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A  V I E W  F R O M  T H E  B I M A H  

Welcome to 2017!  In 
wishing everyone a year that 
is healthy and good, 
productive and satisfying in 
every way – and especially 
so as we embark on the 
great national experiment 
known as the Trump 
administration – I would 
like to reflect in this column 

on the subject of thanks.  Part of my 
context is the warmth of memory for the 
recent joint Interfaith Thanksgiving 
service at the Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension, a beautiful expression of 
music and text made even more so by the 
symbolism of our three venerable houses 
of worship joining together to express our 
thanks.  We are all grateful to have been 
part of this tradition for so many years – 
even if we face next year’s Thanksgiving 
with some trepidation, knowing that in 
2017 we’ll be the hosts! 

I believe there is something innate that 
compels us to express gratitude, even for 
those who have little and lack much.  I am 
always struck when one of our members 
or someone else I know suffers a setback 
– whether medically, financially or maybe 
in terms of their relationships – how the 
first thing I hear is not how badly they are 
suffering, but how much they appreciate 
that things could have been worse.  Even 
when a situation is dire, we seem to reach 
for the silver lining, for the blessing, that 
enables us to go on, or have hope, or be 
grateful for what we have, even if finding 
that blessing or that gratitude is something 
of a stretch.   I am convinced that we 
humans carry in our genes this ability and 
this need to be grateful, expressed since 
our earliest days by the way we reached 
out to the gods probably long before we 
had ability to write it all down. 

Yet sometimes we face impediments that 
compromise our feelings of gratitude.  
Jealousy is such an impediment, when we 
focus not on what we have, but on what 
we miss. 

A modern fable (and one of my favorite 
stories) by my late colleague Ed Friedman 

illustrates this well.  He tells the story of 
Jean and Jane, two good friends of 
seemingly opposite character.  Jane was 
friendly, outgoing, cheerful, always 
happy, while Jean was reflective, quiet, 
introspective and inconspicuous.  Jane 
was a social butterfly, the life of every 
party; Jean was a wallflower, who was 
just as attractive but always felt unworthy 
and alone. 

Jean began to feel jealous of her friend, 
who thought that Jane was all that she 
wanted to be but somehow never was.  
Jean, depressed in her jealousy, became 
more and more withdrawn until she 
stopped going out at all – except to her 
therapist.  But even therapy seemed 
worthless: Jane seemed more popular than 
ever, and Jean couldn’t get over it. 

The fable’s climax comes when Jean is 
leaving her therapist’s office one day and 
meets Jane in the waiting room!  Jean is 
astonished, and even more so when Jane 
tells her how she [Jane] wished she were 
more like Jean – serious, composed, 
stable, and how jealous Jane is of Jean.  
Jane admits to feeling unmoored, and sees 
Jean as self-reliant and independent.  
Each, in other words, saw great value in 
the other, but only jealousy of the other in 
evaluating herself.  

The moral of this great fable is clear:  a 
healthy sense of self and gratitude for 
what we have is far more satisfying and 
productive than what we think we’re 
missing or because of what we think 
others might have that we don’t.   

As the solstice has turned on its endless 
cycle, bringing with it a turn towards days 
that are lighter and (eventually) warmer, 
let us enter this year of 2017 with hopes 
that our future too will brighten, and that 
whatever befalls us in the days ahead, 
“this, too, shall be for the best.”  A great, 
healthy and peaceful year to all! 

Thursday, January 5, 5 PM, The 
Capri hosts a special screening of the 
movie “Denial." Based on the 
acclaimed book Denial: Holocaust 
History on Trial, DENIAL recounts 
Deborah E. Lipstadt’s legal battle for 
historical truth against David Irving, 
who accused her of libel when she 
declared him a Holocaust denier. A 
reception precedes at 4:30 p.m. and a 
Q & A follows at 7 p.m. Sponsored 
by the Jewish Federation of Central 
Alabama. 
Tuesday, January 10, Noon, Adult 
Ed: Introducing the Prophets - The 
prophetic period in the context of 
Jewish history, the nature of 
prophesy, and selected readings to 
illustrate the prophetic method. 
Thursday, January 12, 6 PM, At 
the Capri, the movie, "Faith & 
Justice: A conversation." A look at 
the role and responsibility of the faith 
community in criminal justice issues 
through the lens of one man's story, 
followed by a panel discussion 
including Rabbi Stevens and other 
members of local, various faith 
communities. 
Friday, January 13, 6 PM, Shabbat 
service with full choir ensemble. 
Saturday, January 14, 9:30 AM, 
Shabbat morning service and Torah 
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 
Tuesday, January 17, Noon, Adult 
Ed: Introducing the Prophets - The 
prophecies of the three Isaiahs. 
Friday, January 20, 5 PM, Family 
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in 
the Blachschleger Library - suitable 
for children of all ages. 
Tuesday, January 24, Noon, Adult 
Ed: Introducing the Prophets - The 
prophet Jeremiah:  His life and 
writings. 

continued on page 10 

MARK	THE	DATE	.	.	.	
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Celebrating Our  
164th Year 

 
 
 
 
 

Since April 12, 1852 
 

ELLIOT L. STEVENS, D. D., RABBI 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 

Temple Beth Or Officers 
John Ives ......................................... President 
Steve Clein ..................................... Vice-President: Programs 
Joe Levin ........................................ Vice-President: Finance 
Larry Capilouto .............................. Treasurer 
Gracie Hanchrow ........................... Secretary 
Diane Weil ...................................... Immediate Past President 

 

Board Members 
Harriette Dorosin ............................ Adult Education 
Pete Hitchcock................................ Cemetery 
Jim Levy ......................................... Youth & Scholarship 
Jeff McKinney ................................ Religion School 
Sheryl Rosen .................................. Hospitality 
Steve Wallace ................................. Facilities 
Bob Weisberg ................................. Co-Membership 
Alison Williamson ......................... Co-Membership 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT      . MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 
 Susan Finklestein Pete Ginsburg 

 

 Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday ..................................... Temple Administrator 
Elana Hagler ................................... Religion School Co-director 
Kerry Bleiberg ................................ Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith .................................... L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ................................ Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor .................................. Music Director 
Temple Singers ............................... Pete Hitchcock, Michelle Lott, 
Shane Nishibun, Tiffany Nishibun, David Peden, James Seay, 
Mabs Seay, Bill Taylor, Turia Stark Williams 

 

Office Hours  
    Monday                      CLOSED 
    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-4 
    Friday 9-2 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

President’s Message  

Saturday, January 14  
Shabbat Morning Service 

 

On Saturday morning, January 14th, 
Rabbi Stevens will lead a Shabbat 
morning service.  Service will run 

from  9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and include 
Torah study and a light brunch. 

 

As 2016 comes to a close and 2017 begins, I would like to 
reflect on some of the things that we have done since the 
beginning of our fiscal year in July.  Most importantly, we 
have completed the installation of a video surveillance system 
which monitors the exterior of the building in all directions, 
storing video on a dedicated DVR.  I believe this was a very 
important decision that the Board made and I am pleased to 
see it completed. 

During the High Holy Days, we used pilot editions of the new 
holy day prayer books, Mishkan Hanefesh. The use of these 
books received very positive response from you, and the Ritual 
Committee recommended their permanent adoption for our 
services.  The Board was equally in favor of changing to these 
books and we are now starting a campaign to raise the funds to 
purchase the beautiful two-volume sets. 

The Ritual Committee also recommended making the library 
more user friendly for Shabbat services by removing the large 
desk, thus allowing for more comfortable seating for services 
held there.  We will be using the library for services on 
Shabbat mornings, special holiday weekends such as 
Thanksgiving and for services during the summer. 

As we complete the celebration of Chanukah and 
simultaneously welcome in the New Year, I wish for you all a 
healthy, happy and prosperous 2017.  I look forward to seeing 
you and your families in Temple. 

 

John Ives Please be understanding of others 
when you come to Temple by 

avoiding heavily scented perfumes, 
colognes and lotions. 
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General Fund 
In Memory of my mother,  

Beatrice F. Levy 
Peggy Cohn 

In Memory of Sonny Sadler 
Betty Ehrlich 

Prayer Book Fund 
On the Yahrzeit of my sweet  

mother-in-law,  
Virginia “Ginny” Dorosin 

Harriette Dorosin 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In appreciation of the Rabbi and 
Congregation of Temple Beth Or  

Robert S. Weil Estate 

 
 

JAN ANNIVERSARIES 
 
6 ...... Erik & Allison Naprstek 
16 .... Jeff & Robin Blitz 
17 .... Larry & Corinne Capilouto 

 

 

 

JAN BIRTHDAYS 
4 ........ Joe Levin Jr. 
6 ........ Peggy Mussafer  
7 ........ Sheryl Rosen  
7 ........ Ruth Rosenthal  
10 ...... Phillip Golomb M.D. 
10 ...... Bette Sue Strasburger  
11 ...... Gracie Sommer  
12 ...... Elizabeth Wahls  
13 ...... Nikki Rothschild  
14 ...... Richard Hanan  
16 ...... Morris Capp  
17 ...... Gabriele Darch  
18 ...... Elise Toney  
22 ...... Monica Kohn  
22 ...... Carolyn Rothschild  
23 ...... Rita Sabel  
26 ...... Herman Franco  
28 ...... Diane Weil  
30 ...... Maxine Goldner  

 

 
YAHRZEITS 

 
To be read 1/6/17 

1/1/2017 ....... Lester Noble 
1/3/2017 ....... Elise F. Shwarts 
1/4/2017 ....... Adolph Weil, Sr. 
1/4/2017 ....... Gilson Capilouto 
1/4/2017 ....... Hobbie Freehling 
1/4/2017 ....... Myron C. Lobman, Jr. 
1/5/2017 ....... Arthur B. Beringer, Jr. 
1/5/2017 ....... Carol W. Rothschild 
1/5/2017 ....... Morris Levy 
 

To be read 1/13/17 
1/8/2017 ....... Diane Dreyfus Abraham 
1/9/2017 ....... Sophie Oppenheimer 

Hertz 
1/10/2017...... Hermann Berger 
1/12/2017...... Clara G. Mussafer 
1/13/2017...... Bert C. Weil, Sr. 
1/13/2017...... Simon Hertz 
1/14/2017...... Aviva Hoffman 
1/14/2017...... Bertha Model 
 

To be read 1/20/17 
1/16/2017...... Ben Neuman 
1/17/2017...... Bertha S. Abraham 
1/17/2017...... Felice Hanan Cohen 
1/18/2017...... Anne Hutto Levin 
1/19/2017...... Eli Cohen 
1/19/2017...... Eva Marco 
1/20/2017...... Albert Capp 
1/20/2017...... David R. Franco 
1/20/2017...... Irma Levy 
1/21/2017...... Faye Levinson Shum 
1/21/2017...... Myrtle Kaufman Loeb 
 

To be read 1/27/17 
1/22/2017...... Jake Feinman 
1/22/2017...... Joseph Hanchrow 
1/23/2017...... Eli Hanan 
1/24/2017...... Samuel Alan Behrman 
1/25/2017...... Betty Coleman 
1/25/2017...... Henry L. Abraham 
1/26/2017...... Albert Abraham 
1/26/2017...... Rabbi Eugene 

Blachschleger 
1/28/2017...... Simon Goldner 

Birthday and 
Anniversary Blessings 

on January 6th 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Recent Death 
  

Susan Watson ז״ל 

December 2, 2016 


Recent Death 
  

Romie Arthur Berry ז״ל 

December 13, 2016 
 

Father of David Berry 
Grandfather of Danielle and 

Benjamin 

Friday, January 13 
 

Shabbat service with full 
choir ensemble. 
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L’CHAIM LEAGUE 
There are busy times ahead for 
L'chaim League.  Edward Pattillo 
will be our guest speaker in January 
(date to be announced)  at a 
luncheon at Midtown Pizza. Mr. 
Pattilo has been around the world 
and will enlighten us with his broad 
knowledge of antiques and 
collectibles.  More information will 
be coming in the upcoming January 
Newsletter. 

Esther B. Labovitz is our featured 
speaker for the February program.  
She recently returned from a trip to 
Africa, where their entire Jewish 
group of women, visited sites and 
gained perspectives on the Jewish 
life in that country. She will share 
slides and video of this awesome 
experience.  

Our sights are set on some 
wonderful and fun programs for 
2017. Be sure and join in when you 
can.  Wishing you all the very best 
for 2017! 

Linda R Smith 
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com 

* * * 

SISTERHOOD 
As I begin this newsletter, the month 
of DECEMBER has just begun. 
CHANUKAH falls late this year, 
December 24th. Preparations have 
already started for our Chanukah 
Celebration on December 23rd. We 
are expecting over 80 guests for 
dinner.  Bruce and Karen have 
boiled over 300 cabbage leaves and 
prepared meat filling for 300 stuffed 
cabbage rolls. With help from Jenny 
Ives and Susan Finkelstein they have 
been rolled and cooked for the big 
day. Susan Bernstein and her 
LATKE crew are cooking latkes as I 
write. 

The tables are adorned with 
menorahs, flowers and other 
decorations provided by Mae Cohen, 
Sheryl Rosen, Bonnie Varon and 
Katherine Gayden and their 
wonderful volunteers. The night will 
begin with a service led by Rabbi 
Stevens, followed by a wonderful 
dinner and finally fun and games 
with dreidels.  It will be a fun and 
happy celebration with menorah 
candles glowing. 

January will be busy for Sisterhood 

members as we begin cooking for 
the JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL in 
February. I just smell all the good 
smells for bakery items filling the 
social hall. 

Please step up and volunteer to help. 
It is hard work, but so much fun 
when we get together. 

Also in January we will have our 
Sisterhood Shabbat. This year it will 
be on February 10th.  It will be an 
enlightening event, with our guest 
speaker, Daphne Johnston and Laura 
Selby from the RESPITE program at 
First Methodist Church.  Daphane 
has spread the word of this 
wonderful program to help 
Alzheimer participants from 
Montgomery, Auburn, Birmingham 
and even to New York. Come hear 
what strides this program has taken 
for the Alzheimer participants. 

Susan Finklestein 
Sisterhood President 

* * * 

 

FAMILY FRIENDLY 
SERVICES 

especially for toddlers, 
kids, moms, dads and 

grandparents too!  
 

5:00 - 5:30 PM in 
the Library 

 
January 20 

 

Tot 

A NEW PRAYER BOOK FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS – 
A NOTE FROM THE RABBI 
 
The new  Mishkan Hanefesh [“Tabernacle of the Soul”] High Holy 
Day prayer book is a magnificent achievement, only hinted at in the 
pilot editions we used this past fall.  This is the finest High Holy Day 
liturgy I have seen, and I am proud that our Board has endorsed its 
purchase for 2017.   
 
I urge our members to sponsor copies, with dedications of honor or 
memorial in described in the recent congregational mailing. The set 
for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are only $34 a set ($60 for large 
print), including personalized book plates.  Contact Gina Friday in the 
TBO office (262-3314) for the form if you need one, or an email with 
the link for ordering on line. 
 

Elliot Stevens  
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An invitation to 

Study with  

        Rabbi Stevens 
In Torah, the Israelites are commanded again 
and again to study, as when Moses orders: 
“Gather the people – men, women and children, 
and the strangers in your communities – that 
they may hear and so learn.”  In traditional 
Jewish culture the elite of society were not 
princes or warriors, but scholars, and they – not 
business or political leaders – were the most 
desirable marriage partners.  As the Talmud 
teaches:  “No one is poor except he who lacks 
knowledge. A person who has knowledge has 
everything. A person who lacks knowledge, 
what has he?”  

This year’s study program with Rabbi Stevens 
offers something for everyone – on Jewish 
history and culture, practices and prophets, 
controversies and humor. 

Join us! – and bring a friend, everyone is 
welcome.  We meet in the Blachschleger 
Library.  All classes are free and are on 
Tuesdays at noon, and meet for about an hour. 

STARTING IN JANUARY: THE PROPHETS 
The biblical books of the Hebrew prophets are among the 
most beloved and spiritually meaningful writings we have.  
Many passages in the Jewish prayer book derive from 
these writings; indeed, the words attributed to Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Amos, Hosea and the other prophets constitute 
perhaps the best known literature in the world, after the 
stories of Torah.   

The prophetic period lasted for hundreds of years over the 
first millennium BCE.  This course of five classes will 
present some historic background; discuss the nature of 
prophesy from a Jewish perspective, and read selected 
passages and commentaries. 

January 10, The prophetic period in the context of Jewish 
history, the nature of prophesy, and selected readings to 
illustrate the prophetic method. 
January 17, The prophecies of the three Isaiahs. 
January 24, The prophet Jeremiah:  His life and writings. 
January 31, The prophet Ezekial and his mystical visions. 
February 7, The “minor” prophets, including Amos and 

Hosea. 
 

I can’t begin to express how 
grateful I am for the money 
Temple members donated 
for my medical expenses.  I 
now have glasses and a 
beautiful smile thanks to 
your generosity. 
 
Eternally grateful and with 
much love . . . 
 

Marlon 



6  

 

 
It’s Mah Jongg Card Time For 2017 
Deadline for  orders is January 20, 2017 

Price:  
Standard - $8.00    Large - $9.00 
Any questions call Betty Ehrlich at   

(334) 409-9396 
Make checks payable to and mail to: 

National Mahjongg League, Inc. 
450 7th Avenue 

New York, New York 10123 
 

Save the date! 
Temple Beth Or’s 

Jewish Food 

Festival &  

Treasure Market  

February 26, 2017 
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334.277.5820|PO Box 20058|Montgomery, AL 36120|mail.JFCA@gmail.com|JewishMontgomery.org 

The Mobile International Festival 2016 

By Tzlil B. McDonald, JFCA Community Engagement & Operations Coordinator 

The Jewish Federation of Central Alabama began its Shlichim program in 2006 to 
strengthen the connection to Israel, its people and Jewish life around the world. 
Through this wonderful program a special connection was created between the 
Shlichim of Central Alabama and those of the Mobile Area. This tradition has 
continued in the past several years with our former Shlichim and even this year 
when we do not have an Israeli emissary.  

In October Ofir Rosenberg, the current Israeli Shlicha in Mobile, and I joined 
SSI’s (Student Supporting Israel) program at Auburn University with Israeli 
officers. Shortly after, Ofir invited me to join their special activity at the Mobile 
International Festival.  

The Mobile International Festival was established in 1983 to help educate school 
children and share the many international cultures in Mobile among everyone as an 
annual event by playing a key role in education with their focus on world culture and 
racial tolerance. This year, The Mobile International Festival marked their 33rd 
Anniversary with over 70 nations worldwide. This year’s Festival theme was “The Art 
of Architecture” and each country received a booth or a room to share the culture of 
their country and the yearly theme.  

Ofir and I toured the Festival and I found a few interesting things about the Israeli 
room. This was the only room that did not charge money for writing the visitors’ 
names in the country’s language. All other countries charged $1 for this activity. Also, 
the Israeli room was the only one that didn’t sell any cultural products and offered 

many freebies and educational magazines. The Mobile Area Jewish Federation decided to fight the stereotypes about Jews 
and money and avoid any collecting of money. This was also the first year that an Israeli folk dance, "Mayim Mayim”, was 
performed at the Festival and it was a nice addition to the atmosphere.  

This Mobile International Festival was a very moving and joyful experience. I was 
privileged to represent my beloved homeland and to share the true image of Israel. I 
couldn’t have been more proud than to participate in the Flag Parade and carry the 
Israeli flag together with Ofir. I believe that ignorance can create many stereotypes 
and education is our power to fight it! 

As our tradition continues, I invite y’all to join us on 
Thursday, February 16, 7PM at TBO for a special Café 
Israel with Ofir Rosenberg about the Equal In Uniform 
program. As part of AKIM Israel's ongoing efforts to 
empower and to include persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities in 
"community" life, a unique partnership was created with the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Ofir 
will also join the Shabbat Service at AIEA on February 17 and speak during the service. 

 

From our family at the JFCA to you and yours, we wish you a very happy and healthy New Year!  
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2017 Food Festival and 
Treasure & Collectible 

Market 

Sunday, February 26, 
2017 

 

Dear fellow members, 

On November 18, the rabbi’s sermon 
was about the 170th anniversary of the 
first gathering of Jews in Montgomery 
of what eventually became our 
congregation.  While the sermon was 
full of very interesting bits of our 
earlier history, he mentioned one 
specific  highlight that certainly caught 
my attention and I’d like to share it 
with you: 

“In the 1880’s the congregation 
experimented with a Jewish Food 
Festival for the first time, only they 
called it a Fair, which made $3,450.  In 
today’s dollars that would be over 
$175,000.” 

February 26th, 2017 is our 14th Annual 
Jewish Food Festival and even though 
I would love to achieve the financial 

goals achieved by our earlier members 
over 100 years ago, I would consider 
this year to be truly successful if every 
TBO member participated in one way 
or another as well as achieving the 
financial goal we’ve set for 2017. 

Participation includes any (or all) of 
the following: volunteering to work on 
the day of the event for an entire 
shift;  financial support – send a 
corporate or personal check to TBO 
marked as a donation for the Food 
Festival; cooking and working in the 
kitchen on the many days prior to 
February 26th, assisting with the 
marketing by delivering or installing 
signs; donating gently loved items for 
the Treasure/Collectable Market.  

Please be reminded: 

Beginning in January, cooking dates 
and times will be posted online and in 
the Friday night bulletin. Please check 
the schedule and email the chair to 
volunteer to work on any of the dates. 
Males and females are welcome and 
cooking skills are not necessary.  

We are accepting items in the Treasure 
& Collectible Market any day between 

Tuesday and Friday. We ask that your 
items be clean and in working order. If 
instructions are available online for the 
item you are donating, please print and 
attach to the item. We do not accept 
big box TV’s, clothes or any broken or 
partial item. Unfortunately, we do not 
have the ability to pick up items.  

This is the only fund raising event for 
TBO. We encourage you to volunteer 
now for the various shifts on the day of 
the Food Festival. This allows us to 
plan and schedule in an effective 
manner. Karen Goldstein is the 
Volunteer Chair. You may reach her at 
265-1145, 334-462-9074 or 
kackaboo@gmail.com or look in the 
next weekly email update from the 
Temple for the link to the form. 

I’d like to thank you in advance for 
making our 2017 the very best and 
most successful Jewish Food Festival 
ever! 

Jenny Ives 
2017 Food Festival Chair  

jjives@charter.net 
334-546-2521 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
Food Festival 2017 is not far away.  We will use 
the same online sign-up form as we did last 
year. 
 
Check the weekly update email from the Temple 
for a link to the online form. 
 
We need everyone’s help to make the 2017 Food 
Festival a success! 
 

Karen Goldstein 
Food Festival  

Volunteer Coordinator 



9  

 

Thank You to our 2016 Food Festival Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

BBVA Compass 
Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey 

Dignity Memorial 
USAmeriBank 

Other Respected Sponsors 

AMCO, Inc. 
Oakworth Capital 

BB&T 
Furlongs Security 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 

Temple it is important that you check dates 
with the Federation and the Temple for 
potential conflicts within the Jewish 
community. Their number is 277-5820, and 
you can view the community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING 
AROUND  

DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are 
stored in the coat closet and 

are available to members and 
guests during Temple events. 

If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes 
please feel free to drop 
them off at the Temple 
office so they may be 

reused. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

Tuesday, January 31, Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the Prophets - The prophet 
Ezekial and his mystical visions. 
Tuesday, February 7, Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the Prophets - The “minor” 
prophets, including Amos and Hosea. 
Friday, February 10, 6 PM, Shabbat 
service with full choir ensemble. 
Thursday, February 16, 7 PM, JFCA 
presents Café Israel at Temple Beth Or. 
Topic: Equal In Uniform, AKIM. As 
part of AKIM Israel’s ongoing efforts to 
empower and to include persons with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in “community” life, a 
unique partnership was created with the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Please join 
us for a special overview and discussion 
with Ofir Rosenberg, the Israeli Shlicha 
in Mobile. 
Saturday, February 18, 9:30 AM, 
Shabbat morning service and Torah 
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Tuesday, February 21, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The 
Saducees vs. the Pharisees. 
Sunday, February 26, 9 AM - 2 PM, 
Temple Beth Or's 13th Annual Food 
Festival. 
Tuesday, February 28, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The 
House of Hillel and the House of 
Shammai. 
Tuesday, March 7, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The 
Karaites and the Rabbinites. 

Saturday, March 11, 6:30 PM, Purim 
service at Temple Beth Or. 
Tuesday, March 14, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: The 
Hassidim and the Mitnagdim. 
Thursday, March 16, 7 PM, Jewish 
Book Council author Melissa Fay 
Greene, discusses her book "The 
Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the 
Power of Unconditional Love." 
Sponsored by the Rothschild-
Blachschleger Lecture Series. 
Friday, March 17, 6 PM, Huntingdon 
College Night Shabbat Service and 
reception. Full choir ensemble. 
Saturday, March 18, 9:30 AM, 
Shabbat morning service and Torah 
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch 
served. 
Tuesday, March 21, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: 
Reform Judaism and Orthodox Judaism. 
Friday, March 24, 5 PM, Family 
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in the 
Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Tuesday, April 4, Noon, Adult 
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A two-
part series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part 
1 of 2. 
Friday, April 7, 6 PM, Shabbat service 
featured our choir ensemble singing 
some of the great classics of our musical 
tradition. This service will mark the 
165th anniversary of our congregation. 
Saturday, April 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service and Torah study with 
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 

Tuesday, April 11, 6 PM, Second 
Seder. Seating will begin at 5:30 PM, 
with the service to begin promptly at 
6:00. 
Tuesday, April 18, Noon, Adult 
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A two-
part series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part 
2 of 2. 
Sunday, April 23, TBD, Community 
Interfaith Holocaust Memorial Service 
at Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem. 
Reception follows. 
Sunday, April 30, TBD, JFCA Israel 
Independence Celebration. Details to 
follow. 
Tuesday, May 2, Noon, Adult Ed: 
Pirkei Avot: The Wisdom of the 
Sages.  Part 1 of 2. This collection of 
rabbinic wisdom, now 1,800 years old, 
summarizes the central teachings of 
Judaism.  Many sayings are well-
known, some less so, but most remain 
amazingly relevant in our day 
Tuesday, May 9, Noon, Adult Ed: 
Pirkei Avot: The Wisdom of the 
Sages.  Part 2 of 2. This collection of 
rabbinic wisdom, now 1,800 years old, 
summarizes the central teachings of 
Judaism.  Many sayings are well-
known, some less so, but most remain 
amazingly relevant in our day 
Saturday, May 13, 9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service and Torah study with 
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Sunday, May 14, TBA, Confirmation 
Service at Temple Beth Or. 
Thursday, May 18, 6:15 PM, 
Reception and Annual Meeting at 6:15 
PM. Reception with hors d'oeuvres 
precedes at 5:30 PM. Members only. 

Mark the Date . . .continued from cover 
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

January 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
No Religion 
School - Teacher 
Work Day, Temple 
Beth Or 

2 3 4 5 
5 PM, JFCA 
sponsors a 
screening at The 
Capri  of the movie 
“Denial." Recep-
tion precedes at 
4:30 p.m. and a Q 
& A follows at 7 
p.m.  

6 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

7 

8 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School, Temple 
Beth Or 

9 10 
Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the 
Prophets 

11 12 
 
6 PM, At the 
Capri, the movie, 
"Faith & Justice: 
A conversation."  
Rabbi Stevens 
participates in the 
panel discussion 

13 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
service with full 
choir ensemble  

14 
 
9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served  

15 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School, Temple 
Beth Or 

16 17 
 
Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the 
Prophets - The 
prophecies of the 
three Isaiahs  

18 19 20 
 
5 PM, Family 
Chavurah "Tot" 
Shabbat  
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

21 

22 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School, Temple 
Beth Or 

23 24 
 
Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the 
Prophets - The 
prophet 
Jeremiah:  His life 
and writings  

25 26 27 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

28 

29 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School, Temple 
Beth Or 

30 31 
 
Noon, Adult Ed: 
Introducing the 
Prophets - The 
prophet Ezekial 
and his mystical 
visions  
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JANUARY 2017 Bulletin 

Holiday Hours and Information 
 

Gina Friday will be on vacation from 
December 27 and will return to work 

on Tuesday, January 3rd.  Office hours 
that week will be 9 AM - noon.  All 

efforts will be made to keep the office 
open and the phones staffed during 

her absence.  
  

On Friday, December 30th the 
building will open at  

5:30 PM for the 6 PM service. 

Please check at home, in 
your cars, etc. for any 

materials (books, films) 
that needed to be returned 

to the temple library. 

THANKS! 

Reminder that Kol Ami Religion School 
moves back to Temple Beth Or in January. 


