A VIEW FROM THE BIMAH

December 2016 ~ Nisan/Tevet 5777

Judaism teaches clearly that we have
no monopoly on the truth – as in the
Talmudic teaching that “the
righteous of all nations have a place
in the World to Come” – we liberals
and we conservatives hold
absolutely legitimate though
different visions of what is best for
our country, once we get beyond the
expressions of bigotry and hate that
characterized so much of this
election cycle. Some of these
differences in political philosophy or
our visions of a just society go back
literally centuries, e.g., on whether a
strong central government will be
more fair and effective for our
citizens that a model favoring local
control [states’ rights] and a federal
government whose primary concern
should be restricted to certain core
areas, such as foreign policy and
As the tenor of our national debate
keeping our country safe. Still, I
still seems sharp and very divisive, I
personally remain very wary of a
would like to reiterate my
presidency that begins with
conclusion, from a Jewish
demagoguery and bigotry, and
perspective, how important it is that
without any governing experience,
we remember one of the core
and can only hope that wisdom will
teachings of Torah: that we are
prevail and our new president will
created in the image of God – all
practice what he has preached about
humanity, every one. It seems
almost like a platitude to say so, but being president for all Americans.
think of the implication in terms, for I don’t think it’s too much of a
stretch, by the way, to find a linkage
example, of not denigrating or
here to the themes of Chanukah.
demonizing the “other”; of
For the story of Chanukah begins
welcoming the stranger into our
midst and treating them as citizens, not with an invasion from outside
Israel, but from competing forces
as we are taught in Leviticus 19.
within that erupted into civil war –
As I wrote in my sermon, by not
between those who welcomed
“demonizing the other,” moving
Hellenism and embraced the modern
forward must also mean not
world of Hellenistic culture, religion
demonizing those with different
and philosophy, and those who
views of what it means to have a just
rejected it, fearing it would
society or a just business model or
undermine the Jewish orthodoxy of
what is best for America in our
the time. The Maccabees, after their
relationships with the world. Just as
As I write this, the
recent election and its
very surprising outcome
is still very much a topic
of conversation, more
than just about any I can
remember. More of our
members have asked for
copies of my sermons
before and (especially) after the
election than for any other; these are
now posted, thanks to Pam
Hitchcock, on our website, at
templebethor.net. Questions abound
as to what a Trump presidency will
mean for our economy, our foreign
relations, our relationship with
Israel, and our ongoing agenda in
such areas as abortion rights, health
care, immigration law and the
environment.

continued on page 8
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MARK THE DATE . . .

Saturday, December 3, 10 AM, Cindy
Kaufman Bat Mitzvah
Friday, December 9, 6 PM, Shabbat
service with full choir ensemble.
Saturday, December 17, 9:30 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch
served.
Friday, December 23, 6 PM,
Chanukah family service and dinner
with Rabbi Stevens. Service and dinner
will be held in the Social Hall.
Reservations will be needed for dinner
portion. More information to follow.
Saturday, December 24, Sunset, First
candle lighting of Chanukah.
Sunday, December 25, 5 PM, Dutch
Treat Dinner at Mr. Chen's on Atlanta
Highway. RSVP to Gina Friday
(bethor@templebethor.net) or Rabbi
Stevens (Rabbiels@templebethor.net),
or by calling the Temple office at 334262-3314.
Tuesday, January 10, Noon, Adult Ed:
Introducing the Prophets - The
prophetic period in the context of
Jewish history, the nature of prophesy,
and selected readings to illustrate the
prophetic method.
Friday, January 13, 6 PM, Shabbat
service with full choir ensemble.
Saturday, January 14, 9:30 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch
served.
Tuesday, January 17, Noon, Adult Ed:
Introducing the Prophets - The
prophecies of the three Isaiahs.
Friday, January 20, 5 PM, Family
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in the
Blachschleger Library - suitable for
children of all ages.
Tuesday, January 24, Noon, Adult Ed:
Introducing the Prophets - The prophet
Jeremiah: His life and writings.
Tuesday, January 31, Noon, Adult Ed:
Introducing the Prophets - The prophet
continued on page 18
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Please be understanding of others
when you come to Temple by
avoiding heavily scented perfumes,
colognes and lotions.

Too often, we take things for granted and fail to acknowledge
our God given blessings. Judaism teaches us to be mindful of
these blessings throughout the year. In many passages of our
prayer book, we recognize God’s gifts to us and we are
grateful. From the 100th Psalm, we are told to “enter unto
God’s gates with thanksgiving and into God’s courts with
praise. Give thanks unto God and bless God’s name”.
I share the words above from my Bar Mitzvah speech almost
54 years ago. As we have recently celebrated Thanksgiving
and had the opportunity to share our blessings with family and
friends, I can only hope that the words spoken in my youth
remain a part of me today.
We can certainly acknowledge the blessing of once again
sharing in the Thanksgiving service with our friends from First
United and the Church of the Ascension. What a beautiful
service we shared and how grateful we are to be part of this
extended family.
But Thanksgiving shouldn’t end with a holiday weekend and
too much food. It continues by giving back through
participation at the Temple and volunteering your time and
effort to make Temple projects more meaningful and
successful. You will soon be called upon to volunteer for the
Food Festival. I ask that you make the first move and offer
your service, not waiting to be called or asked. There is no
better form of good deed than to give of oneself without being
asked.
I close the same way as I did so many years ago. “Teach me
to use my power for the benefit of my fellowmen, so that the
hearts of Your children may be gladdened by the work of my
hands.”
See you in Temple!

John Ives

Saturday, December 17
Shabbat Morning Service

On Saturday morning, December 17th,
Rabbi Stevens will lead a Shabbat
morning service. Service will run
from 9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include
Torah study and a light brunch.
2

Contributions to Funds
We greatly appreciate the people who support
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring
their friends and loved ones through their
generous contributions. Those that are
received after the 20th of the month will be in
the next bulletin.

Bequest and Contingency Fund
In Support of the new camera system
Kathie and Raymond Cohen
General Fund
In Memory of Jack H. Abraham, Jr.
Marlene and Rick Beringer
In Memory of Robert S. Weil
Robin and Jeff Blitz
Lucien Loeb Memorial Fund Thanksgiving Project
In Appreciation of the
High Holy Day Aliyah
Kathie and Raymond Cohen
Prayerbook Fund
Honoring Dr. Ralph E. Capouya on
his 90th Birthday
Corinne F. Capilouto
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Shana Tova "
5777"
Betty and Prosper Ziri
In Honor of Gina Friday
Barbara and Robert Shinpaugh
On the Yahrzeits of William E. Greene
and Lila Inez Greene
Celia and Charles Dubin

Birthday and
Anniversary Blessings
on December 2nd
DEC ANNIVERSARIES
10 ..... Buddy & Jo Anne Rousso
10 ..... Kenneth & Celia Wool
17 ..... Morris & Leslie Capp
20 ..... Russell & Sherry Levy
27 ..... Al & Sharon Benn
29 ..... Maurice & Peggy Mussafer
30 ..... David & Loren Franco

DEC BIRTHDAYS
3 ........ Esther Scheuer
8 ........ Jan Hoffman
9 ........ Kenny Capouya
10 ...... Kenneth Wool
10 ...... Barbara Shinpaugh
10 ...... Jamie Loeb Jr.
11 ...... Edward Abraham
13 ...... Rubin Franco
15 ...... Gisele Pirofsky
19 ...... Sharon Berry
21 ...... Shirley Beringer
24 ...... Ward Newcomb
26 ...... Michael Anderson
30 ...... Michael Beringer

Recent Death

YAHRZEITS
To be read 12/2/16
11/27/2016.... Beatrice Feinberg Levy
11/27/2016.... Marcelle Sabel Moers
11/29/2016.... Leonel Weil
11/29/2016.... Lucien S. Loeb
11/29/2016.... Peggy Simon
11/30/2016.... William Greene
12/3/2016...... Morris Capouano
To be read 12/9/16
12/4/2016...... Julian S. Leet
12/5/2016...... Charles McDaniel
12/6/2016...... Amelia Strauss Schloss
12/6/2016...... Mose Brownstein
12/7/2016...... Eli R. Capouya
12/7/2016...... Evalyn Rosenberg
12/7/2016...... Nellie Beringer
12/8/2016...... Babs Landau Klein
12/8/2016...... Charles Max Stiller
12/8/2016...... Edna Rosen
12/8/2016...... Florence M. Wolfson
12/10/2016.... Deborah Marcus
To be read 12/16/16
12/11/2016.... Rica Cohen
12/12/2016.... Adolph Weil, Jr.
12/12/2016.... Carol Weil
12/12/2016.... Harold Jay Coleman, Sr.
12/13/2016.... Arthur Beringer, Sr.
12/13/2016.... Lillie O. Hart
12/13/2016.... Virginia Dorosin
12/16/2016.... Berneice Blachschleger
12/16/2016.... Phyllis Simon
12/16/2016.... Seymour Gitenstein
To be read 12/23/16
12/18/2016.... Morris Finkelstein
12/19/2016.... June Cohn
12/19/2016.... Myron J. Rothschild
12/19/2016.... Thelma B. Monsky
12/20/2016.... Steven Potts
12/21/2016.... Frances Mandell
12/21/2016.... Jerry Tillinger
12/22/2016.... Edward Clein
To be read 12/30/16
12/25/2016.... Adler Rothschild
12/25/2016.... Barbara Marcus
12/26/2016.... Anna Caroline Coleman
12/27/2016.... Hannah Roswald Abraham
12/27/2016.... Joseph Neuman
12/30/2016.... Bernice Loeb Levy
12/30/2016.... Sylvan Robert Cohn
12/31/2016.... Sylvan Ives

Robert S. “Bobby” Weil ז״ל
October 25, 2016


Father of Virginia (Vicki), Rosalind
and Robert (Bobby) II
Uncle of Laurie, Jan and Andy
3

I wish you all a very Happy
Chanukah. And I wish you all good
Our annual cheesecake fundraiser
health and happiness with each
had another successful year. Many
candle you light. Enjoy the traditions
thanks to all who bought and sold
of spinning the dreidel, eating latkes
cheesecakes. Marlene Beringer(even and recalling the special event of the
with a broken elbow) and Lisa Weil Temple oil lasting eight days ,not
did another fantastic job! With
just one day.
money raised Sisterhood will be able
Susan Finklestein
help with many projects at the
Sisterhood President
Temple.
***
The Church of Ascension hosted our
SISTERHOOD

annual Joint Thanksgiving service
on Tuesday, November 22nd at 7:00
p.m. It was a beautiful service with
our community of friends. Next
year will be our year to host this
event.

L’CHAIM LEAGUE

Thanksgiving Lunch/Bingo was
such a huge success again this year!
Thanks to our many volunteers:
Arnold Finkelstein, Susan
Finkelstein, Sharon McDaniel, Rita
Our Chanukah Dinner is
Rosenthal, Pam Hitchcock, Joyce
DECEMBER 23rd. It is chaired
McLendon (Gina’s step-mother),
again this year by Jenny Ives and
Jimmy Smith, and Tzlil McDonald
Karen Leiberman. Please make your who served the food and assisted
reservations early as we will not be with handing out door prizes, as well
accepting reservations at the door.
as bingo prizes.
Your check and completed form are
Many thanks also to Louisa Weinrib,
a guarantee for your reservation.
Emily Allen, and Susan Finkelstein
Look for the ad with more
for providing delicious desserts. We
information in this bulletin. Please
served over 70 people! Much thanks
say yes when Karen or Jenny call.
to our donors and those that
Susan Bernstein will be frying.
provided door prizes: Raymond and
LATKES on Friday, DECEMBER
Kathie Cohen, Betty Ehrlich, Ruth
16th at 9:00. We need your help, so Rosenthal, Corinne F Capilouto,
please come join the fun!
Harriette Dorosin, Chris and Rick
Ginsburg, Bob Weisberg and Claire
Weil, Louisa and Michael Weinrib,
Betty and Prosper Ziri, Marlene and
Rick Beringer, Emily Allen and
Ronnie Rosen and Joan Loeb.
Save the date: Thursday, Dec. 29th.
The Chanukah Luncheon will be
held at Sinclair's on Vaughn Road.
We will have a delicious menu and
program.
Watch your newsletters for some
exciting programs coming up in
January and February of 2017.
NEW OUTREACH PROJECT:
For all of you that get the Penny
item at Publix each week: For any
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item that you get that you do not
want, please bring it to Temple Beth
Or, and we will send over the
packages to the Capitol Heights
Senior Home. They have a food
pantry for their residents. They
welcome any food items that we
wish to send. Please keep this in
mind, with your unwanted items.
They are so grateful for everything
that we do, that this seems like it
would be an appropriate project that
we can do with very little effort.
Join us at anytime, by attending
events, contributing to our projects,
or letting me know if there is some
special program or trip, you'd like to
see happen. I will make every effort
to see that it gets done.
Hope to see you soon.
Linda R Smith
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com
(P.S. Please add Chanukah luncheon
to your calendars)
***
FROM THE LIBRARY
For December, we continue our
tradition of highlighting Hanukkah
(or Chanukah)-related titles in the
temple library collection. By the
time you receive your bulletin, most
of these titles will be found on
display in the library.
Haneirot Halalu These Lights Are
Holy: A Home Celebration of
Chanuka, edited by Elyse D.
Frishman; illustrated by Leonard
Baskin (247 FRI 1989)
A Kosher Christmas: ‘Tis the
Season to Be Jewish, by Joshua Eli
Plaut (247.9 PLA 2102)
Hanukkah: The Family Guide to
Spiritual Celebration (2nd edition),
by Dr. Ron Wolfson, edited by Joel
Lurie Grishaver (247 WOL 2001)
Hanukkah in America: A History,
by Dianne Ashton (247.7 ASH

of the Missing Menorahs – A
Hanukkah Humdinger! (Rabbi
How to Spell Chanukah and Other
Rocketpower series), by Rabbi
Holiday Dilemmas: 18 Writers
Susan Abramson and Aaron
Celebrate 8 Nights of Lights, edited
Dvorkin; illustrations by Ariel
by Emily Franklin. (247.5 FRA
DiOrio. (Juv 247.5 ABR 2007).
2007)
Hershel and the Hanukkah
The Hanukkah Anthology, by
Goblins, by Eric A. Kimmel,
Philip Goodman. (247 GOO 1976)
illustrations by Trina Schart Hyman.
Lighting the Way to Freedom:
A Caldecott Honor Book. (Juv
Treasured Hanukkah Menorahs of 247.5 KIM 1985)
Early Israel, by Aaron Ha’Tell and
When Mindy Saved Hanukkah,
Yaniv Ben Or (247.1 HA’T 2006)
story by Eric A Kimmel, pictures by
Chanukah Lights (a pop-up book), Barbara McClintock (JUV 247.53
by Michael J. Rosen and Robert
KIM 1998)
Sabuda. (247.59 ROS 2011)
The Power of Light: Eight Stories
The Art of Hanukkah, by Nancy M. for Hanukkah by Isaac Bashevis
Berman. (247.1 BER 1996)
Singer, pictures by Irene Lieblich
(JUV 247.53 SIN 1980)
A Hanukkah Celebration (music
CD) (AV 686.3 HAN 2003) This
How Do Dinosaurs Say Happy
title is part of the Milken Archive of Chanukah?, by Jane Yolen and
American Jewish Music. All CDs in Mark Teague (JUV 247.5 YOL
the collection can be found to the
2012)
right as you enter the library (look
Jeremy’s Dreidel, by Ellie Gellman,
for the double-column blue box on
illustrated by Maria Mola (JUV
the second shelf from the top.
247.5 GELL 2012)
Cookbooks
Northern Lights: A Hanukkah
Fast & Festive Meals for the
Story, by Diana Cohen Conway,
Jewish Holidays: Complete Menus, illustrated by Shelly O. Haas (JUV
Rituals, and Party-Planning Ideas 247.53 CON 1994)
for Every Holiday of the Year, by
One Candle by Eve Bunting,
Marlene Sorosky (699.1 SOR 1997)
illustrated by K. Wendy Popp (JUV
The Children’s Jewish Holiday
247.53 BUN 2002)
Kitchen, by Joan Nathan (699.1
Eric A. Kidwell, MLS
NAT 1995)
***
Jewish Holiday Treats: Recipes and
2013)

Crafts for the Whole Family by
Joan Zoloth, photographs by Lisa
Hubbard (699.1 ZOL)

KOL AMI RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL
UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday December 11th.
The Hanukkah Hooplah!
11:00 at AIEA
Please join us for food, games, face
painting and fun! You'll also get to
see the students artwork proudly
displayed throughout the social hall.
December 2-4.
Gabi Cohn, our Education Fellow
from the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life,
will be here spending her time at
AIEA. Gabi will participate in story
time with Rabbi Kramer, during
Shabbat services, starting at 6pm.
*We encourage all children to
attend!* Gabi will also be there for a
traditional Saturday morning
service, and will spend Sunday
morning with us at Religion School.
She will be back for her Spring visit,
spending that weekend with the
congregation of Temple Beth Or.
We meet only two more Sundays
this year! Please make sure to mark
your calendars, and we will see you
December 4 and 11.
As a reminder, we will resume Kol
Ami Religion School at Temple
Beth Or beginning in the new year.
We continue to have a great
semester, as students in each of the
classes are busy every Sunday,
learning, studying and creating. Our
teachers are wonderful!
Thank you for all of your support,
and for allowing us to help educate
your precious children.

Children’s Books
Hanukkah at Valley Forge, by
Stephen Krensky, illustrated by
Greg Harlin. (Juv 247.7 KRE 2006).

Elana and Kerry

The Gift, by Aliana Brodmann,
illustrated by Anthony Carnabuci.
(Juv 247.56 BRO 1993).
Rabbi Robetpower and the Mystery
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Happy Chanukah from your
Temple Beth Or Family

We hope you will join us on Friday, December 23 for a special Chanukah
worship service and candle lighting, which will begin at 6:00 PM.
Following the service at 7:00 PM will be our annual Sisterhood Chanukah
Dinner. Reservations are required for the dinner portion of the evening.
Menu: Cabbage Rolls, Fried Chicken Fingers, Latkes,
Green Beans, Salad, Ice Cream Sandwiches
Your check for the dinner is your reservation and must
be received by Tuesday, December 16th.

* $15 for Adults; $7 for Children ages 10 to 5.
Children 4 and under are free

Please mail your check to Aimee Harris at
3767 Everest Drive, Montgomery, AL, 36106 prior to Dec. 16th.
* Reservations after Dec. 16 will require an additional
$5 per person, child or adult.
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Tot
FAMILY FRIENDLY
SERVICES
especially for toddlers,
kids, moms, dads and
grandparents too!

BEDTIME BUNDLES
For the 9th year we will be collecting
bedtime items for Child Protect
during November and
December. Please put your purchases
which must be new and unused in the
playpen in the Temple
lobby beginning in early November.
5:00 - 5:30 PM in
the Library
January 20

EXCITING NEWS ABOUT CAMP
SCHOLARSHIPS!

After coming to Child Protect because
they were abused or molested, these boys and girls go into foster
care, often with nothing to call their own, according to Director
Jannah Bailey. Please be generous for these unfortunate
children, who are mostly ages 6-12.
Items wanted are pajamas, pillow cases, socks, underwear,
bedtime stories, journals and writing implements, sketchbooks
and coloring pencils or crayons, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
washcloths, fleece throws, slippers, dolls and toys, combs/
brushes/hair ornaments, and anything else you can think of.

The Goldring Family Foundation has announced that firsttime campers at a Jewish sleep-away camp are now eligible If you don't want to shop or are unable to do so, please send a
for a scholarship award of $1,500 – fully 50% higher than in check to the temple office earmarked "for bedtime bundles" and
recent years. This is an incentive award, and is not based on we will be glad to shop for you! Thank you!
need. This award is also available in addition to any
Louisa Weinrib
subventions available from Temple Beth Or, the Jewish
262-6155
Federation of Central Alabama or other resources.
Send your child(ren) to camp this summer! Experts agree that one of the most effective
ways to develop a child’s commitment to living Jewish lives is to expose them to a
Jewish camp experience.
See Rabbi Stevens for more information, and for a 2017 application form. Our regional
camp is Camp Jacobs, in Utica, Mississippi, which also can provide funding support,
aside from a fabulous experience. Note that Goldring Foundation applications must
be received by March 31, 2017. More information is also available from the
Foundation; call Ellen Abrams at 504-524-4559.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Save the date!
Temple Beth Or’s
Jewish Food
Festival &
Treasure Market
February 26, 2017

Food Festival 2017 is not far away. We will
use the same online sign-up form as we did
last year.
Please be on the lookout for the link to the
form. Gina will have forms in the office and
will be happy to mail one to you.
We need everyone’s help to make the 2017
Food Festival a success!
Karen Goldstein
Food Festival
Volunteer Coordinator
7

Rabbi Stevens’s View from the Pulpit, continued from cover

An invitation to

Study with
Rabbi Stevens
In Torah, the Israelites are commanded again
and again to study, as when Moses orders:
“Gather the people – men, women and children,
and the strangers in your communities – that
they may hear and so learn.” In traditional
Jewish culture the elite of society were not
princes or warriors, but scholars, and they – not
business or political leaders – were the most
desirable marriage partners. As the Talmud
teaches: “No one is poor except he who lacks
knowledge. A person who has knowledge has
everything. A person who lacks knowledge,
what has he?”
This year’s study program with Rabbi Stevens
offers something for everyone – on Jewish
history and culture, practices and prophets,
controversies and humor.
Join us! – and bring a friend, everyone is
welcome. We meet in the Blachschleger
Library. All classes are free and are on
Tuesdays at noon, and meet for about an hour.

THE PROPHETS
The biblical books of the Hebrew prophets are among the
most beloved and spiritually meaningful writings we have.
Many passages in the Jewish prayer book derive from
these writings; indeed, the words attributed to Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Amos, Hosea and the other prophets constitute
perhaps the best known literature in the world, after the
stories of Torah.
The prophetic period lasted for hundreds of years over the
first millennium BCE. This course of five classes will
present some historic background; discuss the nature of
prophesy from a Jewish perspective, and read selected
passages and commentaries.
January 10, The prophetic period in the context of Jewish
history, the nature of prophesy, and selected readings to
illustrate the prophetic method.
January 17, The prophecies of the three Isaiahs.
January 24, The prophet Jeremiah: His life and writings.
January 31, The prophet Ezekial and his mystical visions.
February 7, The “minor” prophets, including Amos and
Hosea.

surprising victory secured the
Temple, soon turned into brutal
dictators who slaughtered many
of their opponents, and within a
generation their successors the
Hasmoneans had installed
illegitimate priests to oversee
the Temple – and in the next
generation one of their
successors took on the title of
King. The story was
intentionally left out of our
Bible by the early rabbis who
set our canon, perhaps from
embarrassment at the
unfortunate turn of events after
the Hasmonean revolution.
Judaism has always had its
different streams, and differing
visions. Even in biblical times
the prophets railed against the
priests for their emphasis of
ritual over living lives of
righteousness. Look up the
controversies in our history
between the Rabbanites and
Karaites (who completely
rejected the authority of the
Talmud), or the split between
Hassidim and Mitnagdim (the
anti-Hassidic rabbis who
castigated Hassidism to the
point of excommunication).
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The split in our day between
Reform and Orthodoxy is no
more passionate than
controversies of earlier days.
But one of the great strengths of
Judaism has always been that
controversies have been seen as
“for the sake of Heaven,” which
is to say that the authenticity of
those who oppose our views is
not really questioned. The
Talmud teaches, “these and
those [points of view] are all the
words of the living God” and
“the righteous of all nations
have a place in the world to
come,” thereby recognizing that
no one has a monopoly on truth.
Somehow, despite the gulf
created by this election, and
despite holding to the values we
hold most dear, we must find a
way to continue in conversation,
to learn from one another, to
respect one another, and to
never stop working for a better
future.
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Welcome to
our newest
members!
Tzlil and Nathan McDonald

It’s Mah Jongg Card Time For 2017
Deadline for orders is January 20, 2017

Price:
Standard - $8.00  Large - $9.00
Any questions call Betty Ehrlich at
(334) 409-9396
Make checks payable to and mail to:
National Mahjongg League, Inc.
450 7th Avenue
New York, New York 10123
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L’Chaim’s
Thanksgiving
Luncheon for
Capitol Heights
Senior Home
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Dear Community,
Although there are no Kosher butchers or restaurants in Central Alabama, several families do keep Kosher
homes by buying in Atlanta or in Birmingham. Starting next Tuesday, Whole Foods Market on Taylor Road
will carry frozen Kosher meat as well as Kosher wines.
The JFCA coordinated an order system, which will enable you to have your order within a week and 10%
discounts for packages.
Here (link may be accessed from the bulletin via the TBO website) you will find an order form for Whole
Foods Market selection of Kosher meat items. Please place your order via email by 9 AM on Monday and
send your request to the following team members:
1. Chris Gonzalez, Store Team Leader: Christopher.Gonzalez@wholefoods.com
2. Michael Beaufort, Meat Department Team Leader: Michael.Beaufort@wholefoods.com
3. Joshua Phillips, Meat Department Team Leader: Joshua.Phillips2@wholefoods.com
Please note that JFCA does not endorse or certify the Kashrut of any of the following products. Please
confirm appropriate supervision before placing your order.
For more information about keeping Kosher in Central Alabama, please contact our office at 334-277-5820.
Thank you!
Tzlil B. McDonald
Community Engagement & Operations Coordinator
Jewish Federation of Central Alabama
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Students Supporting Israel at Auburn University
By Tzlil B. McDonald,
JFCA Community Engagement & Operations Coordinator
Four months ago, a small group of Pro-Israeli students at Auburn
University established a new chapter on campus – Students Supporting
Israel (SSI). This chapter is the first one in Alabama and part of a growing
international movement of more than 50 chapters. SSI was founded by a
couple of students, Ilan Sinelnikov and Valeria Chazin, at The University
of Minnesota in early 2012. Today, it has a network of over 2,500 advocates across the United States.
There is no doubt that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict influenced the environment for Jewish students on campus
and created many challenges for them. The lack of knowledge and the biased media all too often led students to
view the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as the whole representation of Israel. Nevertheless, the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS) movement pictures Israel as an apartheid system and violator of human rights. Also,
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) constantly compare Israeli policies to those of the Nazi party in the 1940s.
These challenges created a new reality where students do not feel safe to show the ideology they believe in or
represent Israel on their own campuses.
SSI was formed to face these new challenges on campus and works to create a clear and confident Pro-Israeli
voice which supports students and grassroots Pro-Israeli advocacy. SSI aims to educate about the many faces of
Israel and promote Pro-Israeli legislation in student governments.
A few weeks ago, SSI at Auburn University held a special event where they invited students to hear the stories
of two former IDF soldiers. The soldiers shared the nature of Israeli military operations and the dilemmas they
faced on a daily basis. I had the opportunity to join this discussion and see Jewish and Christian students and
professors, along with community leaders, coming together to stand with Israel.
I met a young group of leaders who sees the importance of supporting Israel and they are proud of their ProIsraeli advocacy. It was a heartwarming experience to view the future generation keeping Israel in their heart and
mind, realizing that they are not afraid to step out of their comfort zone and carry the flag of Israel on campus.
After the event I reached out to leaders of this chapter, curious to know their Israeli story and what encouraged
them to be involved. Some of them have Israeli connections, as their parents are originally from Israel, and
others were influenced by family and friends who were involved in SSI chapters around the country. I was
touched to hear that they truly believe in the state of Israel and the right of the Jewish self-determination in the
Holy Land.

Here at the JFCA we are dedicated to continue the strong US-Israel
relationship and welcome you to support the vital work of SSI at
Auburn University.
Please visit SSI’s Facebook page to learn more about their activities
and events: https://www.facebook.com/SSIAuburn/?fref=ts

334.277.5820|PO Box 20058|Montgomery, AL 36120|mail.JFCA@gmail.com|JewishMontgomery.org
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Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem
JOIN US FOR THE

HANUKKAH
HOOPLA!

You Are Invited to
Agudath Israel
Etz Ahayem Sisterhood’s

A CELEBRATION
OF THE MAGICAL
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

15th Annual
HANUKKAH HOOPLA

LATKE LUNCH
FOOD BAZAAR
GIFT SHOPPING!

AND LATKE - HOT DOG
LUNCH

Plus for the KIDS.....
FACE PAINTING
ENTERTAINMENT
GAMES
KIDS GIFT IDEAS

Sunday, December 11, 2016
11: AM to 1:30 PM
Celebrating the Miracle
Of the

Sunday, December 11, 2016
11:00 AM to 1:30 PM

Festival of Lights.
Enjoy Sisterhood’s
Famous Potato Latkes and
Hot Dog Luncheon
Always a winner!






Hot dogs, 2 Latkes, Coleslaw, Drink and Dessert $7.00
2 Hot dogs, 3 Latkes, Coleslaw, Drink and Dessert $9.00
Vegetarian Plate $7.00
Children 12 and under $5.00

Raffles Benefiting Sisterhood : In keeping with the Mickey Feldman’s Afghan tradition, Fern
Shinbaum has headed up a committee of devoted Sisterhood volunteers to present a beautiful quilt to
raffle as a fund raiser for Sisterhood. Other items to be raffle off will include gift baskets, jewelry
and more. The price of the Raffle tickets are $5 per ticket or 5 tickets for $20.
15

2017 Food Festival and
Treasure & Collectible
Market
Sunday, February 26,
2017
Beginning in January, cooking
dates and times will be posted
online and in the Friday night
bulletin. Please check the schedule
and email the chair to volunteer to
work on any of the dates. Males
and females are welcome and
cooking skills are not necessary.
We are accepting items in the

Treasure & Collectible Market any
day between Tuesday and Friday.
We ask that your items be clean
and in working order. If
instructions are available online for
the item you are donating, please
print and attach to the item. We do
not accept big box TV’s, clothes or
any broken or partial item.
Unfortunately, we do not have the
ability to pick up items.

Goldstein is the Volunteer Chair.
You may reach her at 265-1145,
334-462-9074 or
kackaboo@gmail.com.
We will once again use the same
online form that was used last year.
Gina will be emailing the form out
soon. Paper copies will be
available as well at the Temple.
Thank you.

This is the only fund raising event
for TBO. We encourage you to
volunteer now for the various shifts
on the day of the Food Festival.
This allows us to plan and schedule
in an effective manner. Karen

PLEASE SHARE IN OUR HAPPINESS AS OUR DAUGHTER

IS CALLED TO THE TORAH AS A BAT MITZVAH
SATURDAY, THE THIRD OF DECEMBER
T W O

T H O U S A N D

S I X T E E N

AT TEN O’ CLOCK IN THE MORNING

TEMPLE BETH OR

2246 NARROW LANE ROAD

M O N T G O M E R Y ,
LUNCHEON

A L A B A M A

TO

FOLLOW

MANDY & ALEX KAUFMAN
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Jenny Ives
2017 Food Festival Chair
jjives@charter.net
334-546-2521

Thank You to our 2016 Food Festival Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Other Respected Sponsors

BBVA Compass
Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey
Dignity Memorial
USAmeriBank

AMCO, Inc.
Oakworth Capital
BB&T
Furlongs Security
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Mark the Date . . .continued from cover

Ezekial and his mystical visions.
Tuesday, February 7, Noon, Adult Ed:
Introducing the Prophets - The “minor”
prophets, including Amos and Hosea.
Friday, February 10, 6 PM, Shabbat
service with full choir ensemble.
Saturday, February 18, 9:30 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch
served.
Tuesday, February 21, Noon, Rabbi
Stevens’s five-part series on great
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The
Saducees vs. the Pharisees.
Sunday, February 26, 9 AM - 2 PM,
Temple Beth Or's 13th Annual Food
Festival.
Tuesday, February 28, Noon, Rabbi
Stevens’s five-part series on great
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The
House of Hillel and the House of
Shammai.
Tuesday, March 7, Noon, Rabbi
Stevens’s five-part series on great
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The
Karaites and the Rabbinites.
Saturday, March 11, 6:30 PM, Purim
service at Temple Beth Or.
Tuesday, March 14, Noon, Rabbi
Stevens’s five-part series on great
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The
Hassidim and the Mitnagdim.
Thursday, March 16, 7 PM, Jewish
Book Council author Melissa Fay
Greene, discusses her book "The
Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the
Power of Unconditional Love."
Sponsored by the RothschildBlachschleger Lecture Series.
Friday, March 17, 6 PM, Huntingdon

College Night Shabbat Service and
reception. Full choir ensemble.
Saturday, March 18, 9:30 AM,
Shabbat morning service and Torah
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch
served.
Tuesday, March 21, Noon, Rabbi
Stevens’s five-part series on great
controversies in Jewish life. Topic:
Reform Judaism and Orthodox Judaism.
Friday, March 24, 5 PM, Family
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in the
Blachschleger Library - suitable for
children of all ages.
Tuesday, April 4, Noon, Adult
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A twopart series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part
1 of 2.
Friday, April 7, 6 PM, Shabbat service
featured our choir ensemble singing
some of the great classics of our musical
tradition. This service will mark the
165th anniversary of our congregation.
Saturday, April 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service and Torah study with
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Tuesday, April 11, 6 PM, Second
Seder. Seating will begin at 5:30 PM,
with the service to begin promptly at
6:00.
Tuesday, April 18, Noon, Adult
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A twopart series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part
2 of 2.
Sunday, April 23, TBD, Community
Interfaith Holocaust Memorial Service
at Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem.
Reception follows.
Sunday, April 30, TBD, JFCA Israel
Independence Celebration. Details to

When scheduling
calendar events
involving the
Temple it is important that you check dates
with the Federation and the Temple for
potential conflicts within the Jewish
community. Their number is 277-5820, and
you can view the community calendar at
www.jewishmontgomery.org.

follow.
Tuesday, May 2, Noon, Adult Ed:
Pirkei Avot: The Wisdom of the
Sages. Part 1 of 2. This collection of
rabbinic wisdom, now 1,800 years old,
summarizes the central teachings of
Judaism. Many sayings are wellknown, some less so, but most remain
amazingly relevant in our day
Tuesday, May 9, Noon, Adult Ed:
Pirkei Avot: The Wisdom of the
Sages. Part 2 of 2. This collection of
rabbinic wisdom, now 1,800 years old,
summarizes the central teachings of
Judaism. Many sayings are wellknown, some less so, but most remain
amazingly relevant in our day
Friday, May 12, 6 PM, Shabbat service
with full choir ensemble.
Saturday, May 13, 9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service and Torah study with
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served.
Sunday, May 14, TBA, Confirmation
Service at Temple Beth Or.
Thursday, May 18, 6:15 PM,
Reception and Annual Meeting at 6:15
PM. Reception with hors d'oeuvres
precedes at 5:30 PM. Members only.
Friday, May 19, 5 PM, Family
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in the
Blachschleger Library - suitable for
children of all ages.
Friday, June 9, 6 PM, Shabbat service
with full choir ensemble.
Tuesday, November 21, 7 PM, Joint
Thanksgiving Service with First United
Methodist Church and Church of the
Ascension. Held at Temple Beth Or.
Reception follows.

NEED HELP GETTING
AROUND
DURING SERVICES?
A wheelchair and walker are
stored in the coat closet and
are available to members and
guests during Temple events.

If you have accumulated
unused Temple Beth Or
donation envelopes
please feel free to drop
them off at the Temple
office so they may be
reused.

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing.
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a
concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).
We need your help in order to offer ours.
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December 2016
Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

4

5

6

7

8

9:30 AM, Religion
School, AI*EA

11

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

No Religion
School - Winter
break, AI*EA

25

26

27

28

29

No Religion
School - Winter
break, AI*EA
5 PM, Dutch Treat
Dinner at Mr.
Chen's

Sat

2

3

6 PM
Shabbat Service

10 AM
Cindy Kaufman
Bat Mitzvah

9

10

6 PM
Shabbat Service
with full choir
ensemble

9:30 AM, Religion
School, AI*EA

18

Fri

16

17

6 PM
Shabbat Service

9:30 AM, Shabbat
morning service
and Torah study
with Rabbi
Stevens. Light
brunch served

23

24

6 PM
Shabbat Service

Sunset, First
candle lighting of
Chanukah

30

31

6 PM
Shabbat Service

Temple hours will be 9 AM - 12, Tuesday-Friday Temple
will open at 5:30 PM for Shabbat service on Dec. 30.
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JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS DINNER
Many articles attest to a Jewish tradition of
eating Chinese food on Christmas, apparently
going back to the Lower East Side in the late
19th century. Why not join together and make it
a group experience here in Montgomery?
With no program and no agenda, we welcome
you to join us for dinner at Mr. Chen’s on
Sunday, December 25, at 5:00 p.m. Mr.
Chen’s is at 5461 Atlanta Highway, in the
Burlington Coat Factory/Sunday Dinner
shopping center. Dinner is dutch treat, but if
you plan to join us please RSVP to Gina Friday
(bethor@templebethor.net) or Rabbi Stevens
(Rabbiels@templebethor.net), or by calling the
Temple office at 334-262-3314.

$25

Sisterhood has six-inch
cheesecakes available
for $25. Please contact
Marlene Beringer or
the Temple office if
you would like to
purchase one.

Holiday Hours and Information
Gina Friday will be on vacation from December 27 and
will return to work on Tuesday, January 3rd. Office
hours that week will be 9 AM - noon. All efforts will be
made to keep the office open and the phones staffed
during her absence.
On Friday, December 30th the building will open at
5:30 PM for the 6 PM service.
(Please call Gina if you’re willing to volunteer to sit in
the office for a 3 hr. shift on Thursday or Friday.)
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