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Dear Friends, 

In my research for 
teaching “Getting 
Good at Getting 
Older,” I came 
across an article 
written by Rabbi 

Jonathan Sacks.  Rabbi Sacks, who 
died only five months ago, served as 
the Chief Rabbi of the United 
Hebrew Congregations of Great 
Britain and the Commonwealth from 
1991-2013. He was a prolific writer 
who plumbed the depths of Judaism 
throughout his career.    In his 
article, entitled: Everyday virtue and 
the meaning of life, Sacks addressed 
the ideas of responsibility and 
happiness.  I found it pertinent to my 
research, but more so as a guide for 
us all as we move into later life.   

“More than any previous generation 
in history,” Sacks wrote in 2005, 
“we have come to see the individual 
as the sole source of meaning.  The 
gossamer filaments of connection 
between us and others, which once 
held together families, communities, 
and societies, have become 
attenuated.  We have become lonely 
selves in search of purely personal 
fulfillment.  But this selfish quest 
must surely be wrong.  A life lived 
alone is only half a life.  One spent 
pursuing the satisfaction of desire,” 
Sacks noted, “is less than satisfying 
and never actually provides all we 
desire.  So, it is worth reminding 
ourselves that there is such a thing 
as ethics, and it belongs to the life 
we live together and the goods we 
share – the goods that only exist in 

virtue of being shared.”  Having 
endured a year of pandemic 
loneliness, his words are even 
more relevant for us, today. 

Sacks continued by lifting up 
what he believed to be “one of 
Judaism’s most distinctive and 
challenging ideas: the ethics of 
responsibility, the idea that God 
invites us to become… His partners 
in the work of creation.  The God 
who created the world in love,” 
Sacks stated, “calls on us to create in 
love.  The God who gave us the gift 
of freedom asks us to use it to honor 
and enhance the freedom of others.”  
As Sacks described, “Life is God’s 
call to responsibility,” not to the 
pursuit of individual pleasure and 
enrichment.” 

Speaking from the experience of 
delivering eulogies, Sacks wrote that 
“those most mourned and missed 
were not the most successful, rich, 
or famous.  They were the people 
who enhanced the lives of others.”  
Out of this recognition, Sacks wrote 
that “happiness is the ability to say: I 
lived for certain values and acted on 
them.  I was part of a 
family, embracing it and 
being embraced by it.  I 
was part of a 
community, honoring its 
traditions, sharing its 
griefs and joys, ready to 
help others, knowing 
that they were ready to 
help me.  I did not only 
ask what I could take; I 
asked what I could 
contribute.  To know 

that you made a difference, that in 
this all-too-brief span of years you 
lifted someone’s spirits, relieved 
someone’s poverty or loneliness, or 
brought to the world a moment of 
grace or justice that would not have 
happened had it not been for you – 
these are as close as we get to the 
meaningfulness of a life, and they 
are matters of everyday rather than 
heroic virtue.” 

I wish all a life of happiness and 
earned praise.  May we never lose 
the recognition that we honor God 
and ourselves when we honor and 
care for others. 

B’vracha – with blessing, 

Rabbi Looper 
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Celebrating Our  
166th Year 

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 
Gracie Hanchrow 

Joy Kaplan 

Jim Levy 
Jamie Loeb 

Steve Wallace 
Alison Williamson 

 
 

Since April 12, 1852 
 
 

 
 

Scott Looper, Rabbi 
David A. Baylinson, D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

 
Temple Beth Or Officers 

 
Andy Weil ............................................ President 
Mae Cohen ............................................ Vice-President 
Larry Capilouto .................................... Treasurer 
Jeff Blitz ............................................... Secretary 
Morris Capouya .................................... Past President 

 

Board Members 
 

SISTERHOOD PRES.      MEN’S CLUB Co-PRES. 
 Carol Loeb Milt Livingston/Lew Nyman 

 
 

Temple Beth Or Staff 
Gina Friday ........................... Temple Administrator 
Kerry Bleiberg ...................... Religion School Co-director 
Linda Smith .......................... L’Chaim League 
Marlon Cotton ....................... Maintenance Manager 
Becky Taylor ........................ Music Director 
Turia Stark ............................ Cantorial Soloist 

Music Administrator 
  
Temple Singers ..................... Michele Lott, Shane Nishibum 

Tiffany Nishibun, David Peden, 
James Seay, Mabs Seay,  
Bill Taylor  
 
 

Office Hours 
    Monday .......................................  CLOSED 

    Tues., Wed. & Thurs. .............................  9-4 

    Friday .....................................................  9-1 

 

2246 Narrow Lane Road  Montgomery, AL 36106 

Office: bethor@templebethor.net 
Rabbi: rabbisl18@templebethor.net 

www.templebethor.net 
(334) 262-3314 Tel  (334) 263-5183 Fax 

 
Please call Gina Friday at 262-3314 to report any corrections  

or inaccuracies in the bulletin. 

As I write this message, Passover is approaching and I am 
reminded that, again, this year we will not be able to have our 
traditional Seder at the Temple as we continue to be vigilant 
during this time of Covid-19. However, there is reason to be 
optimistic! As we all are hearing in the news, more and more 
people are being vaccinated, and gatherings will begin to happen  
as progress on that front is made. We are now working on a set 
of protocols to address how we can resume gathering for 
services and events at the Temple. The next event that we are 
hopeful to have at the Temple is our Annual Meeting in May. So 
stay tuned!  

As a personal note of thanks to you all, I wish to express the 
wonderful support from our congregation in response to our 
appeal for dues revisions. As was mentioned in a letter to most 
congregants, it is necessary that we make up on some shortfalls 
in our revenues largely as a result of the absence of our annual 
Jewish Food Festival this year and a declining membership.  So 
again, many thanks for your gracious support of the Temple. 

Please continue to stay safe and well. Lisa joins me in wishing 
you all a Happy Pesach! 

Andy Weil 

Steve Clein 
Harriette Dorosin 

Joy Kaplan 

Jim Levy 
Jamie Loeb 

Micki Beth Stiller 

Steve Wallace 
Alison Williamson 

L’CHAIM LEAGUE 

Collatt Jewish Family Services in 
Birmingham has offered our 
community the opportunity to connect 
with an already-established grief 
counseling support group.  They offer 
good advice and comfort, and it’s a 
good feeling to be able to speak with 
others who can relate to what you’re 
going through. 

There's no charge for these sessions. 
Let me know if you're interested, and 
I'll get you set up right away.  

Hopefully, we will all be able to get 
together soon.  

Linda R Smith 
Executive Director 

lchaimleague2246@yahoo.com 

Leaves for Life Cycle Events on our  
Tree of Life 

 
Our Temple is proud to possess our “Tree of Life.” This original 

sculpture is permanently displayed in the Temple Beth Or lobby.  The 
branches of the tree contain leaves which can be inscribed to highlight or 
commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, bar 

and bat mitzvahs, graduations or simply to honor parents, family or 
friends. Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family “Simchas” 
on our temple’s “Tree of Life.” This will be a permanent dedication to the 

meaningful and happy events that touch our lives. The price per leaf is 
$250.00 for small leaves and $350.00 for large leaves.  Contact Sharon 

McDaniel or the Temple regarding purchase. 
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APR I L   B IRTHDAYS  
1 ............... Anne Franco 
3 ............... Edward Munson 
6 ............... Paul Freehling 
7 ............... James H. Levy 
8 ............... Aimee Harris 
12 ............. Scott Looper 
12 ............. Lucille Adler 
13 ............. Sandi Stern 
16 ............. Alison Berman 
16 ............. Jo Anne Rousso 
16 ............. Frances Capouya 
20 ............. Peter Prielaida 
21 ............. Steve Wallace 
22 ............. Maurice Mussafer 
22 ............. Sandy Lynn Stevens 
22 ............. Herman Loeb 
25 ............. Alvin Benn 
25 ............. B. Stephen Schloss 
26 ............. Stephen Coleman 
27 ............. Jeff Pirofsky 
30 ............. Joseph Finklestein 
30 ............. Jonathan Bleiberg 

 

APR I L  ANNIVERSAR IES  

7 ........ Pete & Lynne Ginsburg 
29 ...... Charlie & Celia Dubin 
30 ...... Bob & Betty Goldberg 
 

MAY   B IRTHDAYS  

1 ............... Joanne Shum 
1 ............... James Nathan 
2 ............... Ronald Shum 
4 ............... Kathie Cohen 
5 ............... Christopher Smith 
7 ............... Richard Kohn 
8 ............... Mary Lynne Levy 
12 ............. Gay Winter 
12 ............. Lynne Ginsburg 
13 ............. Alison Williamson 
13 ............. Steven Greil 
15 ............. E. Larry Capilouto 
16 ............. Susan Bernstein 
16 ............. Eve B. Loeb 
17 ............. Jean Harris 
17 ............. Charlie Dubin 
19 ............. Babette Wampold 
20 ............. Julie Goolsby 
25 ............. Jeff Miller 
26 ............. Alexis Vaughn 
27 ............. Rosemary Jones 
28 ............. Allen Stern 
30 ............. Janice Baylinson 
31 ............. LeAnne Wallace 

 

MAY  ANNIVERSAR IES  

4 ......... Steve & Jean Schloss 
7 ......... Jeff & Deborah Miller 
18 ....... Pete & Pam Hitchcock 
25 ....... Allen & Sandi Stern 
31 ....... Scott & Aimee Harris 
31 ....... Ricky & Jamie Loeb 

Blanche Winter Fund 
In Memory of Irving Winter 
by Gay Winter 

General Fund 
In Honor of the Food Festival  
by Terry Toney 

In Memory of Larry Bern 
by Jenny and John Ives 

In Memory of Larry Bern 
by Karen and Lew Nyman 

Kol Ami Religious School 
In Gratitude to Alan Rothfeder 
by Rabbi Scott and Irene Kramer 

Lucien Loeb Memorial 
In Memory of Joan Loeb 
by Ruthie Nierman 

Prayer Book Fund 
In Memory of Ralph Capouya 
by Frances Capouya 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Donation for Temple Beth Or  
by Elliott Owen Lipinsky 

In Memory of Bernard D. Bolen 
by Hugh B. Bolen 

Youth & Scholarship Fund 
In Memory of Larry Bern 
by Myrna and Alan Rothfeder 

Though ul Dona ons 

Healing List 
It is the custom at Beth Or to say a prayer for those in 
need of healing during 
Shabbat services.   If you wish 
to have the name of a loved 
one mentioned, please call 
Gina at the office by 
Wednesday afternoon.  We 
will keep names on our list for 
three weeks at a time.   

TBO would like to recognize  
any graduating high school  

or college students.   
 

Please call the Temple (262-3314) with any 
information about graduations. 
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APR/MAY 21 Bulletin 

BIRMINGHAM – The Holocaust Days 
of Remembrance, an annual observance 
of Yom HaShoah by the state of 
Alabama, and the rededication of the 
Anne Frank Tree in Kelly Ingram Park, 
Birmingham will be streamed online on 
Sunday, April 11 at 2 p.m. CST.  

The Holocaust Days of Remembrance 
(Yom HaShoah) solemnly observes the 
memory of the 6 million Jews killed in 
the Holocaust and honors our Alabama 
survivors and their families. 

Anne Frank, a young Jewish victim of 
the Holocaust who is famous for 
keeping a diary of her experiences, 
often looked out upon a large horse 
chestnut tree in the garden as she and 
her family hid from Nazi capture. For 
her, the tree symbolized freedom as 
well as nature, which she longed to 
enjoy once again. In this spirit, we will 
hold the Anne Frank Tree Rededication 
at Kelly Ingram Park. The new tree, an 

American beech, will replace the horse 
chestnut tree planted 11 years ago. 

The featured speaker will be Pastor 
Chris Edmonds. Edmonds recently 
received the Righteous Among the 
Nations award on behalf of his father, 
World War II hero Master Sgt. Roddie 
Edmonds, who saved imprisoned 
Jewish American soldiers captured 
during the Battle of the Bulge.  The 
award is from Israel and Yad Vashem, 
the world’s Holocaust Remembrance 
Center. 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey will read a 
proclamation, and the Alabama 
Legislature has planned a presentation. 
Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin is 
scheduled to open the program and will 
be followed by Pastor Agnes Lover of 
St. Paul AME Church in Montgomery, 
who will deliver the invocation. 

The program includes music by 
Violinist Niv Ashkenazi as part of 

Violins of Hope, an artistic project 
comprised of instruments that were 
owned by Jewish musicians before and 
during the Holocaust. There will also be 
a candle-lighting ceremony with 
Holocaust survivors and their families; 
a memorial prayer chanted by 
Birmingham-based Temple Emanu-El 
Cantor Robert Wittner; and a closing 
prayer by Pastor Ed Nettles of Freewill 
Baptist Church in Montgomery. 

Educational materials will be available 
for schools to prepare students to watch 
the program.  

The program is organized by the 
Alabama Holocaust Commission, 
Birmingham Holocaust Education 
Center, and The Jewish Community 
Relations Council of The Birmingham 
Jewish Federation. 

(A link to the service will be provided in 
the TBO weekly email when available.) 

Alabama Annual Holocaust Remembrance  


