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A  V I E W  F R O M  T H E  B I M A H  

Comments on the  
Book of Esther 

This March 11 – a Saturday 
evening – we’ll gather for a 
very special Purim 
celebration.  Last year’s 
service at Agudath Israel Etz 
Ahayem was our first joint 
Purim service, and this year 
we’ll be hosting at Temple 

Beth Or – starting with a full dinner (our 
first on Purim!), Havdalah, the reading of 
the Megillah and a Harry Potter-themed 
shpiel directed by Jeff McKinney.  We’ll 
wind up with the traditional hamantaschen, 
and even include a glass of schnapps for a 
“L’chaim” toast (that last part not including 
minors!).  We should all wear our best 
costumes and be prepared for a fun evening.  
Let’s have a great turnout!  Personally, I’m 
ready for some diversion. 

Every year someone is bound to ask me, 
come Purim, whether the story is “real.”  
Was the Persian Jewish community actually 
threatened with extinction?  Jewish parents 
have named their children Mordecai and 
Esther since time immemorial, but were 
these hero and heroine of the Megillah 
historic personages?  And then, of course, 
the ultimate question as to whether it 
matters. 

The Harvard Bible scholar Robert Pfeiffer 
considered the Scroll of Esther “a brilliant 
hoax,” and concluded that the scroll was 
created during Maccabean times to reinforce 
patriotism at a time of sectarian 
factionalism .  Spinoza had earlier come to 
the same conclusion.  But whether the story 
is fable or fact or somewhere in between, it 
has sometimes been disparaged, even within 
Reform Judaism.  Thus a Reform Movement 
textbook called Jewish Festivals [UAHC, 
1937] taught that “it has no religious content 
and can arouse no pious thoughts.” 

For me, this is one of those cases where its 
historicity just doesn’t matter.  The story 
might be myth, but the paradigm is all too 
real.  The Book of Esther uses the word 
“Jew” in a new way, for the first time not as 
an individual, but as one with a national 
identity.  The events described have plagued 
the Jewish people in every era.  We read 
[3:8]:  “There is a certain people scattered 

among the peoples of your kingdom… 
Their laws are different… It is not in the 
king’s interest to tolerate them.”  These are 
words that we have heard even in our time, 
just as every generation has seen these 
events – the persecution, the destruction, and 
the occasional deliverance.  Indeed, having 
been witness to such a fate in our own time 
we read the Scroll of Esther with perhaps a 
deeper understanding than ever before. 

We may also reflect on the Scroll’s 
depiction of Jewish identity.  In emphasizing 
our national identity – ethnic identity, if you 
will – the book presages that secular view of 
Jewry that was to emerge in modern times. 
Indeed, this is the only biblical book in 
which the name of God does not appear, 
even when we would expect it.  The closest 
we come is when Mordecai says to Esther, 
“help will come to us from…another place.”  
Is this so very different from discussions that 
emerged after the Holocaust about the 
absence of God?   

Yet Maimonides, commenting on this 
glaring omission, concluded that the story of 
Esther is as important as the rest of Torah; 
he wrote that after the coming of the 
Messiah, Torah and Esther would be the 
only parts of our Bible that would remain; 
that Purim would still be observed. 

What could be so important about the story 
of Esther?  Behind the sometimes ridiculous 
story itself – a banquet lasting 180 days; a 
12-month “Miss Persia” contest; a gallows 
83 feet high; a Persian ruler who in the end 
permits the Jews to kill 75,000 Persians – is 
the crucial lesson that we must stand up for 
ourselves, for no one will do that for us. 
Esther teaches us about communal unity and 
self-reliance, and also about having the 
courage to act on our convictions.  Esther 
did not stand idly by, even upon threat of 
death; no matter how secure her people 
seemed, that security proved all too fragile.  
The existential dilemma she faced has all too 
clear parallels in our time, if only we would 
draw them. 

Meantime, I look forward to seeing some 
outrageous costumes, and hope we can turn 
out in force for a splendid, fun evening.  

Sunday, March 5, 9:30 AM, 
Religion School 
Tuesday, March 7, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: 
House of Hillel and the House of 
Shammai. 
Saturday, March 11, 6 PM, Purim 
service and dinner at Temple Beth 
Or. 
Sunday, March 12, 9:30 AM, 
Religion School - Daylight Savings 
Time 
Tuesday, March 14, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: 
The Hassidim and the Mitnagdim. 
Wednesday, March 15, 11 AM, 
L'Chaim League travels to Millbrook 
to have lunch at the Plantation House 
with guest speaker and personal 
property appraiser, Edward Pattillo. 
Thursday, March 16, 7 PM, Jewish 
Book Council author Melissa Fay 
Greene discusses her book "The 
Underdogs: Children, Dogs, and the 
Power of Unconditional Love." 
Sponsored by the Rothschild-
Blachschleger Lecture Series. 
Friday, March 17, 6 PM, 
Huntingdon College Night Shabbat 
Service and reception. Full choir 
ensemble. 
Saturday, March 18, 9:30 AM, 
Shabbat morning service and Torah 
study with Rabbi Stevens. Light 
brunch served. 
Sunday, March 19, 9:30 AM, No 
Religion School - Spring Break 
Tuesday, March 21, Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part series on great 
controversies in Jewish life. Topic: 
Reform Judaism and Orthodox 
Judaism. 
Thursday, March 23, 7 PM, JFCA 
presents Café Israel at Agudath 
Israel*Etz Ahayem. Guest speaker 

continued on page 10 

MARK	THE	DATE	.	.	.	
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Celebrating Our  
164th Year 

 
 
 
 
 

Since April 12, 1852 
 

ELLIOT L. STEVENS, D. D., RABBI 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 

Temple Beth Or Officers 
John Ives ......................................... President 
Steve Clein ..................................... Vice-President: Programs 
Joe Levin ........................................ Vice-President: Finance 
Larry Capilouto .............................. Treasurer 
Gracie Hanchrow ........................... Secretary 
Diane Weil ...................................... Immediate Past President 

 

Board Members 
Harriette Dorosin ............................ Adult Education 
Pete Hitchcock................................ Cemetery 
Jim Levy ......................................... Youth & Scholarship 
Jeff McKinney ................................ Religion School 
Sheryl Rosen .................................. Hospitality 
Steve Wallace ................................. Facilities 
Bob Weisberg ................................. Co-Membership 
Alison Williamson ......................... Co-Membership 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT      . MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT 
 Susan Finklestein Pete Hitchcock 

 

 Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday ..................................... Temple Administrator 
Elana Hagler ................................... Religion School Co-director 
Kerry Bleiberg ................................ Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith .................................... L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ................................ Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor .................................. Music Director 
Temple Singers ............................... Pete Hitchcock, Michelle Lott, 
Shane Nishibun, Tiffany Nishibun, David Peden, James Seay, 
Mabs Seay, Bill Taylor, Turia Stark Williams 

 

Office Hours  
    Monday                      CLOSED 
    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 9-4 
    Friday 9-2 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbiels@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

President’s Message  

Saturday, March 18  
Shabbat Morning Service 

 

On Saturday morning, March 18th, Rabbi 
Stevens will lead a Shabbat morning service.  
Service will run from  9:30 – 11:15 a.m. and 

include Torah study and a light brunch. 

President’s message can be seen on page 8.   
It will return to this location in April. 

Please be understanding of others 
when you come to Temple by 

avoiding heavily scented perfumes, 
colognes and lotions. 

Friday, March 24th at 6 PM 
Shabbat service with Guest speaker, Mayor Todd Strange. 

Afterwards, we will have a Shabbat dinner with Westchester 
Reform Temple of Scarsdale, NY.  

We will be serving wine, lasagna, salad, garlic bread and a variety 
of desserts all for $15 for adults (13 and up) and  

$7 for children 5-12. RSVP by March 17.  

Call Mae Cohen at 334-279-0881 or send your check to 2700 
Halcyon Downs Loop, 36117. We look forward to dining with you! 
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Bequest and Contingency Fund 
In Memory of Audri Schiller 

Alan and Diane Weil 

Blachschleger Library Fund 
In Honor of Alyssa and Emme Kaplan 

Alison and Greg Williamson 

Condolence Fund 
In Memory of Norma Hitchcock 

In Memory of Audri Schiller 
Lucille Goldsmith 

Food Festival 
In Honor of the 2017 Food Festival 

Mary Lynne Levy 
Diane and Barry Blondheim 

General Fund 
In Memory of Audri Schiller 
Barbara and Jay Rittenberg 

Doris and Phillip Bush 
Betty Ehrlich 

In Memory of Audri Schiller 
In Memory of Romie Arthur Berry 
In Memory of Norma Hitchcock 
In Memory of William Sparks " 

Bill" DeMent 
Susan and Joe Finklestein 

In Memory of Norma Hitchcock 
Clare Weil and Bob Weisberg 

Prayerbook Fund 
In Memory of Audri Schiller 

In Memory of Norma Hitchcock 
Celia and Charles Dubin 

 
MAR ANNIVERSARIES 

 
4 ... Mark & Natalie Mussafer 
6 ... Robert & Alison Berman 
8 ... Richard & Jeanette Hanan 
8 ... Tommy Wool & Laurie Weil 
23 . Ward & Lisa Newcomb 

MAR BIRTHDAYS 
2 ........ Kelly Capouya  
3 ........ Tommy Wool  
4 ........ Bob Sommer  
6 ........ Anna Bern  
6 Evalynn Monsky 

Duncan  
6 ........ Corinne Capilouto  
7 ........ Robin Blitz  
7 ........ Laurie Weil  
8 ........ Akiko Bloom  
10 ...... Betty Loeb  
15 ...... Karen Goldstein  
15 ...... Michael Capilouto  
16 ...... Myrna Rothfeder  
19 ...... Ira Weil  
20 ...... Philip Bernstein Jr. 
22 ...... Gracie Hanchrow  
23 ...... Sharon McDaniel  
23 ...... Jeff McKinney  
24 ...... Clare Weil  
29 ...... Beverly Bolen  
30 ...... Peggy Cohn  
31 ...... Celia Wool  
31 ...... Lee Hanan  
31 ...... Diana Lacey  

YAHRZEITS 
To be read March 3 

1/30/2017....... Irma Endel Spitzer 
2/26/2017....... Charles Strasburger 
2/26/2017....... Louise Cooper 
2/26/2017....... Samuel Blitz 
2/26/2017....... Zipora Baylinson 
2/27/2017....... Herbert F. Levy 
2/28/2017....... Fred Richard 
2/28/2017....... Wiley Hutto Levin 
3/1/2017 ........ Edward Franco 
3/1/2017 ........ Sidney W. Kohl 
3/2/2017 ........ Janis Sabel 
3/2/2017 ........ Simon Nyman 
3/3/2017 ........ Ann Tillinger 
3/3/2017 ........ Dr. Howard J. Goldstein 
3/4/2017 ........ Dr. I. E. Capilouto 

To be read March 10 
3/5/2017 ........ Leo K. Shwarts 
3/6/2017 ........ Alan Rice 
3/6/2017 ........ Bessie Moscovitz 
3/6/2017 ........ Raymond and Helen 
Goodman 
3/6/2017 ........ Richard Adler Rothschild 
3/7/2017 ........ Annie Golomb 
3/8/2017 ........ H. Van E. Hart 
3/8/2017 ........ Robert Scott Gordon 
3/10/2017....... Bernice Schulwolf 

To be read March 17 
3/12/2017....... Alex Jacob Cohn 
3/12/2017....... Clare Burke 
3/12/2017....... Diana K. Unterspan 
3/16/2017....... Susie Neumann Warren 
3/17/2017....... Charles Weisberg 
3/17/2017....... Natalie Moster Davis 
3/17/2017....... Van Eaton Hart 
3/18/2017....... Benjamin Sheftall 
3/18/2017....... Cheryl Rothfeder Zindler 

To be read March 24 
3/19/2017....... Roslyn Eagle 
3/21/2017....... Alphonse Levy 
3/21/2017....... Benjamin Benis 
3/21/2017....... Jay Coleman 
3/22/2017....... Bert Worth 
3/22/2017....... Walker Hobbie, Jr. 
3/23/2017....... Evelyn Richard Loeb 
3/23/2017....... Regina Kahn Loeb 
3/24/2017...... Beatrice (Dee Dee) Kohn 
3/24/2017...... Dorothy L. Klein 

To be read March 31 
3/26/2017...... Pinkie Hasson 
3/27/2017...... Matilda D. Cohen 
3/27/2017...... Mildred Ginsburg 
3/27/2017...... Myron C. Lobman 
3/30/2017...... Matilde Scheuer 

Birthday and 
Anniversary Blessings 

on March 10th 

Contributions to Funds 
We greatly appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and honoring 

their friends and loved ones through their 
generous contributions. Those that are 

received after the 20th of the month will be in 
the next bulletin. 

Recent Death 

Norma Hitchcock  ז״ל 

January 31, 2017 
 

Mother of Pete Hitchcock

Recent Death 

Alan Kaufman Levy ז״ל 

May 27, 1925 - February 13, 2017 
 

Former Temple Beth Or Member 

Recent Death 

Audri Schiller  ז״ל 

January 31, 2017 
  

Sister of Bette Sue Strasburger 
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SISTERHOOD 

Most of February was dedicated to 
baking and readiness for our Food 
Festival. Kudos to all our Sisterhood 
members and others who dedicated their 
time to baking. It would not have been 
completed without you....and the 
camaraderie was the best! 

Purim will be Sunday, March 11th. 
Jenny Ives who always presents a 
beautiful function is our chairperson. We 
will be hosting this year at TBO with 
Agudath Israel – Etz Ahayem. There 
will be lots of fun with a play, games 
and a delicious dinner. Please do not 
miss the fun! 

Friday Night, March 17th we will be 
hosting our friends from Huntingdon for 
our annual Huntingdon College Night. 
This is a nice service with so many 
young people attending.  There will be a 
reception following the service. Please 
come join us and help welcome our 
guests. 

Sisterhood will also be contributing to 
the purchase of a new dishwasher in the 
kitchen. This is long overdue. Many 
thanks to Jenny Ives for initiating this 
new purchase. 

Susan Finklestein 
Sisterhood President 

* * * 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

Save the date! Be sure and join us for an 
interesting program at a unique location, 
March 29th, 11:00 a.m. Plantation 
House in Millbrook. Our featured 
speaker will be Edward Pattillo, a 
renowned local antique and art appraiser. 
His life's work has taken him all over the 
world and he is offering to share his 
worldly finds with us.  The Plantation 
House offers a buffet lunch, as each 
person's responsibility. The Plantation 
House is a quaint old home furnished 
with antiques and atmosphere.  Deadline 
for reservations is March 24th.  

On April 25th, Bruce Lieberman, will 
be our featured speaker.  Bruce's tenure 
in the Attorney General Office will 
provide us with a front-row seat into 
Alabama laws.  Lunch will be served at 
11:30 at Temple Beth Or.  Look for 

more fun activities over the summer: 
Shakespeare Play and Reception; Blues 
Cruise aboard the Harriott II, and other 
events.  We look forward to seeing you 
at any or all of these events. 

Linda R Smith 
lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com 

* * * 

FROM THE LIBRARY 

Rabbi Stevens has donated to the temple 
library a collection of children’s books 
from PJ Library.  If you are not familiar 
with PJ Library, it is a literacy effort 
launched in 2005 (and influenced by 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 
program) that provides families with 
free, high-quality children’s books with 
a Jewish focus. 

Here are some of the titles you can now 
find in the temple library collection (to 
be found on the rotating shelving unit 
inside the door of the library): 

Max Makes a Cake by Michelle 
Edwards, illustrated by Charles 
Santoso.  Max and his father are baking 
a cake that will both a Passover cake and 
a birthday cake for Max’s mother, but 
Max grows impatient waiting on his 
father who is taking care of his baby 
sister. 

Sadie, Ori, and Nuggles Go to Camp by 
Jamie Korngold, illustrated by Julie 
Fortenberry.   Sadie and Ori are off to 
camp, but Ori worries that other children 
will make fun of him if he brings 
Nuggles, his beloved “Stuffy.” 

Uncle Eli’s Wedding by Tracy 
Newman, pictures by Sernur Isik.  
Daniel is frustrated that his beloved 
uncle Eli isn’t paying him the usual 
attention, but Uncle Eli has a wedding to 
focus upon.  This book helps teach 
children the significance of the Jewish 
wedding traditions. 

Sara Finds a Mitzva by Rebeka 
Simhaee, illustrated by Michael 
Weber.  Sara finds a lost duck.  She 
knows she should find the true owner 
and return it (hashavat aveida), but she 
has grown very attached to her new 
friend. 

Oy Vey! Life in a Shoe by Bonnie 
Grubman, illustration by Dave 

Mottram.  A different that usual 
perspective on the Tenth 
Commandment; Mr. Greenbaum relies 
upon the wisdom of his rabbi to gain 
contentment with his rather cramp living 
arrangements. 

Rabbi Benjamin’s Buttons by Alice B 
McGinty, illustrated by Jennifer 
Black Reinhardt.  Rabbi Benjamin has 
greatly benefited from the Jewish value 
of koi Yisroel aravim zeh le zeh.  
Perhaps too much so, as his lovely vests 
begin to be a little too snug.  Now he 
needs to focus a little more on shmirat 
haguf. 

Maya Pray for Rain by Susan Tarcov, 
illustrations by Ana Ochoa.  A nice 
Shemini Atzeret story.  Shimini Atzeret 
marks the beginning of the rainy season 
in Israel. 

Eric A. Kidwell, MLS 

* * * 

Tzlil B. McDonald, JFCA Community 
Engagement Coordinator  

Next year in Jerusalem - 
Literally! 

We traditionally end the Passover Seder 
with the wish, “L’Shanah HaBa’ah 
B’Yerushalayim”- “Next Year in 
Jerusalem!” This Passover, the Jewish 
Federation of Central Alabama (JFCA) 
is bringing the meaning of the phrase to 
life.  

I am very excited to share that in the 
spring of 2018, JFCA will present the 
significant opportunity to celebrate, as a 
community, Israel’s 70th Independence 
Day in the Holy Land. We also offer the 
option for a pre-mission to Poland to 
participate in the 30th anniversary of 
March of the Living.  

This community mission to Israel will 
not be just another vacation; we invite 
you on a profound journey to explore 
your Jewish identity and history. 
Together, we will walk in the steps of 
our ancestors, discover the places where 
our story began and learn about the 
reality of Israel.  

Also, you will be able to touch the work 
that Federation does and see in person 
the impact that your donations have in 

continued on next page 
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An invitation to 

Study with  

        Rabbi Stevens 
In Torah, the Israelites are commanded again 
and again to study, as when Moses orders: 
“Gather the people – men, women and children, 
and the strangers in your communities – that 
they may hear and so learn.”  In traditional 
Jewish culture the elite of society were not 
princes or warriors, but scholars, and they – not 
business or political leaders – were the most 
desirable marriage partners.  As the Talmud 
teaches:  “No one is poor except he who lacks 
knowledge. A person who has knowledge has 
everything. A person who lacks knowledge, 
what has he?”  

This year’s study program with Rabbi Stevens 
offers something for everyone – on Jewish 
history and culture, practices and prophets, 
controversies and humor. 

Join us! – and bring a friend, everyone is 
welcome.  We meet in the Blachschleger 
Library.  All classes are free and are on 
Tuesdays at noon, and meet for about an hour. 

CURRENT CLASS:  
GREAT CONTROVERSIES IN JEWISH HISTORY 

We Jews have almost always faced threats from the 
outside world – from the Greek Empire to the Romans; 
from the religious threats and persecutions of Christians 
and Moslems; from the racism of anti-Semities to the anti-
Israel threats from Israel’s Arab neighbors. 

But we have also faced internal challenges, as our 
community has tried to define itself through the ages.  
From the Biblical period when priests and prophets vied 
for the right to define Judaism’s religious message, 
Judaism has never been monolithic.  This course will 
explore five intense conflicts in Jewish life that, in some 
cases, came close to threatening schism.  Join us at Temple 
Beth Or for an adult education program that will cast 
Jewish history in a new light, as we take up these subjects.  

Tuesday, February 7,  Introducing the Prophets - The 
“minor” prophets, including Amos and Hosea (from the 
previous series). 
February 21, The Saducees vs. the Pharisees. 
February 28, The House of Hillel and the House of 

Shammai. 
March 7, The Karaites and the Rabbinites. 
March 14, The Hassidim and the Mitnagdim. 
March 21, Reform Judaism and Orthodox Judaism. 

TEMPLE 
BETH 

OR 

GUEST 
AUTHOR 
SERIES 

GUEST AUTHOR: 
Thursday, March 16, 7 PM 

 
Jewish Book Council author Melissa Fay 

Greene, discusses her book "The Underdogs: 
Children, Dogs, and the Power of 

Unconditional Love."  

 

Sponsored by the Rothschild-Blachschleger 
Lecture Series. 

. 

“In THE UNDERDOGS, Greene gives us a selection of deftly 
reported and illuminatingly researched stories that go much deeper 
than sentimental click bait, documenting the powerful ways dogs are 
helping reach some of the most vulnerable among us: children with 
disabilities… These are riveting stories not just because Greene, a 
master of narrative, picked good ones, but because she explains just 
how these relationships work at both ends of the leash. It’s not all 
feel-good Facebook fodder — there is one particularly unsparing tale 
of utter heartbreak here — but they’re important and revelatory 
stories. Greene invites us not to just marvel at the hero dogs, but 
understand them a little better, too.” 
–Kerry Lauerman, “Amazing Dogs that Change the Lives of 
Children with Disabilities,”The Washington Post, 5-29-16  

Israel. We will visit individual 
programs that the Federation’s 
annual campaign supports as well 
as the many wonderful programs of 
Federation’s partner agencies.  

As Federation sees the importance 
of Israeli education and expirience, 
we will provide subsidies to our 
members who are interested in 
going to Israel on this trip and 
unable to afford it.  

My father was born and raised in 
Jerusalem and I was blessed to 
spend much of my childhood in the 
holiest city in the world. It may 
sound like a cliché, but when you 
enter the city you can feel God’s 
spirit in the atmosphere. And even 
today, I get excited like a little girl 
when the car starts to climb on the 
road to Jerusalem and see the view 
of the ancient Temple Mount. It is 

so beautiful it probably will take 
your breath away and leave you 
speechless.  

My favorite place is Shuk Machne 
Yehuda mainly because it is still 
authentic, with all the flavors and 
aromas, the colors and the traders' 
interaction with the crowd. The 
market is a place where you can 
see the diversity of the many 
traditions and cultures in the Israeli 
society.  

There is no place like Israel! May 
we all experience our Jewish home 
next year! Amen!  

Want to learn more about the JFCA 
2018 mission to Israel? Contact our 
office at 334-277-5820. 

Tzlil B. McDonald, JFCA article, continued . . . 
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Temple Beth Or invites you to  join us for an 
evening of fun wearing your most elaborate 

Purim costume.   

Enjoy an enchanted, Purim dinner before our Purim shpiel.   
Dinner will feature a pasta bar, garlic bread, and salad.   
Hamentaschen will follow after the service and Megillah 

reading.  

Wine will be available for purchase for $10/bottle.   

Your check is your reservation and must be received by  
Friday, March 3rd.  Mail your check payable to  

Temple Beth Or, 2246 Narrow Lane Road, 36106 

Adults $12.00    Child (6-13) $7.00    Tots (0-5) Free 

Miles Haley Stevens born February 13th at 5:23 p.m. 
7 lbs. 1 oz. 19 inches - the 6th grandchild of Rabbi 
Stevens and Sandy Lynn, born to Daniel and 
Amanda in Los Angeles. 

 
HUNTINGDON 

COLLEGE  
NIGHT AT TBO - 

MARCH 17 
 

Once again, Temple Beth 
Or welcomes religion 
students and faculty of 
Huntingdon College to 
our temple for a program of discussion and 
worship, followed by a reception.  This long-
standing custom has proven to be important to 
both communities. 

On Friday evening, March 17, Rabbi Stevens will 
make an opening presentation to our guests at 
5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The students and 
faculty in the Department of Religion will then 
join us for services, after which our Sisterhood 
will host a reception open to all.  Please welcome 
our guests, and join us for this special service. 
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C E L E B R A T E  P A S S O V E R  A T  T B O !  

 
Join your temple community on Tuesday evening, April 11, when Rabbi Stevens will lead the second-
night Seder at TBO.  Sponsored by Sisterhood and professionally catered, this year’s Seder again uses “The 
Open Door,” a Passover Haggadah published by the Reform Movement.  Fully transliterated and beautifully 
illustrated, this Haggadah includes traditional and innovative blessings, gender inclusive language and all the 
old favorite songs as well as many new ones. 

Seating will begin at 5:30 PM, with the service to begin promptly at 6:00.  The entire program, including 
dinner, will conclude by 8:00 PM – assuming, of course, that someone finds the Afikomen!  Space is limited, 

so reserve now.  Deadline is April 6th. 

 
 
Cost for reservations:  
Adults:  $25.00 Adults  
Children:  $10.00 Children ages 6 – 12  
  Children 5 & under are free 
 
Please note: The Temple Sisterhood will be providing a 
delicious traditional Passover Seder and dinner which will 
include desserts and wine (you are welcome to bring your own 
kosher wine).  Reservation deadline is no later than April 
6th.  Your check is your reservation. 

 Send checks payable to Temple Beth Or Sisterhood and mailto: 

Temple Beth Or, 2246 Narrow Lane Road, Montgomery, 36106 
 

We look forward to having you with us! 
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The definition of volunteerism is “the use 
of involvement of volunteer labor, 
especially in community services.”  As 

you read this message, the single day of the Temple’s most significant use of volunteer labor, namely the Jewish 
Food Festival, will be a memory.  Even when forecasting another successful day, I can share with you that the 
number of volunteers this year was down from previous years. 
 
This event cannot be managed by just a few people and if we are to continue this tradition, we have to be able to 
count on as many of our members as possible.  I certainly understand that we have many members who are 
physically unable to volunteer and I know that several have made contributions to the Food Festival as their 
means to continue their support.   
 
I hope that by the time the bulletin is published, I will be proved wrong and that those who haven’t previously 
registered to work, bake or generally support the Food Festival will have stepped up.  I can’t thank enough those 
who give of their time and resources for many weeks prior to and on the day of the Festival.  Without you, we 
could not have such an overwhelmingly successful day. 

 

John Ives 

President’s Message  

WSFA’s Tonya Terry welcomes 
Temple representatives to her 
noontime show advertising the 

TBO Food Festival on 
Wednesday, February 22, 2017. 

Along with our annual Food Festival sponsors listed in the 
bulletin, please join us in thanking our local TV and radio 
shows for allowing Temple members to showcase the 
Food Festival on their various shows throughout the week 
of February 20-24.  
 
 WSFA Channel 12 
 WAKA Channel 8 
 Cumulus Radio – WMSP 1.3.5 FM  

(JT and Lee Ann’s show) 
 Mark Monteil’s show 
 Blue Water Broadcasting 
 Montgomery Independent 

Newspaper 
 BOOM Magazine 
 River Region Magazine 
 Montgomery Advertiser 
 Southern Jewish Life 
 
Milt Livingston 
TBO Food Festival 
Marketing Chair 
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Thank You to our 2017Food Festival Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

BBVA Compass 
Bern, Butler, Capilouto & Massey 

Paragon Construction & 
Development, Inc. 

USAmeriBank 

Bronze Sponsors 

Aronov Insurance 
BB&T 

Dignity Memorial 
Furlongs Security 
Oakworth Bank 

Total Sports Travel 

 Special Thanks to Hun ngdon College for generously accommoda ng our parking needs 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820, and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING 
AROUND  

DURING SERVICES? 
A wheelchair and walker are 
stored in the coat closet and 

are available to members and 
guests during Temple events. 

If you have accumulated 
unused Temple Beth Or 

donation envelopes 
please feel free to drop 
them off at the Temple 
office so they may be 

reused. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur. This is a missed 
opportunity for the calls and visits the rabbi would like to share. Please let the temple know if there is a 

concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

will be Amiram Jakir, an Israeli officer 
at Maxwell AFB. He will discuss the 
topic of the Six-Day War.. 
Friday, March 24, 5 PM, Family 
Chavurah "Tot" Shabbat service in the 
Blachschleger Library - suitable for 
children of all ages. 
Friday, March 24, 6 PM, Shabbat 
service with Guest speaker, Mayor 
Todd Strange. Afterwards, we will have 
a Shabbat dinner with Westchester 
Reform Temple of Scarsdale, NY. We 
will be serving wine, lasagna, salad, 
garlic bread and a variety of desserts all 
for $15 for adults (13 and up) and $7 for 
children 5-12. RSVP by March 17. Call 
Mae Cohen at 334-279-0881 or send 
your check to 2700 Halcyon Downs 
Loop, 36117. We look forward to 
dining with you! 
Sunday, March 26, 9:30 AM, No 
Religion School - Spring Break 
Sunday, April 2, 9:30 AM, Religion 
School 
Tuesday, April 4, Noon, Adult 
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A two-
part series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part 

1 of 2. 
Friday, April 7, 6 PM, Shabbat service 
featured our choir ensemble singing 
some of the great classics of our musical 
tradition. This service will mark the 
165th anniversary of our congregation. 
Saturday, April 8, 9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service and Torah study with 
Rabbi Stevens. Light brunch served. 
Sunday, April 9, 9:30 AM, Religion 
School - Model Seder 
Tuesday, April 11, 6 PM, Second 
Seder. Seating will begin at 5:30 PM, 
with the service to begin promptly at 
6:00. 
Sunday, April 16, 9:30 AM, No 
Religion School - Passover 
Tuesday, April 18, Noon, Adult 
Education with Rabbi Stevens. A two-
part series on Jewish Ethical Wills. Part 
2 of 2. 
Sunday, April 23, 9:30 AM, Religion 
School 
Sunday, April 23, TBD, Community 
Interfaith Holocaust Memorial Service 
at Agudath Israel*Etz Ahayem. 
Reception follows. 

Tuesday, April 25, 11:30 AM, 
L'Chaim League luncheon with guest 
speaker, Bruce Lieberman. Location 
and details to follow. 
Friday, April 28, 6 PM, Men's Club 
Shabbat. Guest speaker will be Joe 
Levin, co-founder of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. A wine and cheese 
reception precedes service at 5:15 PM. 
Sunday, April 30, 5 PM - 8 PM, JFCA 
Israel Independence Celebration at 
Wynlakes Golf & Country Club. 
Featuring Israeli food and comedian 
Joel Chasnoff. Reservations required. 
Sunday, April 30, 9:30 AM, Religion 
School 
Tuesday, May 2, Noon, Adult Ed: 
Pirkei Avot: The Wisdom of the 
Sages.  Part 1 of 2. This collection of 
rabbinic wisdom, now 1,800 years old, 
summarizes the central teachings of 
Judaism.  Many sayings are well-
known, some less so, but most remain 
amazingly relevant in our day 
Sunday, May 7, 9:30 AM, Religion 
School 
 

Mark the Date . . .continued from cover 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
Each child of a member(s) in good standing of Temple Beth Or 
is eligible for financial assistance to offset the registration fee to 
attend an overnight Jewish Youth camp.  Each camper shall be 
eligible for up to $500 to attend a four-week session or $250 to 
attend a two-week session.  All financial awards are at the sole 

discretion of the Board of Directors of Temple Beth Or. 
 

Contact the Temple office for an application.   
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 15TH. 

Alvin Steinhart Scholarships for Postsecondary 
Education are now available.  Applicants must be: 

 Jewish 
 Members of Temple Beth Or 
 Graduating High School Seniors or Current 

College Students 
 
Applications are available through the Temple office.  
Deadline for submission is April 1st.  Please contact 
Diane Weil at dianeweil@me.com if you need further 

information.  
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Want an updated look at what’s going on at Temple? Go to www.templebethor.net. 

March 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

4 

5 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School 

6 7 
 
Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part 
series on great 
controversies in 
Jewish life. Topic: 
House of Hillel 
and the House of 
Shammai. 
 

8 9 10 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

11 
 
6 PM, Purim 
service and dinner 
at Temple Beth Or  

12 
 
9:30 AM, Religion 
School - Daylight 
Savings Time  

13 14 
 
Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part 
series on great 
controversies in 
Jewish life. Topic: 
The Hassidim and 
the Mitnagdim.  

15 
11 AM, L'Chaim 
League travels to 
Millbrook to have 
lunch at the 
Plantation House 
with guest speaker 
and personal 
property appraiser, 
Edward Pattillo  

16 
7 PM, Jewish 
Book Council 
author Melissa 
Fay Greene, 
discusses her book 
"The Underdogs: 
Children, Dogs, 
and the Power of 
Unconditional 
Love."  

17 
 
6 PM, Huntingdon 
College Night 
Shabbat Service 
and reception. Full 
choir ensemble  

18 
 
9:30 AM, Shabbat 
morning service 
and Torah study 
with Rabbi 
Stevens. Light 
brunch served.  

19 
 
9:30 AM, No 
Religion School - 
Spring Break  

20 21 
 
Noon, Rabbi 
Stevens’s five-part 
series on great 
controversies in 
Jewish life. Topic: 
Reform Judaism 
and Orthodox 
Judaism  

22 23 
7 PM, JFCA 
presents Café 
Israel at AIEA. 
Guest speaker will 
be Amiram Jakir, 
an Israeli officer at 
Maxwell AFB. He 
will discuss the 
topic of the Six-
Day War  

24 
 
6 PM, Shabbat 
service with Guest 
speaker, Mayor 
Todd Strange; 
followed by a 
Shabbat dinner 
with Westchester 
Reform Temple 

25 

26 
 
9:30 AM, No 
Religion School - 
Spring Break  

27 28 29 30 31  
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PURIM SHPIEL! CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 
This year’s Purim service – on Saturday evening March 
11 – will be unlike any other here at TBO. Cosponsored 
with the Synagogue, we plan a full dinner and Megillah 

reading, and a new Purim “Shpiel” based on Harry 
Potter. If you can help with set-up and/or tear down, 
please contact Rabbi Stevens for more information. 

FAMILY FRIENDLY 
SERVICES 

especially for toddlers, 
kids, moms, dads and 

grandparents too!  
 

5:00 - 5:30 PM in 
the Library 

 
March 24 

 

Tot 

TBO would like to recognize 
any graduating high school 

or college students.   
 
 
 
 
 

Please call the Temple  
(262-3314) with any 

graduations you might be 
aware of. 

I have pencil plants (succulents) 
which need pruning, and would like to 
offer cuttings to any TBO member 
who is interested.  The beauty of 
these is they grow like crazy and 
need watering only about once a 
month! 

Louisa Weinrib, 262-6155  


