
   

 

One of my fondest sayings 
– as I’m sure you’ve heard 
– is what Adam said to Eve 
as they were leaving the 
Garden of Eden:  “We are 
living in an age of 
transition.”  This is a 
truism, of course, for all 
ages, including ours – in 
terms of science and 

technology; international relations; the 
social and political spheres….and in 
American Judaism. 

One of the foremost scholars, authors and 
commentators on the American Jewish 
scene is my teacher, Dr. Lawrence 
Hoffman.  He, more than almost any 
other Jewish thinker, has charted and 
inspired the “ages of transition” of the 
American Jewish experience.  And he is 
coming to Montgomery this month to 
speak here, at Temple Beth Or!   

Having worked closely with Dr. Hoffman 
– one of Judaism’s top scholars of Jewish 
liturgy and ritual – on most of the 
Reform Movement’s liturgical 
publications over more than 30 years, 
including our new prayer book – I have 
been looking for an occasion to bring 
him to us.  This being my 40th year in 
the rabbinate (!), I finally extended the 
invite, and have been working with the 
Institute for Southern Jewish life to 
arrange a tour for him in other 
southern communities. 

Dr. Hoffman is just about the most 
brilliant, insightful, engaging and cogent 
speaker I have heard, and I am thrilled 
that he will be with us.  This is truly an 
event that I hope everyone in our 
community will attend. 

His topic will be:  “Limits, Truth and 
Meaning: The Anxious Search for 
Meaning in our Time.”  In describing his 
choice of topic, Dr. Hoffman notes that 

Judaism has known three revolutions in 
thought: the first, some 2000 years ago, 

gave us rabbinic Judaism and an 
emphasis on limits. The second, just 200 
years ago. gave us Reform Judaism and 
the centrality of truths. We are living 
through the third revolution now, he 
writes, and with it, the anxious search for 
meaning in our lives.   His lecture will 
chart these three revolutions emphasizing 
our own and the reason meaning has 
become so important for us today.  It’s a 
very appropriate topic for our time and 
our situation here in Montgomery. 

By way of further background, let me 
append some notes from his bio: 

“Dr. Lawrence A. Hoffman was ordained 
as a rabbi in 1969, received his Ph.D. in 
1973, and has taught since then at the 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute 
of Religion, in New York, where he also 
directed its School of Sacred Music. He 
teaches classes in liturgy, ritual, 
spirituality, theology and synagogue 
leadership. For almost forty years, he has 
combined research, teaching, and a 
passion for the spiritual renewal of North 
American Judaism. 

Rabbi Hoffman has written or edited over 
forty books, including My People's 
Prayer Book (Jewish Lights Publishing), 
a ten-volume edition of the Siddur with 
modern commentaries, which was named 
a National Jewish Book Award winner 
for 2007. His Rethinking Synagogues: A 
New Vocabulary for Congregational 
Life (Jewish Lights Publishing) and 
his Art of Public Prayer(Skylight Paths) 
are widely used by churches and 
synagogues as guides to organizational 
visioning and liturgical renewal. In 2011, 
he received a second National Jewish 
Book Award for co-authoring Sacred 
Strategies: Transforming Synagogues 
from Functional to Visionary (Alban 
Institute). 

His articles, both popular and scholarly, 
have appeared in eight languages and 
four continents, and include contributions 
to such encyclopedias as The Macmillan 

Encyclopedia of Religion, The Oxford 
Dictionary of Religion, The Encyclopedia 
of Judaism and The Encyclopedia of 
Religion in America. He syndicates a 
regular column which appears, among 
other places, in The Jewish Week and The 
Jewish Times. 

For many years, Rabbi Hoffman served 
as visiting professor of the University of 
Notre Dame, and has lectured at 
conferences and academic settings in 
many countries.  He is a past-president of 
the North American Academy of Liturgy, 
and received that organization's award for 
outstanding lifetime contributions to his 
field. 

In 1994, he co-founded "Synagogue 
2000," a trans-denominational project to 
envision the ideal synagogue "as moral 
and spiritual center" for the 21st century. 
As Synagogue 3000, it has launched Next 
Dor, a national initiative to engage the 
next generation through a relational 
approach featuring strong communities 
with transformed synagogues at their 
center. 

Elliot L. Stevens 
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Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As I recall, this is the time of year that families are busy filling out 
registration for summer camp if they did not already do it months ago 
to insure their child(ren) had a spot. I specifically refer to Jewish 
summer camp which is, hands down, the best investment Alan and I 
made in our three girls’ Jewish education, formal or informal. I use the 
word investment deliberately because the pay off is huge and summer 
camp is not inexpensive (more on that later), but it is worth every cent!  

Our girls spent their summers at URJ Camp Coleman in Cleveland, 
Georgia. The camp is rustic, but it was the place they could not wait to 
go and cried to leave every year. Honestly, they were difficult to be 
around for a few days after getting back from camp because they were 
“camp sick” and missed camp life and Jewish friends.  

I went to Camp Barney Mednitz (also in Cleveland, GA) one summer 
and it was just regular camp with Shabbat services on Friday evening 
and Saturday morning. The URJ camps are special because children are 
immersed in Judaism in a fun, creative way as a community. They 
attend services EVERY day, sing the birkat hamazon after meals and 
have Jewish programming woven into the camp experience of arts and 
crafts, swimming, sports, trips, etc. Everyone goes to and participates in 
services, so it is a very different experience from Shabbat services here. 
Shabbat evening services are special and the entire camp dresses in 
white and observes Shabbat right through to havdalah. The children 
come home more Jewishly educated because they live in a Jewish 
environment and it becomes part of them. Of course, making wonderful 
friends that last a lifetime is a big part of it, too. My children did not 
always like everyone at camp or in their bunk and there were 
sometimes issues they had to deal with, but the one thing that was 
unique is that they were NOT a minority - everyone being Jewish was 
freeing and strengthening. 

I looked at camp as a yearly vaccination to help the girls deal with all 
they would experience during the year when they may be the only Jew 
in their class at school, when they might have tests on a High Holy day 
when they would be absent from school, when they would be inundated 
with Christmas, prayers that excluded them before sports events they 
were playing and just life in a city where they were different. It worked 
and they all have a strong Jewish identity. Because of my children’s 
personal experiences, I am a strong advocate for URJ summer camps. 

Happily, the number of URJ camps is increasing - there are still the 
regional camps (though children are free to attend any camp in the 
country), but there are specialty camps like sports camp, sci-tech camp 

continued on page 5 

Recent Death 
  

Elizabeth Weil Oberdorfer  ז״ל 

January 4, 2015 
 

Sister of Mary Lynne Levy and aunt 
of Jim and Russell Levy  

Recent Death 
 

Felice Cohen ז״ל 

January 17, 2015   
 

Mother of Elliot Cohen, Sister of 
Richard Hanan 

Recent Death 
 

Dan Blitz   ז״ל

January 22, 2015   
 

Brother of Jeff Blitz 
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CARING FUND 
In Memory of Al Capp 

Gaby Capp 

CAROL HART EDUCATION FUND 
In Honor of Catherine Loeb's  

Bat Mitzvah  
Jean and Steve Schloss 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
In Memory of David R. Franco 

Corinne F. Capilouto 

FLORAL FUND 
In Memory of Beatrice Yellin 

Lisa and Andy Weil 

In Memory of Felice Hanan Cohen 
Barbara G. Landau 

Betty Ehrlich 
Corinne F. Capilouto 

Dr. Laurie J. Weil and Dr. Tommy Wool 
Karen and Lew Nyman 
Lee and Joan Conner 
Lori and Scott Dreffin 

Lorraine and Robert Lieberman  
Louisa and Michael Weinrib 
Lucille and Alan Goldsmith  

Lynette and J.B. Mazer  
Pat and Allen Dees  

Peggy and Michael Carlisle  
Robert Studin  

Rosalie and Albert Cohen  
Sasser, Sefton & Brown, P.C  

Sharon Berry  
Sybil and Larry Michalove 

Good health to Mike Stevens 
Lisa and Andy Weil 

In Memory of Stephen Tamor 
Karen and Lew Nyman 

GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of Beatrice Yellin 

Jo Anne and Buddy Rousso 

In Memory of Betty Bloom 
Alison and Greg Williamson  
Jo Anne and Buddy Rousso 

In Memory of my father, David R. Franco 
Rubin A. Franco 

In Memory of Elizabeth Weil Oberdorfer 
Edgar Simon and Roz Caplan 

In Memory of Felice Hanan Cohen 
Rubin A. Franco 

In Honor of Richard and Jeanette Hanan 
Mr. and Mrs. T.J. McLain 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of Felice Hanan Cohen 

Celia and Charles Dubin 

The Memory of our parents, H. Victor and 
Ann Kerns 

David M. Kerns 
Janice LeBlanc 

Susan Kerns 

YOUTH AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In Honor of Catherine Loeb's  

Bat Mitzvah  
Corinne F. Capilouto 

 

FEB BIRTHDAYS 

3 ........ Alan Weil Jr. 
3 ........ Mark Franco  
4 ........ Benjamin Weinrib  
5 ........ Daniel Markstein  
5 ........ Gilson Capilouto  
7 ........ Allen Dees  
12 ...... Hugh Bolen  
13 ...... Mike Winter  
13 ...... Lisa Weil  
19 ...... Hanna Berger  
19 ...... Adam Finkelstein  
21 ...... Barbara Leet  
25 ...... Carrie McKinney  

 
FEB ANNIVERSARIES 

3 ....... Robert & Lorraine Lieberman 
10 ..... Jack & Gracie Hanchrow 
21 ..... Steve & LaNette Clein 
28 ..... Bobby & Susan Kohn 

 

 

YAHRZEITS 

To be read 2/6/2015  
Abraham Feinman 

Sol Katz 
Goldie Lieberman 

James L. (Jimmy) Loeb, Sr. 
Dr. Joseph Weinrib 

 
To be read 2/13/2015  

Bernard Bolen 
Simanto Franco 

Mathilde "Teal" L. Kohn 
Edith Scheuer Weil 

Harold Yellin 
 

To be read 2/20/2015  
Matilde Alhadeff 

Dr. Morris Capilouto 
Eliot Capouya 
Carol R. Loeb 

Carolyn Abraham May 
Edward A. Posner 

Gloria Haas Shwarts 
Gail Straus 

Larry Toney 
Rossie Weil 

Edwin S. Wise, Jr. 
Cecily Wool 

 
To be read 2/27/2015  

Beulah "Bollie" Avzaradel 
Samuel Blitz 

Herman Blotner 
Louise Cooper 

Herbert F. "Jim" Levy 
Fred Richard 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Birthday and 
Anniversary Blessings 

on February 6. 

 
A JOYOUS SHABBAT – FOR YOUNG 

AND YOUNGER! 

TBO’s “Tot Shabbat” is a time for our 
youngest members to welcome Shabbat 
with song, dance, a few prayers and a 

special story.  Rabbi Stevens leads these 
fun services in the Library, from 5-5:30 

p.m., on the following Shabbats: 
 

February 13, March 20, May 15 
 

Make Shabbat a part of your young ones’ 
experience and memories. 

Saturday, February 21  
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
 

Saturday morning, Feb. 21, Rabbi 
Stevens will lead a Shabbat morning 
service.  Service will run from  9:30 

– 11:15 a.m. and include Torah 
study and a light brunch. 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820 and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND  
DURING SERVICES? 

A wheelchair and walker are stored in the coat closet and 
available to members and guests during Temple events. 

SISTERHOOD 

We were so happy to have so many in 
attendance for our annual Sisterhood 
Shabbat. We hope you enjoyed the 
Wine and Cheese reception. Thank you 
to Aimee Harris for a beautiful 
presentation. Turia Stark Williams 
along with Becky Taylor added such 
beautiful music to our service. Thank 
you for your preparation and inspiring 
music that always adds so much.  Susan 
Watson, Executive Director of the 
Alabama ACLU was our guest speaker. 

Susan has been in Montgomery for 2 
years and is passionate about her job. 
She is Jewish and  feels that her 
Judaism led her into her career of 
helping others seek justice. 

 Always a special thanks to Rabbi 
Stevens for planning our special service 
and for his continued support of 
Sisterhood. 

Peggy Cohn has  been in charge of gift 
shop for more years than I can recall. 
Her dedication and commitment 
extends beyond words. Peggy knows 
how to run a business and took that 
knowledge and put it into our gift shop. 
Through her efforts in purchasing and 
selling, the gift shop is in a great 
financial shape! Thank you Peggy for 
all of your years and time you have 
given. We know you are here to make 
the transition to whomever will assume 
your role (I can't say take your place 
because you can't be replaced)!  

So that brings me to ask any of you if 
you would like to add your touch and 
take over our gift shop. Please 
remember that the gift shop is not only 

for Temple members but for others in 
our community. Please contact me if 
you are interested. 

The Food Festival is upon us!  I hope to 
hear from each and every one of you 
letting me know what you want to do to 
help. Preparing and working on the day 
of is incredibly fun. Don't miss out! 

Karen Goldstein 
Sisterhood President 

* * * 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

On Sunday, February 8th at 2:00 
p.m., the L’Chaim League will 
attend ASF’s “Always…Patsy 
Cline.”  The deadline has expired for 
L’Chaim League group ticket 
purchases. You can purchase 
additional tickets at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival. 

Sharon Berry, L'Chaim League Director  
(334)262-3314 ext. 223  

lchaimleage2246@yahoo.com 

* * * 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

It’s February, a month that still sees 
the type of weather that can make 
one want to say indoors and watch a 
good movie.  So, for this month 
we’re going to highlight some of the 
films we have in the temple library. 

Wallenberg: A Hero’s Story (AV 
692 WALL 2011): Starring Richard 
Chamberlain. 

David & Layla (AV 692 DAV 
2009): Called a modern-day Romeo 
& Juliet story. 

A Woman Named Golda (AV 
692.7998 WOM 2009): Starring 
Ingrid Bergman. 

Munich (AV 692 MUN 2006): 
Dramatization of the 1972 Olympic 
tragedy. 

The Impossible Spy (AV 692 IMP 
2005): Based on the life of Elie 
Cohen.  

The Pianist (AV 692 pia2002): The 
film that won Adrien Brody his 
Oscar. 

Exodus (AV 692.828 EXO 2002): 
The classic film based on Leon Uris’ 
novel. 

Fiddler on the Roof (AV 692 FID 
2001) 

Brighton Beach Memoirs (AV 692 
bri1986): A Neil Simon classic.  

Monsieur Ibrahim (AV 692 
MON2003): Starring Omar Sharif. 

Making Trouble: Three Generations 
of Funny Jewish Women (AV 798.77 
MAK 2007) 

Lost in Yonkers (AV 692 los1993): 
Another Neil Simon classic. 

Eric A. Kidwell, MLS 

If you have accumulated unused 
Temple Beth Or donation envelopes 

please feel free to drop them off at the 
Temple office so they may be reused. 
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President’s Message, continued from page 2. 

and song leader training.  

The fact is we have fewer 
children in religion school and 
there are challenges associated 
with that. I encourage every 
family to consider sending their 
child to a URJ camp. Jacobs 
Camp in Utica, Mississippi is 
now our regional camp. Temple 
Beth Or has a fund to assist with 
camp tuition and the Jewish 
Federation has also given 
scholarships in the past. Please 
ask at the Temple office for an 
application.  

If it is February it is FOOD 
FESTIVAL TIME  

Jenny Ives is once again 
chairing the Food Festival and 
doing a fabulous job. She and 

her chair people have been 
working hard to make the 2015 
Festival another huge success. 
The freezers are full of delicious 
bakery items, but there is still 
cooking to be done. PLEASE 
volunteer to help before and on 
February 22nd. You do not have 
to be a cook to help – extra 
hands are much needed and 
greatly appreciated, plus it is a 
lot of fun to work with 
wonderful people doing 
something for Temple Beth Or. 
This event is great for our 
congregation and our 
community, so please help. 

L’shalom 

 

Agudath Israel 
  

Etz Ahayem  
Adult Education 

Introduction to Judaism * 6 PM 

Alan Weil baking rugelach for the 
upcoming Food Festival. 

February 19 
February 26 

March 5 
March 12 

March 19 
March 26 
April 16 
April 23 

BEDTIME BUNDLES 
 

Members of our temple community contributed to Bedtime Bundles 
more generously than ever before.  The staff at Child Protect is 

grateful for the help we are giving the unfortunate children who are 
brought to their agency. 

 
Below is a list of he items contributed in Nov. and Dec. 2014: 

A warm "thank you" to all who contributed so generously for this 
amazing agency. 

 
Louisa and Michael Weinrib  

30 sets of pajamas 
9 stuffed animals 

42 boy's underpants 
67 girl's underwear (camis and 

briefs) 
74 pairs of socks 

4 plush throw blankets 
1 hooded towel poncho 

1 blanket sleeper 
7 notebooks and journals 

3 boxes of pencils and one pencil 
case 

1 pkg. of ballpoint pens 
14 boxes of colored markers 

(crayons and pens) 
101-piece color art suitcase 

15 books 
3 song books 

8 games or puzzles 
2 toothbrushes 

3 sets of barrettes 
bracelets 
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Over the last few months, Louisa Weinrib has been reading 
for fun and enlightenment one of the huge old volumes of 
minutes from our temple's history.  She shares the 
following interesting tidbits: 

 January 13, 1901  at the Annual Meeting Rabbi A. J. 
Messing reported there are 125 students in Sabbath 
School.  The members are building a new Temple for 
$50,000, and have also contributed to the Jewish 
Orphans' Home in New Orleans, the Home for 
Consumptives in Denver, and to Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati. 

 June 6, 1902  Kahl Montgomery's Golden Jubilee 
celebration with the dedication of the new temple at the 
corner of Sayre and Clayton Streets.  There was 
extensive coverage in the local newspaper, testimonials 
from visiting dignitaries, music, and the viewing of the 
art glass memorial windows.  Master  Lucien Loeb 
presented the "perpetual lamp" and recited the first 3 
verses of Genesis, and Lottie Greil presented a golden 
key to the temple to President David Weil on behalf of 
the children. 

 January 11, 1903.  Pew owners or pew renters who 
have the habit of expectorating shall be required to 
apply to the Board of Administration for cuspidors to 
be placed in their pews at their expense. 

 June 15, 1906  Rabbi Messing resigned after 9 years, 
and was succeeded by Dr. Bernard C. Ehrenrich, who 
served until 1921.  The minutes reflect, that though 
beloved by the membership and community, he was at 

odds with the Board 
over many issues, e.g. 
his Camp Kawaga for 
boys in the northwoods 
of Wisconsin (ed. note: 
attended for many 
summers by my father.), 
his chaplaincy to Jewish soldiers at Camp Sheridan, a 
U.S. Army National Guard mobilization and training 
camp on the north side of Montgomery 1917-19, and 
his desire to publish a congregational bulletin and to 
teach advanced Hebrew.  These disputes went on and 
on for years, ending only when Rabbi Ehrenrich left 
Montgomery.  It is interesting that in the early 1930s, 
Mrs. Ehrenrich left a nice bequest to Kahl 
Montgomery. 

 January 13, 1907 At the Annual Meeting Rabbi 
Ehrenrich's first message concerned changes to the 
Sabbath School, and a call to the congregation to 
prepare for an expected influx of immigrants from 
Russia through the port of Galveston. 

 April 5, 1914  $100 was appropriated in case it was 
needed to aid in completing the Orthodox Synagogue 

 January 16, 1918  At the Annual Meeting, President 
David Weil said that our country is at war with the 
country of birth of many members, and every Jew is 
loyal to the U.S.  Members have chaired civic drives 
for the War effort - Liberty Bonds, Red Cross, 
hospitality for soldiers at Camp Sheridan, fuel for the 
poor, etc.  

The Temple Beth Or Library Lecture Series, sponsored by 
the Rothschild-Blachschleger Library Fund, is proud to 
present Dr. J. Mills Thornton III, who will speak here in 
conjunction with this year’s observance of the 50th 
anniversary of the bus boycott and the Voting Rights march 
from Selma to Montgomery.  The program will take place on 
March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Baylinson Social Hall. 

Dr. Thornton, a native Alabamian, was on the history faculty 
at the University of Michigan from 1974 to 2010, and 
recently returned to Montgomery.   

His 1980 article “Challenge and Response in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-1956,” published in The 
Alabama Review, was later expanded into a book:  Dividing 
Lines: Municipal Politics and the Struggle for Civil Rights in 

Montgomery, Birmingham and Selma (Tuscaloosa 2002).  
The book was honored in 2003 with the Organization of 
American Historians’ Liberty Legacy Foundation Award.   
His first book was Politics and Power in a Slave Society:  
Alabama, 1800 – 1860.  The January 1914 issue of the 
Alabama Review devoted its entire 
issue to a career perspective on this 
extraordinary historian. 

Dr. Thornton is a renowned scholar 
and speaker, and we hope that many 
will attend this important program, and 
bring your guests as well. 

CIVIL RIGHTS SCHOLAR TO SPEAK AT TEMPLE MARCH 19 
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On February 4th we are celebrating Tu 
B'shvat, the Jewish New Year for the 
trees. This holiday is one of the most 
interesting holidays that we have as a 
Jewish people. 

All of this day is devoted to the value of 
protection and appreciation for our 
environment. The world is changing fast 
and in Israel as in any Western country 
the environment gets hurt by pollution 
and trash that we humans make. 

 Every year on this specific day a lot of 
projects such as recycling, cleaning and 
planting trees take place all over Israel. 
This year, we have a "Sh’mita year." 
We are in the seventh year of the seven-
year agricultural cycle mandated by the 
Torah for the Land of Israel and still 
observed it in our days. During a 
"Sh’mita year," the land is left to lie 

fallow and all agricultural activity, 
including plowing, planting, pruning 
and harvesting, is forbidden by 
“halakha” (Jewish law). Other 
cultivation techniques (such as 
watering, fertilizing, weeding, spraying, 
trimming and mowing) may be 
performed as a preventative measure 
only, not to improve the growth of trees 
or other plants. Therefore this year there 
will be no planting, but a lot of trips. 

Many people will travel all over the 
country, enjoying the fresh air and the 
green all around. They will  help with 
cleaning the country we love and 
protect so much or just explore 
interesting nature places in  Israel 
especially in the north of the country 
that offers lovely forests and amazing 
landscapes. 

This holiday 
shows that 
the Jewish 
people knows 
and always 
knew that the 
future of our 
planet is 
important 
and that we 
are willing to keep the world green and 
clean. We need to be grateful for the 
land that gives  us so much. We need to 
keep and take care of our planet for our 
future and for the future of the ones who 
will come  after us.   

Together we can make the change and 
make this world a clean and better 
place.  

Tu B'shvat - Barak Levy, Shaliach 

Below are photos from recent L’Chaim events:  
Susan Willis discusses upcoming events for ASF.  In 
November, L’Chaim served Thanksgiving Lunch with 
Bingo & Prizes to over 50 residents of the Capital 
Heights Senior Home.  
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Future Events 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

RABBI’S ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM, 2014 – 2015 

Upcoming classes: 
Tuesday, 2/3 ................. Noon ............................. Mysticism III, Lurianic Kabbalah 
Tuesday, 2/17 ............... Noon ............................. Mysticism IV, Zohar 
Tuesday, 3/3 ................. Noon ............................. Mysticism V, Hassidism 
Tuesday, 3/17 ............... Noon ............................. Mysticism VI, Modern Mysticism 
Tuesday 3/31 ................ Noon ............................. Sexual Values I, Basic Principles 
Tuesday 4/14 ................ Noon ............................. Sexual Values II, Jewish Law 

Rabbi Stevens has selected four major themes for this year’s Adult Education programs – 
each on a Tuesday during the lunch hour – beginning at the end of August and continuing 
into May. 

The four themes are:  THE JEWISH VIEWS OF GOD; INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM; 
SURVEY OF JEWISH MYSTICISM, and JEWISH SEXUAL VALUES. 

JOIN US for the joy of learning and fellowship.  No prior experience necessary! (See the 
August bulletin, available on the TBO website, for the complete listings.) 

CLASS III:  INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH MYSTICISM  
The Jewish mystical tradition, assumed by many modern Jews to have been only peripheral 
to mainstream Judaism, has in fact been central to our tradition since biblical times. Jewish 
mysticism has influenced Jewish philosophy, practice, liturgy and worship, and offers a vast 
literature. The literature of Jewish mysticism includes biblical texts, commentaries, parables, 
prayers and mystical testimonies, extending well into modern times. Jewish mysticism 
continues to influence all streams of Judaism into our own day.  

Wednesday, March 4, 6 PM, Purim 
Service - Costumes (adults, too!), Purim 
Pranks, the famous Megillah and 
Hamentaschen! In the TBO Library. 
Friday, March 13, 6 PM, Huntingdon 
College Night Shabbat Service and 
reception. 
Thursday, March 19, 7 PM, Dr. J. Mills 
Thornton III presents on Montgomery 
during the Civil Rights Era. Dr. Thornton is 
a renowned scholar of the period. 
Sponsored by TBO Library Lecture Series. 
Friday, March 20, 5 PM, Family Chavurah 
"Tot" Shabbat service in the Blachschleger 
Library - suitable for children of all ages. 
Saturday, March 21, 9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service and Torah study with 
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Tuesday, March 24, 5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board Meeting. 

Friday, March 27, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. 
TORAH READING AND D’VAR 
TORAH. 
Tuesday, March 31, 7 PM, JFCA's 
Sh’lichah's Café Israel at TBO hosted by 
Barak Levy. Topic: IDF Military Bands. 
Friday, April 3, 6 PM, First Seder. Seating 
will begin at 5:30 PM, with the service to 
begin promptly at 6:00. Shabbat worship: 
5:15 - 5:45 PM. 
Thursday, April 9, 7 PM, Returning guest 
speaker and author, T.K. (Teresa) Thorne 
speaks on her new book, "Angels at the 
Gate." Sponsored by the Lucien Loeb 
L'Chaim League. 
Friday, April 10, 6 PM, Shabbat service 
led by Temple Beth Or youth (grades 4-9). 
Family dinner to follow service. 
Wednesday, April 15, 9:30 - Noon, AUM 
Holocaust Education Program. Holocaust 

survivors tell their stories and answer 
questions. Location: AUM Athletic 
Complex. Contact Dr. Sheila Guidry for 
information at 244-3268. 
Saturday, April 18, 9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service and Torah study with 
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Sunday, April 19, 4 PM-7PM, JFCA Israel 
Independence Celebration. More 
information to follow. 
Friday, April 24, 6 PM, Shabbat Service. 
TORAH READING AND D’VAR 
TORAH. 
Tuesday, April 28, 5:45 PM, Temple Beth 
Or Board Meeting. 
Tuesday, May 12, 7 PM, JFCA’s Shaliach 
Café’ Israel at TBO hosted by Barak Levy. 
Topic: To be decided. 
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2014 Food Festival 
Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SILVER SPONSOR 

Aliant Bank 

BBVA Compass Bank 

Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey CPA 

Cohens Electronics & Appliances Inc. 

Dignity Memorial 

Sterling Bank 
 

SPONSOR 

AlaTrust, Inc. 

Aronov Insurance 

Furlongs Security, Inc. 

Mark the date! 

TBO 12th Annual Food Festival & Treasure Market 
Sunday, February 22, 2015 

9:00 AM until 2:00 PM 

We are requesting that each Temple 
member contact Karen to participate or 
volunteer to work on the day of the 
Festival if you have not already done so. 
To volunteer, you may complete the 
form on the reverse side and leave at the 
office or contact  Karen Goldstein: 
kackaboo@gmail.com or 265-1145. We urge you to get 
involved and be a part of this energized group of Temple 
members! 
 
The Treasure/Collectible Market is still accepting the 
following items for the 2015 event. The deadline for 
donating items is Sunday, February 8th.  Remember, all 
donations are tax deductible. Forms are available at the TBO 
office. 

Please make sure each item is clean, in working order and 
that the cords, parts, etc. parts are attached.  
Please donate large television boxes to another charity of 
your choice. Pick up service is not available. 
 
We sincerely appreciate everyone that has already 
volunteered and been working on this event! If you are 
unable to participate, we welcome your donation. Please 
make your check payable to Temple Beth Or and note Food 
Festival on the check. 
 

Thank you, 
 
Jenny Ives 
2015 Food Festival Chair 
jjives@charter.net or 263-4984 

 Furniture - in good 
condition 

 Sterling silver jewelry 
 Costume jewelry 
 Toys and Games 
 Ladies' Accessories Hats, 

Scarves, Evening Bags 
 Lamps 
 Paintings 
 Pictures 

 Wall Hangings 
 Picture Frames 
 China, Glasses, Crystal, 

Dishes, Flatware (not 
chipped), (sets of four or 
more) 

 Appliances – in working 
order 

 Electronics  
 Books 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious 
School: Tu 
B'Shevat, 
Temple Beth Or 

2 3 
 
Noon, ADULT 
EDUCATION: 
Rabbi’s class on 
“Lurianic 
Kabbalah.” 

4 5 6 7 

8 
 
9:30 AM, Kol Ami 
Religious 
School, Temple 
Beth Or 

9 10 11 12 
 
7 PM 
Guest speaker, 
Rabbi Lawrence 
A. Hoffman, 
PhD. One of 
American 
Jewry’s great 
scholars and 
speakers, on the 
great 
revolutions in 
Jewish thought. 

13 
 
 
5 PM, Tot 
Shabbat service 
in the 
Blachschleger 
Library  
 
6 PM,  
Shabbat service 

14 

15 
 
9:30 AM, No 
School - 
President's Day 
Holiday 
Weekend 

16 17 
 
Noon, ADULT 
EDUCATION: 
Rabbi’s class on 
“Mysticism in 
the Zohar.” 

18 19 20 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
service. Turia 
Stark Williams 
will sing from 
the bimah. 

21 
 
9:30 AM, 
Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 

22 
 
9:30 AM, No 
School -  
 

 
9 AM - 3 PM 
TBO FOOD 
FESTIVAL 

23 24 
 
5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board 
Meeting. 

25 26 27 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
Service. TORAH 
READING AND 
D’VAR TORAH 

28 

Future 
calendar 
dates on 
page 8. 
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February 2015 Bulletin 

2/1 Tu B'Shevat 
2/8 
3/1 
3/8 

3/15 Model Seder 
4/12 
4/19 
4/26 

Kol Ami  
Religious School 

 
Temple Beth Or 

February 1 Strudel  Susan Finklestein, 272-5270/sfinklestein@knology.net 
February 2 Praline Matzah Diane Weil, 324-7550/dianeweil@me.com 
February 8 Latkes  Susan Bernstein, 281-4340/susanbernstein@gmail.com 
February 9 Kugel  Kelly Capouya, 244-9638/kncapouya@gmail.com 

2015 Food Festival Cooking Schedule 
 
Cooking time begins at 9 AM unless otherwise noted. Time and dates are subject to change 
so please call the Temple to confirm times.  

* - denotes that date is reserved on an “if needed” basis. 

Alvin Steinhart Scholarships for Postsecondary 
Education are now available.  Applicants must be: 

 Jewish 
 Members of Temple Beth Or 
 Graduating High School Seniors or Current College 

Students 
 

Applications are available through the Temple office.  
Deadline for submission is April 1st.  Please contact Diane 
Weil at dianeweil@me.com if you need further information.  


