive Meals for the Jewish
2002)
Holidays: Complete Menus, Rituals,
Eric A. Kidwell, MLS
and Party-Planning Ideas for Every
Holiday of the Year, by Marlene
Sorosky (699.1 SOR 1997)
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A friendly reminder that your Chanukah
reservations are needed today!
Chanukah Shabbat with
Family and Friends

Friday, December 11
There will be a special Chanukah
worship service and candle lighting,
which will begin at 6:00 PM.
Following the service at 6:30 PM will be
our annual
Sisterhood Chanukah Dinner.
Menu: Cabbage Rolls, Fried Chicken
Fingers, Latkes, Green Beans, Salad,
Ice Cream Sandwiches

Your check is your reservation
and must be received by
Tuesday, December 1st.
$12 for Adults; $6 for Children ages 10
to 5. Children 4 and under are free
Kol Ami Religious School

Please mail check to Sharon McDaniel at
2632 Old Orchard Lane, Montgomery, AL, 36117-2410

Temple Beth Or

12/6-Chanukah Celebration at AIEA
12/13
12/20-No Religion School – Winter Break
12/27-No Religion School – Winter Break
Religion Schools moves to AIEA
1/3-No Religion School – Teacher Work Day
1/10
1/17
1/24-Tu B’Shevat Seder
1/31
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Thursday, January 14, 7 PM

STUDY OPPORTUNITIES WITH
RABBI STEVENS
JUDAISM BASICS
This basic survey of Judaism which runs for eleven sessions,
began October 9. Take a whirlwind tour of Jewish history,
learn about Jewish traditions on life cycle events and the
Jewish calendar, study the main religious themes of Jewish
tradition, and ask as many questions as you wish. Newcomers
are always welcome.
Sessions run from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.
September 29 ..... Overview of Judaism.
October 6............ A Whirlwind Tour of Jewish History.
October 13.......... The Basic Texts of Judaism.
October 20.......... Modern Judaism; Denominations; Israel.
November 3 ........ Lifecycle: Birth through Bar Mitzvah.
November 17 ...... Lifecycle: Marriage and Divorce.
November 24 ...... Lifecycle: Illness, death, mourning.
December 1 ........ Holidays: Shabbat and Festivals.
December 8 ........ Holidays: Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur.
December 15 ...... Holidays: Minor holidays (Chanukah,
Purim, etc.).
BEDTIME BUNDLES
For the 8th year we will be collecting
bedtime items for Child Protect during
November and December. Please put
your purchases which must be new and
unused in the playpen in the Temple
lobby beginning in early November.

Jewish Book Council author Renato
Barahona discusses his book "The
Odyssey of the Ship with Three
Names" about a vessel that
rescued over 7,700 Jewish
refugees from the Balkans and
transported them to Israel.
In the spring of 1948, Israeli
agents of Haganah, the main
Jewish underground in Palestine,
bought the cargo ship "S.S
Kefalos." Purchased in the
United States and registered in
Panama to a fictitious company, the ship had a daring plan:
carry arms collected in Mexico to Israel. In June, the
"Kefalos" sailed from New York to Tampico under false
pretenses. Arms, both bought from the Mexican government
and smuggled in from the United States, were loaded and the
ship departed from Tampico in August. Once at sea, it
quickly changed its name and appearance to sneak past
Gibraltar and U.N. Observers in Tel Aviv. The secret mission
was carried out through vital cooperation between two
apparently odd bedfellows: Jews (Israeli, European, U.S., and
Mexican) and a crew of mainly Spanish/Basque exiles from
Franco's dictatorship. After delivering the arms, Israeli
authorities decided to repurpose the "Kefalos" to rescue
refugee Jews from the Balkans. After a layover in Naples,
two voyages were made from Bakar (modern-day Croatia) to
Haifa in late 1948 with over 7,700 refugees. This is the
improbable saga of the "Rust Bucket" - as it was known
endearingly by those who sailed on it. Through moving
narration and careful attention to detail, this history illustrates
an important crucible of two seemingly disparate diasporas.
Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture Series.

After coming to Child Protect because
they were abused or molested,
these boys and girls go into foster care,
often with nothing to call their own, according to Director
Jannah Bailey. Please be generous for these unfortunate
children, who are mostly ages 6-12.

TEMPLE
BETH
OR

GUEST
AUTHOR
SERIES

FUTURE GUEST AUTHORS:

Items wanted are pajamas, pillow cases, socks, underwear,
bedtime stories, journals and writing implements, sketchbooks
and coloring pencils or crayons, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
washcloths, fleece throws, slippers, dolls and toys, combs/
brushes/hair ornaments, and anything else you can think of.

Thursday, March 17, 7 PM

If you don't want to shop or are unable to do so, please send a
check to the temple office earmarked "for bedtime bundles" and
we will be glad to shop for you! Thank you!
Louisa Weinrib
262-6155
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Jewish Book Council author
Stephen M. Silverman discusses his
book "The Catskills: Its History and
How It Changed America"telling of
the turning points that made the
Catskills so vital to the
development of America.
Sponsored by the RothschildBlachschleger Lecture Series.

Agudath IsraelEtz Ahayem
Sunday, December 13, 6:30 P.M.
at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
Joe Klein, author of Charlie Mike
Joe Klein tells the dramatic
story of Eric Greitens and
Jake Wood. This is one of the
most hopeful stories to
emerge from Iraq and Afghanistan -- a saga of lives
saved, not wasted.

Jacob Isaac Coleman
Jacob was born on November 2,
2015, at 5:45 am. He weighed 6
lbs. 12 oz. and was 19 in. long.
Jacob's parents are Claire and
Jason Coleman; Grandparents
are Mae and Elliot Cohen and
Steve Coleman;
Great grandparents are Gay and
Irving Winter.

 Greitens founded The Mission Continues to provide
paid public service fellowships for wounded
veterans.
 Jake Wood, one of the first Mission Continues
fellow, founded Team Rubicon, organizing
veterans in disaster relief projects around the
world, from Haiti to Hurricane Sandy.
 Greitens and Wood believe that the military
virtues of discipline and selflessness can build
stronger communities.

Their inspiring personal saga demonstrates
how the skills of war can also provide a path
to peace, personal satisfaction, and a more
vigorous nation.

Paige and Hunter Schloss announce the birth
of Theodore Stephen and Wesley Robert on
November 3, 2015. Theo weighed 5 lb. 13 oz.
and Wesley weighed 5 lb. 9 oz. The new
family resides in Seattle, WA.

The JBC Network is designed to benefit communities that offer Jewish book programs
and the authors of Jewish-interest
books. The JBC Network—with roughly 120 member organizations across
North America, including JCCs, synagogues, Hillels, Jewish Federations, and cultural centers—
gives over 250 authors a platform for sharing their
books each year.

Congratulations to
grandparents Jean and Steve Schloss and
great grandmother Burke Schloss.

August Marshall Goldstein
Born November 12
8 lbs. 15 oz.

AIEA Adult Education
Rabbi Kramer is currently meeting with
a couple of congregants on Thursday
mornings after minyan, at 8:30 a.m. to
read and study from “How to Read the
Bible” by James L. Kugel. We are studying how the Bible is understood by
both modern scholars and our ancient interpreters. The
class is open to the entire congregation and we welcome participation. No requirements, just an interest to
learn with an open mind and curiosity.

Parents: Emily and Kevin
Goldstein of Atlanta GA
Grandparents:
Karen and Craig Goldstein
Great Grandmother:
Joyce Strassburger

Come and join the Rabbi after Shabbat Services on
Saturday mornings.
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Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem
JOIN US FOR THE

You Are Invited to

HANUKKAH
HOOPLA!

Agudath Israel
Etz Ahayem Sisterhood’s

A CELEBRATION
OF THE MAGICAL
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

11th Annual
HANUKKAH HOOPLA
AND LATKE - HOT DOG
LUNCH

LATKE LUNCH
FOOD BAZAAR
GIFT SHOPPING!

HOW TO GET YOUR LUNCH FREE:
SPEND $50 OR MORE IN THE GIFT
SHOP AND/OR AT THE FOOD
BAZAAR AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A
FREE LUNCH. SPEND $100 OR MORE
AND YOU WILL RECEIVE 2 FREE
LUNCHES. JUST SHOW US YOUR
RECEIPTS.

Plus for the KIDS.....
FACE PAINTING
ENTERTAINMENT
GAMES
KIDS GIFT IDEAS

50/50 Raffles Benefiting Sisterhood
Mickey Feldman’s Afghan will be raffled
to raise money for Sisterhood. $5 per
ticket or 10 tickets for $20.

Sunday, December 6, 2015
11:00 AM to 1:30 PM
Agudath Israel  Etz Ahayem

Winner of the 50/50 wins half the money
collected and the other half goes to
Sisterhood.

Enjoy Sisterhood’s
Famous Potato Latkes and
Hot Dog Luncheon
Always a winner!






Hot dogs, 2 Latkes, Coleslaw, Drink and Dessert $7.00
2 Hot dogs, 3 Latkes, Coleslaw, Drink and Dessert $9.00
Vegetarian Plate $7.00
Children 12 and under $5.00
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FROM OUR COMMUNITY SH’LICHA, DANA
Ever since I was a little girl I liked Hanukkah very
much. Eight full days off school, lots of chocolate
coins, and the most delicious fried food- Levivot and
Sufganiot = latkes and doughnuts. Honestly, you can
think Hanukkah is actually a southern holiday because
of all the fried food. But what I love most about
Hanukkah is lighting the candles every evening. I
remember how my mother used to call us from the first
floor, and we just left everything and gathered around
the Menorah, singing “Maoz Tzur” very loudly and off
key. After that I went outside, walked around my
neighborhood, and enjoyed seeing all the Menorahs in
the houses’ windows, shining so bright.
Hannukah is the holiday of lights, in which we
celebrate the miracle of the oil, lasting eight days in the
temple. On our dreidels we have four letters- Nun,
Gimel, Hey and Shin, which represent the sentence
“Nes Gadol Haya Sham” = A great miracle happened
there.

own fire will never be diminished.
Martin Luther King once said:
“Darkness cannot drive out
darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that.” Especially these
days, when so many people
around the world are fighting in
the name of hatred and darkness, I
believe that every day we have the opportunity to fight
back with light and love, and to do something amazing
for ourselves, and for each other.
I want to invite y’all to my upcoming events:
December 5th Hannukah Havdalatkes for teenagers:
Havdala and making latkes in my apartment, from 5:007:00 pm. Please contact me by December 1st to confirm
your attendance and to get directions: 334-201-6167,
dana.jfca@gmail.com

th
We are celebrating a miracle that happened thousands December 15 Café Israel: Current events’ media
of years ago, but what about small miracles that we can coverage, at Temple Beth Or from 7:00-8:00 pm.
celebrate every single day? Instead of waiting for
magical things to happen, let’s be our own miracle, our
Shalom,
family and friends’ miracle, our neighbors’ miracle, the
stranger in the street that we smiled to miracle. Each of
Dana
us has such a strong inner light, that we can pass on to
our surroundings. We can be like the Shamash, the one
candle that lights all the others. And the best part about
it, is that no matter how many candles it will light, its
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2016 Food Festival and
Treasure & Collectible Market

Save the date!
Temple Beth Or’s
al
Jewish Food Festiv

Sunday, February 28, 2016
9:00am – 2:00 pm
We are pleased to inform you that we
are accepting the following donated items now for
the Treasure and Collectible Market:
Ladies' Jewelry of all kinds

February 28, 2016

Ladies’ Accessories, Scarves, Evening Bags, Purses
Children’s Toys, Books, Furniture and Accessories
Furniture - in good condition
Artwork, Serving Pieces, Lamps & Accessories
Kitchen and Household Items – clean and in good
working condition
Flat Screen TV’s & Electronics – in working
condition with all plugs and connections attached.
This year we are expanding our book collection and
would appreciate Cookbooks (especially Jewish
cookbooks), Art books, Coffee Table books, and, of
course, any other books you would like to donate.

Playing canasta while handing
out cheesecakes.

Hosted by JFCA’s Sh’ lichah

Dana Korem
December 15  7:00 PM

Note: We have rooms available now! Please bring your items
to the Temple on Tuesday – Friday of any week. We cannot
accept used, large TVs, broken items of any sort, and we are
not accepting clothing.
The Annual Food Festival andTreasure & Collectible Market
is our only fundraiser for TBO. We will start working on
cooking committees after High Holy Days. Participating in
the kitchen and serving on one of the various committees is a
great way to meet fellow congregants and is a lot of fun. If
you have not participated in the past and would like to take a
more active role, please call or email me. We encourage you
to participate, and have several committees that would
welcome a co-chair. I’ll be happy to explain the various
committees and commitments to you so you can work any of
the various tasks into your schedule.
Looking forward to another successful event in 2016!!!
Jenny Ives, Chair
334-546-2521
jjives@charter.net

Café Israel at Temple Beth Or
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Thank You to our 2015 Food Festival
Sponsors
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Future events !
Tuesday, January 5, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part I: Adam & Eve.
Friday, January 8, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH
READING AND D’VAR TORAH.
Tuesday, January 12, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part II: Noah.
Thursday, January 14, 7 PM, Jewish Book Council author
Renato Barahona discusses his book "The Odyssey of the
Ship with Three Names" about a vessel that rescued over
7,700 Jewish refugees from the Balkans and transported them
to Israel. Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger Lecture
Series.
Saturday, January 16, 9:30 AM, Shabbat morning service
and Torah study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Tuesday, January 19, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens

offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part III: Abraham & Sarah.
Tuesday, January 19, 7 PM, JFCA's Sh’lichah's Café Israel
at AI*EA hosted by Dana Korem.
Tuesday, January 26, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part IV: Jacob.
Tuesday, February 2, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part V: Joseph.
Tuesday, February 9, 12:00 PM, Adult Ed: Rabbi Stevens
offers a six-part series TALES FROM THE MIDRASH;
imaginative stories and parables illuminate some of the great
heroes of Torah. Part VI: Moses.
Friday, February 12, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. TORAH
READING AND D’VAR TORAH.
Tuesday, February 16, 12 PM, Rabbi Stevens hosts five
adult education sessions that will explore contemporary
issues in such areas as medical ethics; technology;
social and business issues; ritual, Jewish identity
and others. A GUIDE TO THE COMPLEX: Class 1.
Saturday, February 20, 9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service and Torah study with Rabbi
Stevens. Light brunch served.
Tuesday, February 23, 12 PM, Rabbi Stevens
hosts five adult education sessions that will explore
contemporary issues in such areas as medical
ethics; technology; social and business issues;
ritual, Jewish identity and others. A GUIDE TO
THE COMPLEX: Class 2.
Tuesday, February 23, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth Or
Board Meeting.
Sunday, February 28, 9 AM - 2 PM, 2016:
Temple Beth Or's 12th Annual Food Festival.

L’Chaim League members serve Thanksgiving lunch to
residents of the Capital Heights Senior Home.
When scheduling
calendar events
involving the
Temple it is
important that you check dates with the
Federation and the Temple for potential
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their
number is 277-5820, and you can view the
community calendar at
www.jewishmontgomery.org.

NEED HELP GETTING
AROUND
DURING SERVICES?
A wheelchair and walker are
stored in the coat closet and
are available to members and
guests during Temple events.

If you have accumulated
unused Temple Beth Or
donation envelopes
please feel free to drop
them off at the Temple
office so they may be
reused.

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing.
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a
concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).
We need your help in order to offer ours.
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December 2015
Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net.

Sun

Mon

Tue
1
12:00 PM, Study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Basic
Judaism begins at
12 noon.

Wed
2

Thu
3

4

7

9

12:00 PM, Study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Basic
Judaism begins at
12 noon.

9:30 AM, Religion
School-Chanukah
Celebration

13

8

14

9:30 AM, Religion
School

15
12:00 PM, Study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Basic
Judaism begins at
12 noon.

5

16

10

11

12

11:30 AM,
L'Chaim League's
Chanukah
Luncheon at Mr.
G's Restaurant.

6 PM, Chanukah
family service and
dinner with Rabbi
Stevens. Service
will begin in
Sanctuary then
follow with dinner
in Social Hall.

17

18

19

6:00 PM
Shabbat Service

9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service
and Torah study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Light
brunch served.

25

26

7 PM, JFCA's
Sh’lichah's Café
Israel at TBO
hosted by Dana
Korem.
20

21

No Religion School
– Winter Break

22

23

24

5:45 PM, Temple
Beth Or Board
Meeting.

6:00 PM
Shabbat Service

Building will
openon
at
TBO office closed
5:30 PM
Thursday & Friday

27

28

29

Sat

6:00 PM
Shabbat Service.
TORAH
READING AND
D’VAR TORAH.
Birthday and
anniversary
blessings.

5:45 PM, Temple
Beth Or Board
Meeting
(November's
meeting).
6

Fri

30

31

No Religion School
– Winter Break

Jan. 1

Office
Closed

Temple hours will be 9 AM - 12, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Closed on Friday, January 1st. Temple will open
at 5:30 PM for Shabbat service on Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Peggy Cohn’s
Farewell Oneg
October 30, 2015

Holiday Hours and Information
The office will close Thurday,
December 24th at noon and be
closed all day Friday, December 25.
Gina Friday will be on vacation from
December 25 and will return to work on
Tuesday, January 5th. Office hours on
December 29, 30, 31 will be 9 AM noon. All efforts will be made to keep the
office open and the phones staffed during
her absence.
On Friday, December 25th and
January 1st the building will open at
5:30 PM for the 6 PM service.
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