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Cherished congregants, 

I write this article with Thanksgiving 
soon upon us, and with Hanukah, 
and other winter holidays, soon to 
follow.  It is a strange thing, these 
days, to think about holidays; so 
wrapped up are they with the idea of 
gathering.  Our aloneness is 
amplified.  Yet, in the fashion of our 
ancient sages, we might approach the 
holidays, and all days for that matter, 
with some positive vision.  I know 
that this is a difficult task.  For it is 
not our, singular, lives that embody 
disconnect, but the tenor of our 
nation as well. 

Perhaps we might view this as a time 
to pull back from being stubborn.  
Non-gatherings may spawn a longing 
to be together, to transcend angry 
feelings and dialogue that may have 
existent long into the past, but have 
plagued us so recently.  We might 
take this solitary moment in time to 
think more clearly over what it 
means to live as community with its 
concomitant obligations to one 
another.   We might take this solitary 
moment to re-evaluate our own 
determined outlook, enabling our 
spirits to heal.  We might practice 
forgetting.  Whatever the avenue of 
this moment’s journey, it is an offer 
of introspection.  Stepping back and 
away, much like a hermit, might 
engender a new outlook, a sudden 
understanding, a heart of 
forgiveness, and, if necessary, the 
courage to let go. 

Our sacred tradition is based on 
truth, on that which is witnessed.  It 
is based on a generation to 
generation telling of our biblical 
creation, as persons and as a people 
covenanted to God.  In times of 
uncertainty, we may find a 
semblance of balance within our 
faith.  Celebrating Thanksgiving is 
meant to nurture gratitude, not an 
overstuffed belly.  “Give thanks to 

God,” we are 
reminded.  
Celebrating 
Hanukah is meant 
to create light 
when our hopes 
are darkened; to 
remind us of the 
danger of 
exclusion.  “Not 
by might, and not by power, but by 
spirit alone, shall we all live in 
peace,” our scripture assures and 
guides us.  Both holidays 
demonstrate the enduring Jewish 
obligation of one citizen to another.   

Listening to the ten-year-old boys 
playing outside of my yard, I heard 
one boy ask another, “Charlie, are 
you still my friend?”  Because of 
difference, we must seek to guard 
our friendships.  In the Talmud we 
are instructed to “make a friend, a 
companion, for ourselves;” a friend 
who is not like minded, a friend who 
will challenge the way in which we 
frame reality, a friend no matter the 
difference, remains, still, a friend.  
To the boy asking Charlie if they are 
still friends, I would reassure “Yes, 
you are still friends.”  For while 
friends can disagree, and be angry 
with, or disappointed in one another, 
friendship is bounded by trust.  
Friendship is a promise; that we will 
remind ourselves that we care about 
the other, and that we will, even in 
our most selfish or hurt moments, 
hold tight to one another.  My prayer 
is that we will all do the same. 

B’vracha v’ahava, 
With blessing and love, 

Rabbi Looper 

 

Temple  
Beth Or 
House of 

Light 

TORAH TUESDAYS   
Rabbi Looper invites you to join him in a 
conversation of the week’s Torah portion 
each Tuesday.  Meeting via Zoom, each 
session begins at 5:30 pm and concludes 
at 6:30 pm.  We read the Torah text with 
curiosity, reference commentary, and 
consider our own perspectives as we 
discuss the meaning of the portion.   

To allow us enough time for discussion, 
read the Torah portion in advance of each 
class and note any questions, insights, or 
challenges with which the text presents 
you.  The schedule can be found in the 
email that is sent out weekly. 

The Torah portions can be found online at 
reformjudaism.org/learning.    

Healing List 
It is the custom at Beth Or to say a 
prayer for those in need of healing 
during Shabbat services.   If you wish 
to have the name of a loved one 
mentioned, please call Gina at the 
office by Wednesday afternoon.  We 
will keep names on our list for three 
weeks at a time.   
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Celebrating Our  
166th Year 

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 
Gracie Hanchrow 

Joy Kaplan 

Jim Levy 
Jamie Loeb 

Steve Wallace 
Alison Williamson 

 
 

Since April 12, 1852 
 
 

 
 

Scott Looper, Rabbi 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 
Temple Beth Or Officers 

 
Andy Weil ............................................ President 
Mae Cohen ............................................ Vice-President 
Larry Capilouto .................................... Treasurer 
Jeff Blitz ............................................... Secretary 
Morris Capouya .................................... Past President 

 

Board Members 
 

SISTERHOOD PRES.      MEN’S CLUB Co-PRES. 
 Carol Loeb Milt Livingston/Lew Nyman 

 
 

Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday ........................... Temple Administrator 
Kerry Bleiberg ...................... Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith .......................... L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ....................... Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor ........................ Music Director 
Turia Stark ............................ Cantorial Soloist 

Music Administrator 
  
Temple Singers ..................... Michele Lott, Shane Nishibum 

Tiffany Nishibun, David Peden, 
James Seay, Mabs Seay,  
Bill Taylor  
 
 

Office Hours 
    Monday .......................................  CLOSED 

    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. .............................  9-4 

    Friday .....................................................  9-1 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbisl18@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

 
Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  

or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

I hope this letter finds everyone in the Temple Beth Or 
community safe and well as we continue to grapple with the 
realities of a Covid-19 world. Virtual High Holy Day services 
went well and, again, many thanks go out to Rabbi Looper, 
Turia Stark and Gina Friday who did wonderful work bringing 
us a quality, online service so that we could at least participate in 
some way and have a time of reflection.  

The joint Thanksgiving Service we enjoy every year with our 
friends at First United Methodist Church and The Church of the 
Ascension was a virtual service. As it was our year to host it, we 
missed the opportunity of those communities joining us at our 
house. Unfortunately there will not be a Hanukkah Dinner this 
year with coronavirus cases on the rise and the associated risks 
with a large gathering. We will remain hopeful to resume this 
annual event next year. Also it has been decided that we will not 
be having our Jewish Food Festival in 2021 for the same reason, 
but will keep you posted if there should be an alternative event 
to replace it. The Food Festival has been a wonderful event for 
bringing our community close together through the hard, albeit 
rewarding work of putting it together, from marketing to 
preparing scrumptious dishes to organizing collectables to offer 
the wider community.  After all is said and done, we come away 
with a sense of accomplishment as a team, and the satisfaction of 
providing budget assistance. We will have to fill the void that 
the Food Festival contributed to the budget in some way and 
news of how we do this will be forthcoming. 

None of the news in this letter has been very exciting as we are 
continuing to feel the sense of emptiness without being able to 
gather whether it is for Sabbath services or special events. News 
of a vaccine is hopeful and, though it may take some time to 
provide nationwide protection from the virus, the light at the end 
of the tunnel does seem closer. Certainly we all look forward to 
the day of being able to gather together again and enjoy each 

other’s company with conversation, 
laughter and support. Please continue 
staying safe and well and let us know 
how you are doing. Happy Hanukkah 
and we wish for all a 2021 being a much 
better year of renewal! 

Andy Weil 

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 

Joy Kaplan 

Jim Levy 
Jamie Loeb 

Micki Beth Stiller 

Steve Wallace 
Alison Williamson 

Leaves for Life Cycle Events on our  
Tree of Life 

 
Our Temple is proud to possess our “Tree of Life.” This original 

sculpture is permanently displayed in the Temple Beth Or lobby.  The 
branches of the tree contain leaves which can be inscribed to highlight or 
commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, bar 

and bat mitzvahs, graduations or simply to honor parents, family or 
friends. Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family “Simchas” 
on our temple’s “Tree of Life.” This will be a permanent dedication to the 

meaningful and happy events that touch our lives. The price per leaf is 
$250.00 for small leaves and $350.00 for large leaves.  Contact Sharon 

McDaniel or the Temple regarding purchase. 
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DECEMBER  
B IRTHDAYS  

3 .......... Esther Scheuer  
8 .......... Jan Hoffman  
9 .......... Kenny Capouya  
10 ........ Kenneth Wool  
10 ........ Jamie Loeb Jr. 
11 ........ Edward Abraham  
13 ........ Rubin Franco  
15 ........ Gisele Pirofsky  
19 ........ Sharon Berry  
21 ........ Shirley Beringer  
29 ........ Max Whitney  
30 ........ Michael Beringer  
 
ANNIVERSAR IES  

10 ...... Buddy & Jo Anne Rousso 
10 ...... Kenneth & Celia Wool 
17 ...... Morris & Leslie Capp 
20 ...... Russell & Sherry Levy 
29 ...... Maurice & Peggy Mussafer 

JANUARY    
B IRTHDAYS  

4 ........ Joe Levin Jr. 
5 ........ Lois Weissman  
6 ........ Peggy Mussafer  
7 ........ Ruth Rosenthal  
10 ...... Bette Sue Strasburger  
12 ...... Elizabeth Wahls  
13 ...... Laura Stiller  
13 ...... Nikki Rothschild  
14 ...... Richard Hanan  
16 ...... Morris Capp  
22 ...... Monica Kohn  
23 ...... Rita Sabel  
28 ...... Diane Weil  
30 ...... Maxine Goldner  

 

ANNIVERSAR IES  

16 ..... Jeff & Robin Blitz 
17 ..... Larry & Corinne Capilouto 

RECENT DEATHS 
 

Molly Freed Ross  ז״ל 
October 5, 2020 

Mother to Lynne Ginsburg 

Linda DeMent ז״ל 
November 1, 2020 

Mother to Karen Lieberman 

Sara B. Jones ז״ל 
November 6, 2020 

Mother to LeAnne Wallace 

Robert Lieberman ז״ל 
November 17, 2020 

Father to Bruce Lieberman,  
Suzanne Soloff and  

Steve Lieberman 

Building Fund 
In Memory of Dorothy Brounstein 
by Bill Brounstein 

Cemetery Fund 
In Memory of Alan E. Weil, Sr. 
In Memory of Arthur A. Blotner 
In Memory of Herman Franco 
In Memory of Honor Loeb 
In Memory of Joan Loeb 
In Memory of Peggy Cohn 
by Patricia Bloom Dees 

Condolence Fund 
For Turia's beautiful voice at holiday 
services; for Rabbi Looper giving 
lovely holiday services; for Gina 
Friday - what would we do without 
her?  
by Lucille Adler 
In Memory of my father, Abraham 
Tamor 
by Lucille Adler 

Floral Fund 
In Memory of Alan E. Weil, Sr. 
In Memory of Azriel Gorski 
In Memory of Honor Loeb 
In Memory of Joan Loeb 
Happy Birthday Joe & Charlotte 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
In Memory of Sara B. Jones 
In Memory of Robert Lieberman 
by Lisa and Andy Weil 

In Memory of Robert Lieberman 
In Memory of Sharon Benn 
by Karen and Lew Nyman 
In Memory of Sara B. Jones 
by Jenny and John Ives 

General Fund 
In Memory of Alan E. Weil, Sr. 
by Van Hart 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
In Memory of Herman Franco 
by Marlene and Rick Beringer 
In Memory of Herman Franco 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Rubin A. Franco 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Charlotte and Joe Mussafer 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Eve Loeb 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Frances Capouya 
In Memory of Peggy Cohn 
by Jack and Michal Hart Hillman  
by Faye and Robert Levin 
In Celebration of the marriage of 
Rocky Wool 
by Jack and Michal Hart Hillman 
In Memory of Sharon Benn 
by Charlie & Celia Dubin & Jacob 
and Elizabeth Dubin 
In Memory of Sharon Benn 
by David, Michael and Raymond 
Cohen 

Grounds Beautification 
In Memory of Edith & Harry Stiller 
by Micki Beth Stiller 
In Memory of Robert Lieberman 
In Memory of Sara B. Jones 
by Bari and Joe Levin 

Historical Fund 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Jo Anne and Buddy Rousso 

Lucien Loeb Memorial 
In Memory of Joan Loeb 
by Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Oppenheim 

Music Fund 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
In Honor of Sophia Miner's Bat 
Mitzvah 
by Pam and Pete Hitchcock 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
by Charlie & Celia Dubin and Jacob 
and Elizabeth Dubin 

Social Concerns 
In Memory of Beatrice Gordon 
by Joe and Bari Levin 
On the Yahrzeit of my husband, 
Norman Dorosin 
by Harriette Dorosin 

Youth & Scholarship Fund 
Good Health Linda Smith 
In Memory of Molly Ross 
In Memory of Sara B. Jones 
by Myrna and Alan Rothfeder & 
Family 

Though ul Dona ons 
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SISTERHOOD 

Sisterhood was glad to provide small goodie bags at the 
Sukkot service for everyone to take home and enjoy.  
Many thanks to Joy Kaplan for helping me with this 
endeavor.  I hope we will have more occasions in the 
near future when it will be safe for us to gather. 

After some discussion about whether or not to hold our 
Carnegie cheesecake fundraiser this year, our fearless 
leaders, Lisa Weil and Marlene Beringer, decided to 
forge ahead.  They made a great decision; this year we 
sold over 700 cheesecakes!  The 6” cake was not 
available this year, and was replaced by a 4” cake, 
which sold well.  At $5,000, profit for Sisterhood is 
higher this year than in the last few years.  Sisterhood 
has been holding this fundraiser now for over 10 years.  
Many thanks to all the hard work by Lisa and Marlene, 
and those who help with pick up, to make this happen. 

As we move into December, I want to wish all of you a 
Happy Hanukkah, and a safe and healthy new year.   

Carol Loeb 
Sisterhood President 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

Our annual Thanksgiving Lunch at the Capitol Heights 
Senior Center was a huge success. 

Thank you to Susan Finklestein, Mae Cohen, Emily 
Allen Rosen, Barbara Handmacher, Jimmy Smith and 
Gina Friday, who all prepared and delivered their food 
to the Center.  Also, thanks to the generous donations 
made by our members: M/M Rick Beringer, Bill 
Brounstein, Harriette Dorosin, Betty Ehrlich, Rubin 
Franco, M/M Michael Goldner, Jan Hoffman, M/M 
John Ives, Elaine Kirkpatrick, Ira Kupferberg, M/M 
Joseph Mussafer, M/M Alan Rothfeder, M/M Stephen 
Schloss, Bert Shephard, Bonnie Varon, M/M Andy 
Weil, M/M Alan Weil Jr, M/M Greg Williamson, and 
Betty Ziri, the complete thanksgiving meal was 
provided.  

Coming soon: a virtual book club review! More details 
to follow. 

Hope you all stay well. 

Linda R Smith 
Executive Director 

lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com 

NEED HELP GETTING AROUND  
DURING SERVICES?  A wheelchair and 
walker are stored in the coat closet and 
are available to members and guests 
during Temple events. 

TREE OF LIFE:  Don’t forget the  
Tree of Life for graduations, birthdays, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and other special 
times in your life.  Large leaves are $350 
and small ones are $250.  Contact 
Sharon McDaniel or the Temple 
regarding purchase. 

SCHEDULING EVENTS: When 
scheduling calendar events involving the 
Temple it is important that you check 
dates with the Federation and the 
Temple for potential conflicts within the 
Jewish community. Their number is 277
-5820, and you can view the community 
calendar at www.jewishmontgomery.org. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW: Please 
call the temple office when a family 
member is in the hospital or ailing. Too 
often we find out about illnesses, crises 
and hospitalizations long after they 
occur.  Please let the temple know if 
there is a concern in your family or 
another congregation family (with their 
permission). We need your help in order 
to offer ours. 

 

PLEASE BE UNDERSTANDING of 
others when you come to Temple by 
avoiding heavily scented perfumes, 
colognes and lotions. 

CELL PHONE ETIQUETTE:  Always 
turn off (or silence) your cell phone 
before entering the sanctuary/chapel 
and refrain from using it – for talking, 
texting, or taking photos. It is not 
appropriate to use a cell phone during 
worship services because it distracts 
from the kavanah (spiritual intentions) 
necessary for prayer, and destroys the 
holiness that is present.  

CHARITABLE BEQUEST:  Please 
consider adding a charitable bequest to 
Temple Beth Or in your will to help 
ensure its future. 
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Hanukkah, a joyous celebration of 
family, freedom, and light, is a 
holiday primarily celebrated at 
home, beginning on the 25th day of 
the Hebrew month of Kislev (usually 
falling in December) and lasting for 
eight days. At what is the coldest, 
darkest time of the year for many 
people, we celebrate by bringing 
light and warmth into our homes, 
into our communities and into the 
world around us. In the Talmud, the 
rabbis taught that the mitzvah of 
Hanukkah, the commandment at the 
heart of the observance of the 
holiday, is a “candle for each man 
and his household” (the modern 
Reform understanding is that this 
text refers to everyone, not just 
men). So the actual mitzvah, or 
commandment, of Hanukkah is to 
kindle the Hanukkah lights at home, 
ideally with family and friends! 

Blessings are recited when lighting 
the candles, which are held in a nine
-branched menorah (also called a 
hanukkiyah). In some families, 
members of the household, including 
the children, light their own 
Hanukkah menorah. Many families 
use the eight-day period of 
Hanukkah to spend time together 
each night. 

Another mitzvah of Hanukkah is 
pirsum hanes, the public 
proclamation of the miraculous 
events that transpired in the days of 
the Maccabees. A number of 
Hanukkah observances are 
connected with this requirement. The 
Hanukkah lights are lit at sundown, 
the time when passers-by are most 
likely to see them. When possible, 
the menorah is placed in a window 
or elsewhere in the home so that it 

can be seen from the outside. This 
custom is especially prevalent in 
Israel, where cities and towns hold 
public menorah-lighting ceremonies 
and the entire country is full of 
candles, bright with the celebration 
of the Festival of Lights. 

RITUAL OBJECTS 

Ritual objects associated with 
Hanukkah include the menorah and 
the dreidel. 

Menorah is a Hebrew word meaning 
“candelabrum” and sometimes refers 
to the nine-branched ceremonial 
lamp in which the Hanukkah candles 
are placed and blessed each night of 
the holiday. The nine branches 
include eight branches, one for each 
day of the holiday, and one branch 
for the shamash candle that is used 
to light the other candles. In ancient 
times, oil was used in the menorah. 
Over time, candles were substituted 
for oil. The Hanukkah menorah can 
also be called a hanukkiyah.  

The word dreidel derives from a 
German word meaning “spinning 
top,” and is the toy used in a 
Hanukkah game adapted from an old 
German gambling game. 
(Historically, Hanukkah was one of 
the few times of the year when 
rabbis permitted games of chance.) 
The four sides of the top bear four 
Hebrew letters: nun, gimel, hei, and 
shin. Players begin by putting into a 
central pot or “kitty” a certain 
number of coins, foil-wrapped 
chocolate disks known as gelt, nuts, 
buttons or other small objects. Each 
player in turn spins the dreidel and 
proceeds as follows: 

LIGHTING THE HANUKKAH 
CANDLES 

From one Hanukkah to the next, it 
can be a challenge to remember in 
which direction to add candles and 
in which direction to light them. 
Here’s what you need to know: 
When the menorah is facing you, the 
candle for the first night is placed in 
the right-most holder of the eight-
branched menorah and the shamash 
is placed in its holder, which is 
raised or otherwise distinguished 
from the rest of the candleholders. 

Anyone may chant or recite the 
blessings by lighting and holding the 
shamash, reciting the blessings, and 
then using the shamash to light the 
candles (from left to right, so that 
the kindling begins with the newest 
light). 

Two blessings are chanted or recited 
every night of Hanukkah. The first is 
a blessing over the candles 
themselves. The second blessing 
expresses thanks for the miracle of 
deliverance. A third blessing – the 
Shehecheyanu prayer, marking all 
joyous occasions in Jewish life – is 
chanted or recited only on the first 
night. 

On each successive night, an 
additional candle is placed to the 
immediate left of the previous 
night’s candle, and the candles are 
lit from left to right, so the kindling 
begins with the newest light. Since 
these lights are holy, we aren’t 
supposed to make practical use of 
them (e.g., using them to see or read 
by, or lighting other candles with 
them); therefore, we use the shamash 
to light the ones that mark each night 
of the holiday. 

C H A N U K A H  C U S T O M S  A N D  O B S E R V A N C E S  

Chanukah 2020 will begin the 
evening of: 

Thursday, December 10 

And ends the evening of: 

Friday, December 18 
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Diamond Sponsor 

Gold Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors 

 Special Thanks to Hun ngdon College for generously accommoda ng our parking needs. 

2020
 Spon

sors! 

Silver Sponsors 

(formerly BB&T) 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

DEC 20/JAN 21 Bulletin 

Holiday Hours and Information 
 
Gina Friday will be on vacation beginning 
December 24 at noon and will return to 
work on Tuesday, January 5. 
 
Marlon Cotton will be at the Temple on 
Tuesday - Thursday from 8:00 to 11:00 
during this time. 

EMAIL ADDRESS? 
 
You’re missing out if we 
don’t have your email 
address! Rabbi Looper and 
Turia are producing a Zoom 
Shabbat service each week, which is emailed to 
Temple members each Friday.   
 
Email bethor@templebethor.net if you’d like to 
receive these weekly emails. 


