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Rabbi’s Report 
Before I begin with my report, I would 
like to personally thank Gina and 
Marlon for all that they do to support 

Temple Beth Or.  They are essential to the wellness and 
running of the congregation.  Gina has been a wonderful 
guide into the rhythms, practices, and personalities of the 
Temple.  She has made my immersion into the 
congregation and my functioning as the rabbi easy tasks. 

I am honored to stand before you this evening.  My 
memory of the interview process last year is hazy, lost to 
what was a hurried, eventful, and adrenaline filled month.  
I do, however, remember, though not specifically, that I 
delivered a sermon around the time of the annual meeting.  
I recall feeling gratitude for the opportunity to serve a 
congregation.  As the past year has unfolded, my initial 
gratitude had transformed into a deep appreciation of this 
congregation. 

I am often asked why I came to Montgomery.  I explain in 
my roundabout fashion that as a newly ordained rabbi I, 
along with the majority of my colleagues, was focused on 
obtaining a pulpit in a major, metropolitan area.  Now, as 
a seasoned rabbi, my perspective has changed.  It is no 
longer place but people that are important to me.  I chose 
to apply to Temple Beth Or because I was, and continue 
to be, taken by the dedication, leadership, community, and 
warmth of its members.  There are days that I wake up 
and think about how fortunate I am; times when I sit in 
my office and recognize the gift bestowed upon me as 
your rabbi.  So, thank you. 

My first sermon as your rabbi challenged.  It clearly 
revealed how I view Judaism and our role as Jews in this 
country.  I have found a place for my voice both in the 
congregation and within the greater community of 
Montgomery.  As I ask when I deliver sermons that touch 
on hard subjects which might challenge our suppositions, 
beliefs, and social stances – to listen, to hear, and then to 
enter into dialogue, so too have I done so in my public 
words to various groups within Montgomery.  I have 
discovered like-minded people and have engaged with 
people who differ.  With both I have endeavored to 
present Judaism as an open, broad ranging, inclusive, and 
just faith.  I have spoken from the heart, with certainty of 
purpose, with a specific Jewish voice, and from a 

determined, 
honest, and 
inclusive, 
perspective.  
My purpose, 
in all activities 
that engage 
the broader 
community, is to be a good spokesperson for Judaism, a 
teacher of the values inherent in our faith, and a strong 
and reasoned voice for our Jewish community.  I have 
learned that, while not all agree with me, or even 
understand much about Judaism, I can chip away at 
resistance and invite conversation; while knowing this is a 
long process. 

As your rabbi, during the past 10.5 months, I represented 
the Jewish community by participating in the Community 
Response to the murder of Jewish worshippers in 
Pittsburgh and being interviewed by the local news and 
radio stations; praying with our Islamic brethren at their 
mosque and attending a memorial service there as well 
following the massacre of worshippers in 2 mosques in 
New Zealand.  I delivered a prayer of Thanksgiving at our 
annual joint Thanksgiving service with First United 
Methodist Church and Episcopal Church of the 
Ascension; witnessed the ordination of Candice Frazer at 
Ascension; spoke about Judaism to the morning men’s 
group at Ascension and at First United Methodist in 
Prattville; delivered a prayer of departure at Dexter 
Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church on the occasion of 
the centennial of Judge M. Frank Johnson, Jr; delivered a 
blessing before the meal at the annual Character Day 
luncheon at the Capital; delivered the invocation for the 
annual MACOA luncheon fundraiser; delivered a prayer 
on the National Day of Prayer at the Montgomery Prayer 
Breakfast for God’s People and the World; and will 
deliver the message and benediction at The Montgomery 
Academy’s baccalaureate service and invocation and 
benediction at the school’s graduation service.  I have also 
been a participant in Montgomery’s Interfaith Clergy 
Group, created and coordinated, with Turia, a thematic 
interfaith Holocaust Service whose focus was on the acts 
of the righteous gentile, and, next year, will serve as co-
Vice-President of programming, as well as being part of a 
newly formed Multifaith/Multi-ethnic clergy group.  
Further, I delivered the invocation for the Alabama 
Holocaust Commission’s Yom HaShoah service.  I have, 
in addition, been present at Alabama Institute for Social 
Justice lectures, at a meeting of the Poor People’s 
Campaign held at Immanuel Presbyterian Church, have 
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Celebrating Our  
166th Year 

 
 
 

Since April 12, 1852 

 
 

Scott Looper, Rabbi 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 
Temple Beth Or Officers 

Morris Capouya ......................... President 
Karen Goldstein ......................... Vice-President 
Larry Capilouto ......................... Treasurer 
Jeff Blitz .................................... Secretary 
John Ives .................................... Immediate Past President 

 
Board Members 

 

SISTERHOOD PRES.      MEN’S CLUB Co-PRES. 
 Mae Cohen Milt Livingston/Lew Nyman 

 
 Temple Beth Or Staff 

Gina Friday ............................. Temple Administrator 
Kerry Bleiberg ........................ Religion School Co-director 
Jeff McKinney ........................ Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith............................. L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ......................... Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor........................... Music Director 
Turia Stark Williams .............. Music Administrator 
 Cantorial Soloist 
Temple Singers ....................... Michele Lott, Shane Nishibum 

Tiffany Nishibun, David Peden, 
James Seay, Mabs Seay,  
Bill Taylor,  
Turia Stark Williams 

 

Office Hours  
    Monday                    ..................   CLOSED 

    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. ........................... 9-4 

    Friday ..................................................... 9-2 
 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbisl18@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  
or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

Birthday and 
Anniversary Blessings 

on June 7 & July 12  

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 
Gracie Hanchrow 

Scott Harris 
Joy Kaplan 
Jim Levy 

Steve Wallace 
Alison Williamson 

Please be understanding of others when you come 
to Temple by avoiding heavily scented perfumes, 

colognes and lotions. 

The reports from the May 16 Annual Meeting will 
begin with the Rabbi’s report on the cover and 
continue on page 4. The President’s message 

will return to this space in the next issue. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
4 ........ Mike Weinrib  
6 ........ Aaron Bern  
8 ........ Joan Hanan  
11 ...... Sari Capilouto  
14 ...... Turia Williams  
19 ...... Milt Livingston  
20 ...... Carol Loeb  
21 ...... Joyce Strassburger  
23 ...... Greg Williamson  
23 ...... Stephen Weinrib  
26 ...... Charlotte Mussafer  
27 ...... Karen Lieberman  
28 ...... Craig Goldstein  
 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
5 ....... Jarred & Joy Kaplan 
10 ..... Steve & LeAnne Wallace 
12 ..... Joe & Charlotte Mussafer 
15 ..... Gene & Jean Harris 
16 ..... Hugh & Beverly Bolen 
18 ..... David & Janice Baylinson 
18 ..... Sam & Liza Kaufman 
19 ..... Ron & Joanne Shum 
20 ..... Mike & Louisa Weinrib 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
7 ........ Michael Goldner  
11 ...... Gene Harris  
12 ...... Mae Cohen  
20 ...... Jeff Blitz  
22 ...... Pete Ginsburg  
22 ...... Lydia Beringer  
22 ...... Angela Abraham  
23 ...... Celeste Sabel  
24 ...... Burke Schloss  
30 ...... Buddy Rousso  
30 ...... Susan King  
31 ...... Steve Clein  
31 ...... David Berry  
 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
2 ....... Jamie & Carol Loeb 
6 ....... Bob Weisberg & Clare Weil 
10 ..... Adam & Dawn Schloss 
11 ..... Greg & Alison Williamson 
14 ..... Edward & Angela Abraham 
28 ..... Rick & Marlene Beringer 
29 ..... Ronnie & Barbara Leet 
30 ..... John & Jenny Ives 

Recent Death 
 

Elise Toney  ז״ל 

 
April 29, 2019 

 
Wife of Terry Toney; sister-in-

law to Carolyn; and cousin/sister
-in-law to Nikki Rothschild 

Recent Death 
 

Inez Willis Toney ז״ל 

 
April 26, 2019 

 
Mother of Carolyn Rothschild 

and Terry Toney 

Condolence cards may be mailed to: 
 

Terry Toney 
2155 Bowen Drive 

Montgomery, 36106 

 
 

Carolyn and Nikki Rothschild 
3161 Rolling Road 

Montgomery, 36111 

Recent Death 

Fujiko Tatsumi (81)  ז״ל 

March 9, 2019 
 

Condolences may be mailed  
to her daughter, Akiko Bloom at  

2208 Hampstead Mews,  
Montgomery, AL, 36117 
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Building Fund 
On the Yahrzeit of Victor E. Hanan 

Joan Hanan 

Condolence Fund 
In Memory of 

Alan Goldsmith and Jules Adler 
Lucille Adler 

Cotton Medical Fund 
In Memory of Sampson Cotton, Sr. 

Gracie and Jack Hanchrow 

Endowment Fund 
To assist with repairs at the Temple 

Bill Brounstein 

Floral Fund 
In appreciation of Peggy Mussafer for 

doing the Shabbat flowers. 
Myrna and Alan Rothfeder 

In Memory of 
Gloria Kupferberg 

Lynne and Pete Ginsburg 

On the Yahrzeits of 
Jeannette & Simon Nyman 

Karen and Lew Nyman 

In Memory of 
Sampson Cotton, Sr. 

Lynne and Pete Ginsburg 

General Fund 
In Memory of 

Sampson Cotton, Sr. 
Mike and Maxine Goldner 

Ground Beautification 
In Memory of 

Sampson Cotton, Sr. 
Karen and Lew Nyman 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Memory of 

Dorothy Shapiro 
Lisa Shapiro 

In Memory of 
Elise Loeb Toney 

Carol Kaplan & Rick Cohn 

In Memory of 
Elizabeth Stenger 

Lisa Shapiro 

Social Concerns 
In Honor of 

Louisa & Mike Weinrib's  
60th Anniversary 

Burke Schloss 

YAHRZEITS 

To be read April 5 
4/02/2019 ...... Abraham Rothfeder 
4/04/2019 ...... Zelda Franco 
4/05/2019 ...... Edwin Jacob 

To be read June 7 
6/02/2019 ...... Julian H. Kohn 
6/06/2019 ...... Denise K. Hanan 
6/06/2019 ...... Sol Hersberg 
6/07/2019 ...... Jeannette D. Capouya 

To be read June 14 
6/09/2019 ...... Evelyn Burger 
6/09/2019 ...... Leon Burger 
6/10/2019 ...... Albert Freehling 
6/10/2019 ...... Jack H. Abraham 
6/12/2019 ...... Eli Capilouto 
6/14/2019 ...... Nellie Loeb 

To be read June 21 
6/17/2019 ...... Carol Loeb Hagedorn 
6/17/2019 ...... Rosalie Rosenberg 
6/18/2019 ...... Jack L. Toney 
6/19/2019 ...... Elinor Carlton 
6/19/2019 ...... Jean Capouya 
6/19/2019 ...... Julien M. “Sonny” 
 Strassburger 
6/19/2019 ...... Louis Jacobson 
6/20/2019 ...... Bernard Hanan 
6/20/2019 ...... Jeanette Cohen Rousso 
6/21/2019 ...... Rabbi Elliot L. Stevens 
6/21/2019 ...... Rachel H. Capp 
6/22/2019 ...... Kalman Shwarts 

To be read June 28 
6/23/2019 ...... Helen L. Levi 
6/24/2019 ...... Genevieve L. Roberts 
6/24/2019 ...... Michael Looper 
6/24/2019 ...... Roy Shinpaugh 
6/27/2019 ...... Hermine Herzfeld 
6/27/2019 ...... Olga Franco 
6/29/2019 ...... Pamela Weil 

To be read July 5 
7/01/2019 ...... Sigmund Weil 
7/02/2019 ...... Alex Marion 
7/02/2019 ...... Robert L. Cooper, Jr. 
7/03/2019 ...... Faye Stamm Greil 
7/04/2019 ...... Diana Kahn Weil 
7/06/2019 ...... Harold Straus 

To be read July 12 
7/08/2019 ...... Ann Marks 
7/09/2019 ...... Olivia Rose Shwarts 
 Jacobson 
7/10/2019 ...... Tommie Moses Coleman 
7/12/2019 ...... Gilbert Ross 
7/12/2019 ...... Joseph J. Levin, Sr. 
7/12/2019 ...... Mary Jane Schiffman 
 Wallace 
7/12/2019 ...... Regina Piha Capilouto 
7/13/2019 ...... Anna Stiller Anshel 

To be read July 19 
7/14/2019 ...... Richard Stenger 
7/15/2019 ...... Joseph Golomb 
7/15/2019 ...... Rebecca Sherman  
 Blotner 
7/16/2019 ...... Louise Finklestein 
7/17/2019 ...... Carolyn Endel Printz 
7/17/2019 ...... Charles H. Wampold, Jr. 
7/18/2019 ...... Michael Deutsch 
7/19/2019 ...... Margaret Cohn Bonfield 

To be read July 26 
7/21/2019 ...... Marjorie Beringer Julian 
7/23/2019 ...... Nellie Weil 
7/24/2019 ...... Babs Klein Heilpern 
7/24/2019 ...... William Sklar 
7/26/2019 ...... Joan Baim Blach 
7/27/2019 ...... Mose Moscovitz 

Contributions to Funds:  We greatly 
appreciate the people who support 
Temple Beth Or by remembering and 
honoring their friends and loved ones 
through their generous contributions. 
Contributions received after the 20th of 
the month will be in the next bulletin. 

Recent Death 
 

Dorothy Van Cleeff  ז״ל 

April 10, 2019 
 

Condolences may be mailed  
to her son, Jerry Van Cleeff,  

3466 Fernway Drive,  
Montgomery 36111 

_________________________ 

Recent Death 
 

John S. Dunning  ז״ל 

April 1, 2019 
 

Brother-in-Law of John Ives 

Condolence cards may be mailed to 
John Ives, 2028 Myrtlewood Drive, 

Montgomery, 36111 
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Annual reports, continued from cover. 

volunteered to be on the Governance 
Committee for the establishment of the 
EJI marker for lynching that occurred 
in Montgomery, and testified before a 
legislative committee on the questions 
of teaching Bible as an elective in 6th-
12th grade public schools.  Recently I 
was part of a panel with Joe Levin 
about eugenics, while early on in my 
tenure I participated in a planning 
session for Montgomery 2040. 

Within the congregation I have been 
afforded the opportunity to write and 
give weekly sermons, something for 
which I did not have the time to prepare 
in my previous congregation.  It has 
been a wonderful experience and has 
provided avenues of connection and 
conversation among us.  It has also 
stimulated my thinking and learning.  I 
have learned the law that Friday 
evening services are to be from 6-7 pm.  
No penalty is assessed for finishing 
early, although no time is accrued for 
future service over-runs.  I have worked 
with Turia, encouraging her to share her 
thoughts around musical selections with 
the congregation.  She has a wonderful 
knowledge of the repertoire of Jewish/
liturgical music.  We as a congregation 
are truly blessed by her presence and 
leadership.  There have been many 
times during the past year’s Shabbat 
services that she has moved me to silent 
and awed appreciation.   

I have co-taught a class on Sundays 
with Rabbi Kramer, spent time visiting 
with the other students in their 
classrooms, helped teachers with their 
teaching and added insights and 
information to what each individual 
class was studying that day, and led 
services.   I have led a book discussion 
for the L’Chaim League, taught a six-
session adult ed course on the opening 
stories of Genesis and will continue the 
series in the Fall.  I am also going to 
offer a “Torah on Tuesday” evening 
class on the weekly Torah portion 
beginning in July.  I will be going to 
Camp Jacobs at the end of June for a 
week to serve on faculty, and have 
supported our youth with camperships 
from my discretionary fund.   

I have conducted several funeral 
services, as well as dedications of grave 

markers, 4 conversions, a baby naming, 
and a bar mitzvah.  I gave two lectures 
during our Jewish Food Festival and 
made matzo ball soup for sale.  I was so 
impressed by the level of preparation 
and participation by congregants.  The 
Jewish Food Festival and Treasure 
Market is a lot of work but pulls us all 
together.  I have taken time to visit with 
those who are aging or sick – at their 
place of residence or at the hospital.  I 
have counseled and guided in times of 
loss.  I have celebrated with families as 
well.  Outside of the congregation I was 
invited and so offered a prayer of 
dedication for the addition at the Bloom 
Hillel at the University of Alabama.  
One of the opportunities afforded me as 
the rabbi of Beth Or, and for the 
congregation as well, is to welcome 
Jews from congregations throughout 
the United States.  We are given the gift 
to demonstrate our Southern hospitality 
and to speak of the richness of the 
Southern Jewish experience with those 
who do not know much about our 
history.   

At the outset of my first year here I 
gained at least 10 lbs.  Those meet and 
greets did me in.  I have shared Shabbat 
and weekday evening meals and 
lunches with congregants.  I am well-
fed.  I have experienced such kind 
embrace and support.  After settling in I 
moved my 90-year-old mother from 
Chicago.  Congregants have been so 
welcoming of her, even going on walks 
with her, taking her to the theatre and 
lunch, inviting her along with me for 
dinner or on her own.  Her transition 
has, at times been challenging.  I truly 
thank you for all your help and 
welcome. 

I look forward to continuing the path 
that has been established.  I plan on 
being a continued, present voice in and 
for our Jewish community.  I plan on 
continuing to teach classes, to work 
with potential converts, and to offer a 
“Taste of Judaism” -- a 3-session 
course for the public.  I look forward to 
planning a congregational weekend 
retreat and entering into a conversation 
about a future trip to Israel.  Most of all, 
I am looking forward to the joy I have 
come to know in being your rabbi and 

in sharing the journey with you. 

Rabbi Scott Looper 

President’s Report 

Exactly 10 years ago, I stood before 
many of you and delivered my first 
“President’s Report” as I finished my 
first annual term in this position. I 
reported on some of our 
accomplishments during that year 
which were: 

 The merger of the Sunday Schools 
from both congregations 

 A new templebethor.net website 
that was launched 

 Rabbi Stevens had just completed 
his 2nd year of his initial three-year 
contract 

 Financially, we operated a bit better 
than budget, AND 

 We hosted our most successful 
Food Festival to date 

Fast forward to this past year and some 
of these same themes are very similar. 
Our most recent Food Festival and 
Treasure Market was the most 
successful to date thanks to the tireless 
efforts of our Chair, Jenny Ives and her 
cast of able associates. We have 
operated according to the financial 
budget we passed at last year’s meeting.  
Some other notable accomplishments 
during the past year were: 

 Hiring and Installation of a New 
Rabbi 

 Formation of a security committee 

 Installation of a new phone system 

 The resurfacing of our parking lot, 
AND 

 The replacement of all sewer and 
wastewater infrastructure 

A year ago at this time, The Temple’s 
Rabbinical Search Committee had not 
yet hired a permanent Rabbi and was 
starting to consider a number of short-
term solutions as we awaited the arrival 
of Rabbi Scott Looper, who was to 
make his initial visit to Montgomery to 
meet and interview with our search 
committee, and then meet other 
members of our community during a 
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dinner hosted in his honor. Rabbi 
Looper made such an impression on our 
group that we extended him an offer 
during his visit, which thankfully he 
accepted to become our next Rabbi. I 
remember Rabbi Looper commenting 
during his interview process that he 
wanted to build deeper, more 
meaningful relationships in his next 
Rabbinate which he may not have been 
able to do at a larger congregation. In 
fact, only a few days after arriving in 
Montgomery prior to the beginning of 
his actual tenure, he attended Sabbath 
Eve Services the last Friday in June 
2018 not as our Rabbi but as a lay 
person, so that he could begin that 
process of making personal connections 
with congregants.  A year later, I want 
to thank Rabbi Looper not only for his 
service to our congregation but for 
building and fostering the personal 
relationships that bind us all together. 

Many of you may have heard about or 
may be directly involved with our 
newly formed Security Committee 
chaired by John Ives. While we have 
always been vigilant about our safety 
and security, Temple Leadership 
decided it would be of great value to 
our organization to form this committee 
to focus on safety and security of our 
facility, especially given the 
acceleration in the number of 
catastrophic incidents committed at 
various houses of worship. Once I bring 
this Annual Meeting to a close, John 
Ives will provide us with a report on the 
security committee’s work to date. 

Looking forward, I wanted to give you 
a preview of some major projects that 
the Executive Committee and Board 
will be working on within the next 
fiscal year: 

 Security improvement 
recommendations and funding 

 Landscaping and site improvements 
to the front entrance of our building 
and areas facing Narrow Lane Road 

 Cultivating Temple Leadership and 
Committee Participation 

In closing, I want to express my thanks 
to: 

 Each member of the board of 

trustees for their service during this 
past year, especially the executive 
committee 

 Everyone who participated in the 
preparation of the reception this 
afternoon 

 Gina Friday for attending to all her 
duties as Temple Administrator and 
the unique demands of being the 
point person for our operation. 

 Marlon Cotton for his consistency 
and reliable service in maintaining 
and securing our facility. 

 Turia Stark Williams for not only 
performing beautifully as our 
cantorial soloist but for managing 
all facets of our spiritual music. 

Another year in the life of Temple Beth 
Or is in the books, and I hope you have 
found the Temple’s leadership and staff 
both responsive and compassionate. I 
sincerely appreciate the support that I 
have received from each of you, and I 
look forward to another successful year 
before us. 

Morris Capouya 

Sisterhood’s Report 

I was not looking forward to following 
Susan Finklestein as President of 
Sisterhood. Susan has been a wonderful 
sounding board. But I did not think I 
would be successful in accomplishing 
all of the things she did. Then I realized 
that I had a supportive board and I knew 
Sisterhood could handle anything that 
we needed to do! 

This year we had many firsts, and that 
worried me. My first year, Rabbi 
Looper’s first year, and it was the first 
year we tried billing for dues with the 
Temple dues. Three new things. I am 
superstitious! Three! Well from what I 
can see, the last two have worked out, 
so maybe the first is ok too! 

We kicked off the year with our Rosh 
Hashanah Reception chaired by Corinne 
Capilouto. Corinne and her ladies made 
the social hall a delicious place to wish 
others a Happy New Year. The 
following day, apples and honey were 
wonderful thanks to Joy Kaplan. 

Susan Finklestein and her helpers 

superbly provided break the fast for all 
of our hungry congregants on Yom 
Kippur. Not an easy task. 

Thank you, Celia Dubin, for the Sukkot 
special meal. It was most appreciated. 
On Simchat Torah, Marline Beringer 
and Betty Goldberg handled the 
reception very nicely, as always. 

Our Opening Meeting took place at the 
lovely home of Carol Loeb. Carol 
welcomed us as we discussed the things 
we hoped to accomplish during the 
year.  

The cheesecake fundraiser chaired by 
Marlene Beringer and Lisa Weil is the 
next exciting thing the sisterhood was 
involved with. Boy was that fun! 
Sisterhood made over $5,400. I hope all 
of you bought one. If not, you will have 
the chance again in 5 months!  

Our Chanukah Dinner was delightful 
and fun for all that attended, thanks to 
Jenny Ives and Karen Lieberman. 

That was followed by the Sisterhood 
Shabbat Service, which was fabulously 
executed by the ladies of our 
congregation. Our speaker was Lynn 
Beshear, Commissioner of the Mental 
Health Association of Alabama. Carol 
Loeb directed a gorgeous reception 
afterwards. 

Huntingdon College Night was our next 
event, which Diane Weil chaired nicely. 
We had a very large attendance at the 
Temple. 

Our Purim celebration was a little 
different this year because it fell during 
spring break, but it was still fun. The 
hamantashen were delicious, and Aimee 
Harris and Joy Kaplan did a great job. 

Julie Goolsby has chaired the Seder for 
many years and this year Alison 
Williamson was her co-chair. The two 
of them did a beautiful and delicious 
job. The congregation enjoyed Rabbi 
Looper’s direction of the Seder. 

The Closing meeting is coming up on 
May 21, at Jenny Ives’ terrific home. 
She and Kelly Capouya are working on 
that. Thank you for your efforts. 

Candle lighters are a continuous 

Continued on next page 
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MEN’S CLUB SUMMER FUN! 
  

ALL ABOARD AT THE CALERA &  
SHELBY TOURIST RAILROAD 

On Saturday July 20, the Men’s Club will be driving north to 
Calera, Alabama, for a fun “Wild West Days” trip on the C & S, 
which is part of the Heart Of Dixie Railroad Museum. 

Their railroad is 6 miles long, winding through a golf course and the 
beautiful Alabama countryside. 

That day, the train may be held up by some bad dudes, who might 
be interacting with the passengers to see what valuables they have! 
The local sheriff’s posse will be on the look-out to protect our 
innocent riders. 

We will board the first train of the day, leaving at 10 a.m. to avoid 
the afternoon heat, and it is suggested that we ride in the railroad’s 
open-air cars to get the best view of the action. For the faint-of-
heart, there will be an air conditioned car, but it will miss most of 
the fun. No seats are reserved, so we need to board as a group to be 
able to sit together. The trip itself will be about 2 hours. 

All riders need to be at the 
railroad by 8:30 a.m. The 
address is 1919 9th St., 
Calera AL. It’s almost 
exactly one hour north of 
Montgomery on I-65, take 

the exit for State Hwy. 25, then turn left toward town. Directions are available at 
www.hodrrm.org. After the trip, there are several lunch alternatives in the area. 

Tickets are $17 for ages 12-64; $15 for ages 65+ and military; $12 for ages 2-11. 

Please send your ticket order to Milt Livingston (2845 Zelda Road, Apt. D-4, 
Montgomery AL  36106), along with a check made out to the Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum. Milt is not only the 
coordinator, but is also going to be part of the volunteer train crew that day.   All ticket orders need to be in by July 10.  

responsibility for sisterhood and that position was 
tirelessly succeeded this year by Karen Nyman, Robin 
Blitz, Harriette Dorosin and Maxine Goldner. 

I appreciate the Board members who worked so 
tirelessly:  

 Vice Presidents: Kelly Capouya and Alison 
Williamson 

 Treasurer:  Marlene Beringer 

 Financial Secretary:  Harriette Dorosin 

 Recording Secretary:  Sharon McDaniel 

 Past President:  Susan Finklestein 

Committee Chairs not previously mentioned: 

 House & Kitchen:  Jenny Ives 

 Membership:  Kerry Bleiberg 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention three of my 
biggest supporters and helpers, Elliot, Gina, and 
Marlon. The Temple is so fortunate to have Gina and 
Marlon. Thank you all for your support this year. 

Mae Cohen 
Sisterhood President 

continued from previous page 

BISCUITS ON THE RISE THIS YEAR!! 
 

Our local Montgomery Biscuits minor league 
baseball team is in first place in its division. The 
Mens’ clubs is sponsoring an outing on Sunday, 
August 4, when they will be playing the 
Chattanooga Lookouts. 

The event includes a pre-game dinner. We’ll sit in 
the Boxcar Buffet area in centerfield, and your ticket 
includes a buffet-style picnic dinner, with hot dogs, 
burgers, and all the trimmings. Food service starts at 3:35 and ends at 4:30. Then we will move to reserved 
seats in the regular part of the stadium for the game which starts at 5:05. Remember, as nighttime comes, the 
temperature drops. 

Part of the cost will be paid by the Men’s Club, so your ticket will only be $15 for dinner and the game! 
Please send the number of tickets needed along with a check made out to… 

Bob Weisberg, 3241 Hemon Road, Montgomery AL 36106 . 

Deadline is July 26. 
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Paint and Dine, Wednesday, June 
12th. We are offering a fun 
experience, led by Connie Deal, art 
instructor from Montgomery 
Academy, at 12 p.m. at TBO.  The 
cost is $15 per person, which 
includes lunch 
and art 
supplies.  Take 
your keepsake 
home with you 
after enjoying the 
afternoon.  
 
WE MUST HAVE 
RESERVATIONS 
BY JUNE 6, in 
order to purchase 
correct amount of 
art supplies.  This will be a unique 
experience for all who attend. 

Senior information Day is 
Wednesday, July 10th. Monica 
Barnes from the Age Consortium of 
the State of Alabama will share 
information that is useful to 
everyone.  From free services that 
are offered by this State agency to 
how to use your cell phone, this 
event will be one you won't want to 
miss. All of this happens at TBO at 
12 p.m. and lunch will be served. 

The TREE OF LIFE BOOK CLUB, 
sponsored by L'Chaim League is off 
to a good start. We will meet 
quarterly on Wednesdays, and our 
next meeting will be on August 21. 
The book we will be reading then is 
The Nightingale by Kristen 
Hannah. Although it is not 
mandatory to read this book, it is 
encouraged. All members of AI*EA 
and TBO are invited to join us at this 
event, or any others. 

Look forward to a special outing at 
the Montgomery Museum of Fine 

Arts, as presented by Peggy 
Mussafer, on September 11th.  

SAVE THE DATE:  

An excursion to Congregation Or 
VeShalom in Atlanta, is planned for 
Sunday, December 1st.  This 
outing is their annual Hanukkah 
Bazaar. This Sepherdic 
congregation bakes an entire year 
for this event, and their baked goods 
are wonderful. There are hundreds 
of vendors that will be set up as 
well. We will charter a bus, and all 
members from AI*EA and TBO are 
welcomed aboard for this fun day! 
More details coming soon.  

So many things to do. Attend any or 
all of these activities. We would 
enjoy seeing you.  

Linda R Smith 

L’Chaim League 

L’Chaim League’s 
first Tree of Life 

Book Club meeting 

Photos from the annual Holocaust 
Memorial Service at the State 

Capitol on April 30. 
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Cell phone etiquette:  Always turn off (or 
silence) your cell phone before entering the sanctuary/
chapel and refrain from using it – for talking, texting, 
or taking photos. It is not appropriate to use a cell 
phone during worship services because it distracts 
from the kavanah (spiritual intentions) necessary for 
prayer, and destroys the holiness that is present.  

TREE OF LIFE 
Don’t forget the Tree of Life  

for graduations, birthdays, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs and other special times in your 

life.  Large leaves are $350 and small 
ones, $250.  Contact Sharon McDaniel 

or the Temple regarding purchase. 

Photos from the Interfaith Holocaust 
Memorial Service at Temple Beth Or on 

May 5, 2019 
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Diamond Sponsor 

Gold Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

 Special Thanks to Hun ngdon College for generously accommoda ng our parking needs. 

2019 
Spons

ors! 
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When scheduling 
calendar events 
involving the 
Temple it is 

important that you check dates with the 
Federation and the Temple for potential 
conflicts within the Jewish community. Their 
number is 277-5820, and you can view the 
community calendar at 
www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND  
DURING SERVICES? 

A wheelchair and walker are stored in the 
coat closet and are available to members 

and guests during Temple events. 

We would like to know. Please call the temple office when a family member is in the hospital or ailing. 
Too often we find out about illnesses, crises and hospitalizations long after they occur.  Please let the 

temple know if there is a concern in your family or another congregation family (with their permission).  
We need your help in order to offer ours. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Yvette Hochberg Wins  
Awards in Film Festivals 

Montgomery, AL, April 29, 2016 – Yvette 
Hochberg, of Plantation Productions, has 
won awards at multiple film festivals for 
her recent short film, Riding with the Rabbi. 
The film brought together a diverse cast and 
crew, mostly Montgomery area locals, to 
tell a comedic story about an unlikely 
friendship between Sam, a good old 
Southern Jewish “boy,” and Rabbi Stan, a 
misplaced mohel.  

From Pinnacle Film Awards, Riding with 
the Rabbi received the Platinum Award for 
Best Narrative Short, while lead actor Jeff 
McKinney earned the Platinum Award for 
Best Actor. Hochberg, who wrote and 
directed the film, won the Gold Award for 
Best Female Director from Los Angeles-
based Independent Short Awards. Among 
other laurels, Riding with the Rabbi also 
received the Award of Recognition 
from The Best Shorts Film Competition, and 
is being submitted to additional festivals. 

In describing the significance and 
uniqueness of this production, Hochberg 
says, “It was an ecumenical effort between 
crew and cast—filmed in the Bible Belt, it’s 
a cooperation between Jews and Christians 
in making this film. I’m elated at receiving 
these awards. People have told me this is 
something different, a fresh story, but in 
truth it’s an old story about two people from 
two different backgrounds who come 
together in the middle. It’s also a story 
about coming home; someone who’s fallen 
away and is reminded of who they really 
are.” 

Riding with the Rabbi was made in 
association with the Jewish Federation of 

Central Alabama and the Agudath Israel Etz 
Ahayem Synagogue in Cloverdale. The film 
is dedicated to the victims and families of 
the October 27, 2018 shooting at Tree of 
Life Congregation Synagogue in Squirrel 
Hill, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

Pinnacle Film Awards is a bi-monthly 
awards platform that is devoted to finding 
innovative independent artists who are 
creating groundbreaking work in their 
respective fields, and giving them a place to 
celebrate their artistry. The Awards look for 
edgy, unique, and thought provoking pieces 
with a fresh voice. More information and a 
list of recent winners can be found at 
www.pinnaclefilmawards.com. 

IMDb qualifier’s Independent Shorts 
Awards (ISA) is an international film 
festival, with monthly live screenings in 
Burbank, CA, and an annual live screening 
and awards event in North Hollywood, CA. 
Each month, the submitted projects are 
judged by a random team of invited experts 

from academia and film industry, against a 
high standard of merit. Additional 
information and a list of recent winners are 
provided at 
www.independentshortsawards.com. 

The Best Shorts Competition recognizes 
film, television, videography and new 
media professionals who demonstrate 
exceptional achievement in craft and 
creativity, and those who produce standout 
entertainment or contribute to profound 
social change. Entries are judged by highly 
qualified professionals in the film and 
television industry. Information about Best 
Shorts and a list of recent winners can be 
found at www.BestShorts.net. 

For more information call Yvette Hochberg 
at (303) 929-4680, or visit Plantation 
Production’s website at http://
plantationproductionsalabama.com/. 

Yvette Hochberg with Rabbi Scott Kramer and Rabbi Scott Looper. 
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June 2019 
For the most up-to-date information, visit our calendar at www.templebethor.net. 

July 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

8 

9 10 11 12 
Noon, L'Chaim 
League hosts “Paint 
and Dine” 

13 14 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

22 

23 24 
5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board 
Meeting  

25 26 27 28 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

29 

30       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 

 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

6 

7 8 9 10 
Noon, L'Chaim 
League hosts “Lunch 
and a Speaker” at 
Temple Beth Or.   

11 12 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

20  8:30 AM, Men's 
Club hosts “Wild 
West Days,” aboard 
the Calera & Shelby 
Tourist Railroad  

21 22 
5:45 PM, Temple 
Beth Or Board 
Meeting  

23 24 25 26 
 
6 PM 
Shabbat Service 

27 

28 29 30 31    
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June/July 19 Bulletin 

at Temple Beth Or TORAH TUESDAYS 
 
Beginning on Tuesday, July 9, I invite you to join in a conversation of the week’s Torah portion.  
Meeting in the library, each session will begin at 5:30 pm and will conclude at 6:30 pm.  We will read, 
with curiosity, the Torah text; reference commentary; and consider our own perspectives as we 
discuss the meaning of the portion. 

To allow us enough time for discussion, I ask that you read the Torah portion in advance of each class 
and note any questions, insights, or challenges with which the text presents you.  We will begin with 
the study of Chukat, Numbers 19:1-22:1.  The following week’s portion is Balak, Numbers 22:2-25:9.   

The weekly portions can be found online at 
reformjudaism.org/learning.  This will be an ongoing 
class, pausing only around holiday (Jewish and 
secular) observance. 

The sage Ben Bag Bag wrote, “Turn it round and 
round, for everything is within it.”  I look forward to 
sharing in the process of discovery and learning with 
you. 

Rabbi Looper   


